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The Epiſtle Dedicatory to the Þ 
1 Youth of England, eſpecially to } 
thoſe who are in or about the * 
City of LONDON, 


\ 
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| | A Hozgh T fear you are not all of you 24 ſo A 
' good a condition for your ſouls, as that I * 


may apply thoſe words 10 ym without ex> 
ception, which are in 1 Joh«2-14. I have "# 
written unto you, young men, becauſe you are 4} 
{| firong, and the word of God abideth in you; and-. ©: 
Yyc have overcome the wicked one : yct the ſearch- 
[Yr of all hearts knoweth , that T have written this | 
Preface , and uhe enſuing Treatiſe to you , out of . 
$-# earneſt deſire that it mizbt be ſo with you.. As. gi 
you are the Flower , ſo you are the Hope of this. "3:4 
| preſent generation. If God be not pleaſed to raiſe. Te 


! 


up from among you ſome conſiderable uumber of trite, 
Converts to Feſus Chriſt, it will be ſad indeed,both:-. _ 


for your ſelves , and for the Church f God. For x: . | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

EÞrift, you will be confounded by him. Aud for the 
FChurch of God , becauſe if you be not lively ftones 
21 it , you will be either profeſſed enemies , or but 
| pretended friends | 
| - My Self and Others , that ſtand upon the brink 
© of Eternity, by reaſon of age , can ſce better than | ; 
| your ſelves (becauſe we have had experience of it) | ; 
| that your youthful time is a dangerow time, where- | ; 
F z1, however You MAY HOY reJoyce, yet if you take 
| #0t heed, you may contract ſuch greilt to your ſouls, Þ | 
' 8s may make you to mourn nereafter yea for ever, | : 
Prov:5. 11,12,13» 
Tow are apt to put by convidtions , and the calls | ; 
of Grace , in hope of longer life , and ſ) to be un- | 
willing yet to repent, becauſe yore are too confident | | 
that yet you ſhall uot dye 5 as if buliacfl were not a | | 
thing in ſeaſon for ſuch as you are. 
But doth God put off doing good to you, till you | 

are old ? Ts he not Now preſerving of you , apd | * 
providing for you while you are young ? And hath } 
be not been looking after you ia the Womb , in the 
Cradle , in your Childhood, and even to this day? | © 
who bath brought you along to the Growth and S$ta- | 
ture to which you have attained ? Hath at ihe 
band of the Lord been in all this © Why then will 
you put off the doing ſervice to him, till you are old ? 
What borrible unthank fulneſi is this to God £ And 
where do you prove in all the Bible , that you ſhall | 
* tive fo bong ? or, that you ſhall without fail po ſe 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. T 
God's ſervants, if you live ſlaves to ſin and Sata) 
Have you the Spirit of Grace at your command &* 
t | when it comes and knocks at your hearts for an en- * 
trance , can you bid it ſtand by for 4 while, till yo 7 
have run your courſe in ſin, and then cauſe it tore- 
turn again , and ſancife you, when that ſad race 7? 
' 45 at an end £ God will make you to know , that. | 
- | #f you will not have mercy in his time , you ſhall * 
e | wever have it. Tudecd be ſtoops very low in the * 
» | ſaving of ſouls, but never doth he condeſcend to |} 
» | this, that a ſinner ſhall find mercy when he will. 

Tou are now about that point of your life,where= 
r | 24 Chriſt brings his righteouſneſs near to you and 
- | the favour of God, and eternal ſalvation 5s in ſome 
t | fort within your reach, 1{.4.6.13. But if you ſhould 
* | Jet your opportunity ſlip , there 1s none of . ys can 
fetch it back, again, Prov.1e 28, &c- Take heed, 
t | you that are in your (15, leſt inſtead of hearkeniug 
4 to that voice of God that bids you come away, you 
, 
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hearken to the voice of Satan , that bids you ftay. 
If your bodies were upon ſinking ground, what haſte 
would you make to remove your feet , leſt if you 
- | ſhould abidc there but a little longer , you ſhould.be 
* | ſwallowed up, and paſt recovery ? Oh that you M 
were but us wiſe for your ſouls , which are every 
moment in dreadful danger till you are born again 1 
But becauſe 1 intend to be brief in the way of an 
Epiſtle, (for the Porch muſt not be too great where 1} 
| the Houſe it ſelf is but little) therefore T will ſays þ 
' | A 3 ſo 4 EY 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. " 
pmewhat more #1 you, as you may be conſidered un- 
= cr a twofold diſtinfion, and ſo conjoyn you again 
E” with a concluding word to ALL of you 74 general. 
4 There is a double diſtin&ion under which T would 
conſider you, and fpeak to you. 

I. Some of you are the Children of Godly Pg- 
rents, othcrs are not. 7 
2. Some of you are yet in your Apprenticeſhips | ' 
and ſervice : and with others of you that time is| ' 
expired. | 
Tou that are the children of Godly Parents, Cac-| 
cording to the firſt diitinGion) ob if you ſhould not] - 
be goed, what can you have to ple 14 for yeur ſelves? 
T take it for granted, that you have had the advan : 
tages of your Parents orcons inftrucito:rs , holy] 
examples, and fervent prayers. Have you forgot-| 
ten what charge they 1:j4 upon you to feay the] | 
Lord ? much libe t1 that of David to Solomon, |. 
1 Chron.28.9. And thou Sol:mon my Son, know 
thou the God of thy Father, and ferve him with 
aperf.& heart, and witi a willing mind; for the| 
Lord fearcth all heirts, and underftandeth all 
the imaginat!or.S ot the thoughts : if thou ſeek] 
him, he will be round of thee, but it thou fore 
fake him, I;c will caſt thee off for ever. 
3 Why wil. you let the Pains , the Prayers, the 
Tears, the Dcfires, the Hopes of the Father that be« 
* got yu, ant the Mther that bare you, to be loſt 
Lo #fd fruſtrated? If your Parents be yet alive,wouls 
—_— : i 
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Þ 5+ n20t be the joy of their heartÞ to ſee that CodÞ 


ſmall mercy to you, that God ſhould make you to be :; 
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Circumciſed yours? , And if they be dead, will yo p: 
avt be afraid to meet them at the Tribunal of Feſws% 
Chriſt , in an nnregenerate condition ? Tt was no * 


+4 


the ſeed of the righteous: and 3t will be xo ſmall 7 
aggravation of your fin, if you ſhould not be a tighs 1 
tcous ſeed. Perhaps beſides your immediate Pas | 
rents, your Fore-fathers and Anceſtours were ſuch | 
as walked with God in their ſeveral generations, 1 
and ſo Godlinefs hath (through free-grace) been, as } 
it were, entailed upon your houſe , from one age to 
another. Now what a dreadful thing would it be, © 
if any of you ſhould cUat off the entail of Goalineſl 13 
Or that you ſhould goto Hell, whoſe Parents are gos 
ing, or gone to Heaven. Let me deſire you to obſerve 
thoſe words of David, Pſal.116.16. Oh Lord,trus |! 
ly 1 am thy ſervant , I am thy ſervant, and the : 
Son of thy handmaid. That yo4 are the ſons of } 
the ſervants, and hand-maidens of the Lord, ſeuld ; 
be lookt upon by you, as a ſtrong engagement to be } 
the ſervants of the Lord your ſelves. | | 

As for you whoſe Parents are not godly ; that : 
muſt not keep you from lavouring to be ſa, becauſe. | 
if they are not ſuth, yet they ſhould be ſuch. And £ 
rather than they ſhould be wicked for want of ſome | 
body to give them warning 3 ſo farr ſhonld you be | 
from following them in their unlawful ſteps , that 
you your ſelves are bound in Conſcience in an bums 
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=o "The Fpiſite Dedicatory. | 
Dl reverent manner to inform them of their ſin, and} 
& danger. See Jonathan dying it to Saul his Father, 
1 Saln.19. 4,5. It would be the higheſt miadneſ in 
you. to throw away your owa fouls, though you| 4 
> ſhould ſee your own Fathers throwing away theirs] þ 
| before you. | | ( 
| As I ſaid before t» thoſe whoſe Parents were| 4] 
gracious, that it would be a dreadful thing for them | 11 
to cut off the entail of Godlineſt, So nor T ſay to 
ou whoſe Parents are wicked, that it would be al y 
bleſſed thing for you to cut off the entalzof fin : which n 
zf you ſhall do , will alſo cut off the entail of thoſe] 4 
Fudgements which otherwiſe might come upon you | f, 
for your Fathers iniquities. - Read to this purpoſe, | n 
EzeK.18. 14,15,16,17-. And ob what an bonour| þ 
will this be to you, if you ſhall ds that which is right | ft 
zn the ſight of the Lord , when thoſe out of whoſe] y 
bowels you came , did that which was evil ! Mark] (i; 
what notice is taken by way of commendation of | fi 
young Abijah, the Sox of wicked Jeroboam, becanſe| 3 
in him was found fome good thing towards the #:; 
Lord. God of Iſrael, in the houle of Feroboan,Þ C 
1 King-14+ 13+. It is matier of great thank fulneſh, | b 
and rejoycing to aty beholder , that good children 
ſhould come even out of a good family : but that the n 
branches ſhould be holy where the root ras not , is] tl 
\. matter of greater admiration, and praiſe. And yet 1 
ſuch wonderful mercy doth the Lord ſymetimes ſhew T 
#0 ſome Children, who atther by the Fathers, nor} r« 
| Mothers 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoty.”*® - 
Mothers fide, can plead any right to the Covena Tas 
of Grace: Be not diſcouraged thereſore from looking 
after the Promiſe, becauſe you are not, according to * 
the natural birth. the ſecd of true believers : but re 


pet and believe the Goſpel, and then, inſtead of that 


(and which is more than that ) you will according to 
the ftiritual birth, be the Sons of Abraham, yew 
tbe Sons of God. 

Now. iz order to the ſecond diftinGion. Some of 
you are ye in your Apprentifhip and Service, it 
which you ourht to behave your ſelves with that obe- 
dience to yur Governowrs, with that diligence and 
faithfulneſs in the duiics of your places, that you 
may be bleſſings to the families into which God by 
his Providence hath called you. Take heed of pride, 
ftubbornncſt, idlencſs, evil company, and of wrouging 
your Maſters in the leaſt kizd. Be much in the con- 
fideration, and imitation of Jacob, ad Joleph. The 
firſt of which ſerved Laban with all his power, Gen. 
31-6. And the other was ſo careful and conſcien- 
tious iu 'bis Maſters bufineſt , that he made hin 
Overſeer of bis houſe, and put all that he bag into 
his hands, Gen. 39. 4. 

Twould adviſe you to get ſuch Scriptures by heart 
which inſtru ſervants in their dutics , eſpecially 
theſe, Epheſ.6. 5,6, 7, 8. Col.3. 22, 23, 24, 2 5s 
1 T1M.6. 12. Tit.2. 9,10. 1Pcet.2. 18, 19, &c- 


| Take your Bibles, and turn to theſe places, and 
read, remember, and praGiſe them. 
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'-— The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
who not being contented with being vile themſelves, 
do defire to draw others into the fellowſhip of thei 
works of darkncſi, theref-re let not that word des. 
part from you, in Prov.1. 10. My Son, it fnners 
entice thee, conſent thou not : and verſe 15: My 
Son walk not thou in the way with them , re- 
frain thy foot trom their path : Sce alſ5, Prov, 

4+ 14315, Oe 
Conſider what 2 comfort it will be to you, when 
you ſhall be ou: of your Time, to look, back upon thaſt 


years, fur the term of which you were bound to 


Conſcience , that your have been faithful. Strive 
to be ſuch in yur ſervice, that when you are to be 
gone from y-11# Maſters, they may rather be ſad, 
than glad to part with you and conſider that thaſt 
that are not o0'd ſervants, are never like to be good 
Maſters. Whateccr dificulties or hardſhip any of 
you may mect ith it your Appremiceſhip , by th 
finful negled of your Gwernours in doing their du-| 
ty; let not that keep von from ding yours 3 and pray 
to God to help you through al., azd to ſanGifie the 
worſt ts you : And if ever you ſhould come ty bait 
ervaxts your ſlves , Took that yore be better t0 
them. thay fach Miaitcrs 124VE DEEN t0 Y9Ho 
And now for you; Young men, whoſe years of 
Apprenticeſhip are expired , and who arc no lynget 
ſervants , becauſe you are free from your Majters, 
lou 


bY Hd becauſe there is a ſort of wicked young onet; 


your Maſters , anw to have the teſtimony of a good| 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. © 


ety Fre have a wid- I rld bef.re you , _ heed 'h# 
eg your be not lojt in it , by wrindring from the pathe 
ih of Gods command ments, either 

el 1. In the abuſme of yur liberty, or 

Is 2. [7 the al nn of your 17a: Aer. 

ly As for y ur Liberty, Remembc ' that though the 
& yoke of y ar [Mjters be of » Jet yu mult keep toe 
VI yoke of Chriit on 2 o7 youu mult tak it upon you, if -IÞ 
yet you have #3t» As you bad a Maſter on earth 
mn whoſe Servants you were to be for a certain time, 
ſe] ſo you have a Maiter in Heaven , whoſe ſervants 
to] you mn't be for ever. And this will he no unwel- 


e] 4 good Maſter the Lord is to all that ferve him in 
ef ſincerity, and with all their heart, Though there- 
1 foreryou have obtained freedom from man, yet you 
ſe muſt not t2he ary freedom to fi;  8rainf God , and 
d| though you are, in that rc ſhe, at yuur owndiſpoſe, 

of get you muſt not live as a a 778 were your owne TI 
11| think that Toung men at the coming out of their 
| + time had need count it one of * the hecial Himes of 
Fj theirlife, whercin they ſhould be mit watchful. For 
e it may be eaſily oblerved in t10 oo that there is 
& facch profaneneſi then manifcjtcd , as if hell weee 
v} broken looſe. 

In the uſing of your Trades and Caliings in yur 
fl own Hwuſes and $ hops, to which you are come, you 
| muſt manage all things as thoſe that do not mike. 
| mens pratiiſes but Gods precepts the rule of your 


al come newes to yort, if you 41 but underſtand what 
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, and ſelling, and dealing. Beware of the Jond he 
of money, which is the root of all evil. 1f an eſtat(ilj 
will not come handſomely within your reach, but you[Lu 
muſt go out of Gods way to get it, let it paſt, zt is 0g. 
not worth the having. T would not for all the WorldIyou 
have that to anſyver for, that ſome have for grow-|kut 
ing rich by unwarrantable wayes. T bat will be ſad #/ 
gain at laſt bcy 4 vrings the boff of the ſoul. Ir ycr 
mens horrible unbelic cf, and 1omor. _e and diſtruſt-| bef 
fulneſs of Gods al-ſufficiency, that mahes them tbinkl ba 
they ſhall aot get awed for themſelves, and thein to 
to live comfortable upo1 , unleſi they ſhould ſtretch| ble 
their Conſciences beyond ihe due bounds. And be on 
fare that which is unjuſtly goiten will be followel| w/ 
with a blaſting , whea that which is hoxeſtly come] th: 
Ly, will be followed with a blcfling. 0) 
And now for a conclitfion to all of you. IPhatl co: 
ws hitherto been ſpoken, is but, as it were to pre- den 
pare you a little for that £ creat duty of Remembring] fa; 
N OW your Creatour in the dayes of your| he 
YOUTH, to which 35 you are commanded by God 7 
fo yore are exhorted and arrcetd by mt in the follows | 
zng diſcourſe. You have had the Fathers of your 
ficſh, who have cor rected you, tO whom you havel. 
(or Prould have } given revercnce : but there Is a 
Father of your Spirits, who hath Created you, 
bow much more ſhould you be in fubje&ion un- 
to him that you may hve? Heb.12. g. Be furs; \ 
Jour never ' well remember your ſelves, if you forg "he 
| f 
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we Lord. Then the Prodig al-$ on came to him= , 2 : 


uf he preſently thought of returning to hu Father, 
Luk.15-17,19,19. Notwithſtanding all your ſins 
againſt God ,. bis bowels of love will receive you, if 
you do ot refuſe the mercy that is offered you- He 
knows as well how to pardon the penitent, as to pu- 
wiſh the impenttent. Tt is his ininite goodneſito 
yz ſouls, that you (hould have ſome to warn you 
before it be too late. Tn the number of which T 
bave deſired to be one. out of an hearty wel-wiſhing 
to your etcraal good. IT ſhall ercatly rejoyce , and 
bleſs the Lerd, if I may be inflrumental by aity poor 
endeavours of mine to get you free from that guilt 
which is mentioncd jj Dent-3 .32. 18. Of the rock 
that begat thee thou art unmindtul, and haſt 
forgotten God that formed thee. Nyw read and 
conſider what follows , and the Lord give you un- 
derſtanding, and add bis own blcſſing, teaching yore 
faubfully to improve all the helps and furtheraxces 
he is pleaſed to vouchſaſe unto you for your ſoils 
avantagee = 
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HE Txt opined andexplained. Pag. 1, | 1- 

To: Dottrins , That ut # a auty incumbent upon all 

young men, to coſerrate the prome aid ſtreugth of 

ther aayes to the /er uae of God. 34 * 

The Reaſons of the point, 4 
x &ſe, Reprorf of thoſ who acvnte the flowre of their age to the 

4 feruace of Satan, and thier #:ful laſts, and r ſerve their decayed It 

'* ſtrength for God and his {rvKe. 9 
2 Uſe, Exho' tation unto all jou 2 iti touffer wnto God the foft- | > 


F -. _ fats of thirr lives, I's 
20 Several Objetito's of any $057 men arain't t Debr Cary ferhing 
| 48 J and ſerui's af Goa ani: el. 13 ITI 


E Sevcral Dribtions [uitavic to youn? men & 
1. That they !abox; to bs w:ll rooted and grownded in the Prin. [ft 
 Ciples of Rel:g107. | is | © 

2. That th:y 'etura to the Lord, The Natre of Conver fron | © 


opened, 2b Joe Avonets throne, T2 

3. That at th-3t fiiſt jittin 9 they content not th mſcl-1e» with | 3 
a comp:tent fluck of ma cy ta $2941 the world withall , bat | 3 
that they likew {+ get a oof ſtock of graze. 213.4 
H WD tia2reuato. 221 IV 

4. That they lpUe es.ily and £74005 rus: with Direftioas | © 
thereunto. 25 | © 


I. At thy fir aw thing ir the Morizng tt 142 this: heart to God 
ma ti:ath id aL MIGW 12 00 CHEAT 0 Dis PECy t0 tne the nieht I 
paſt. 2 | | 25 g 
11. So [002 as thou art ready, beforuthes (oft abort the works 
of thy Calling, withdraw thy ſit into jene private place, and 


there por: Y 04T thy ſoul "#70 Go 7 fy fer vent Prayer, 25 f 
[II. Having 59g48 105 gy with Projer , thes oetake thy /elf to | | 


the 
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28 


'Þ the duties of thy particular calling. | 

6 k follwing whereof ſptcial rezard ouzht to be had tothe ENDS, 
«3d MANNER of performing them. 28 

For the Manner of following thy calling , theſe Rules are to be 
obſerved. : 29 

, Be dilicent theftin ; but with the: two Cartions 29 

x, | 1- Bewaie of laying ot the firength of thy heart aud ſpirit uport 
at | thy worldly bufineſf's , which ought to he reſerved for com- 
of munion with Goa, 29 
;| 2 Beware that thy worldly buſineſſes ad implovments ao a0t 
a ?groſs toy whole time ; but allow thy relizi0:us antaes their 
hs proper and ſufficient ſ aſo1. 29 
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Il, Follow thy worldly buſratſſes with an heavinly mind, 
1. By raifing matter of heavenly meditations from the ſame, 30 
2. By oft lifting up thine heart ts God in ſhoit tjaruiatory 
Prayers jor his atreftzon, aſſiſtance, aid vl:fſeng on thy pains 
and endeavours. 30 
ITI, Be juſt and honeſt 32 thy dealing with mn , avoiding all 
gutle and deceit, 3! 
The hetnoufneſs of ſundry Vices whereunto young m1 art addifted, 
# ſet forth with ſeveral preſervatives againſt then « The Vices 
are. | - 


I. Diutkeantſs. 24 
2. Wantoangs and uncleanat. 39 
3. Prophane and raſh ſwearing. = 


4. Lying, | 4 
lV. Direftions in reference to thy tho'ghts , woa-ds and ations, 
concerning which ar: given, 1.Gentral. 2, Particalar Direft- 


01s. GI 
General Dzre:ons are theſe, 

I. Engage thy ſel” deevly ia a deſirn for Etcraity. G1 

2. Let thy whole life be a proſecuting ad ſervicg thy godly d'= 
ſein. G2 


1%4t thou maiſt the move cffeftually proſecute it, and Drofþer 12 Its 


I, Zct faith and love be the wo8t of thy life , ard ths ſeveral 


_ aft ions of its 6z 


4 


"The ents, 


he pes. 


_ 


3. Let the gloniſying and engoying of God be the end of thy ie 
aid of all the duties of it. 64 

Particular Dire6tions for ordering our lives and afFio1s accor- 
ding to God (anifs are ther, 

T, Bewaie of [ing aa the wilful omiſſion of any þrown duty, 


2. Eve a0t in the prattice of any known fin. 68 
3. I/ thou vaſt b:en overt ab. it With any fin , and thereby made 
a wud wn thy Conſcience , (ich an h aitog Pla'fier by ſound 


Reventance, and faith in the olood of Chri?. 70 

4. when though gracethos artrecovrred , tak: heed of alling 
back acan. : 71 

5, Be modtrat? in all things, T2 
V. Direftios #1 reference to you” Carriage towards others, 979 
VI. Hav? ſpecoat reg.a1d to thy relative dutics: 89g 


Toe? ſþzcial relative autres ancumbent on Gouvernous and Males 
of Familie, are thiſe, 
T1, Lit your hiſs w - uly perfumed by a Morning axd 
Eventing $45 ufice | P-ayir and Praiſe unto God. 90 
2. Let the Word if Gotb: frequiitly read in your Families, 
| 91 
3. Set one tine apart 31 (woiry wath to Cattchiſt thoſe ui 
ary yo: charge, traching them the chief DP! inciples of Re= 
[-101, 91 
4. B: careful that wy ſe.” and Faialy keep the Lords day 


«3 the = ard will of God be the rule of thy ati 015. 
| 6 
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CHAP. I. 
The Expoſition of the Words. 


Eccl. 12. 3. Remember now thy Creatour in the dayts of why 
Touth. 


& by an emphatical Irovie diſlwade. you 
$2" men from thoſe youthtul luſts , and fen- 
DI] LEA; ſual pleaſures , whereunto they, are natu- 
RD ERR ES rally addicted ; and that by the conſide-, 
=>” ration of that dreadful accoun; they are to . 
give unto God at the great day, as verſ.4- Rejoice O Joung, 
mai in thy youth , and walk in the wayes of thine heart 5 and 
in the ſiebt of thine eyes + but kaow thou, that. for all theſe 
things , God will bring thee into Judgement, As if he had 
Þ laid, fince thou art ſo ſet upon it to have thy-will , and 
Yihy way y to ſuck the ſweet , and make. the baſt of whar is 
M{Ffore- thee , rake thy courſe , take thy fill of thy pleaſure, 
+ | B ea .4 
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eaſe, and hearts-content whileſt thou liveſt : but remem-.. 
ber what comes Mter , and know that for all thy ſweer 
morſels, and pleaſant draughts, for all thy pleaſant fins, and . 
youthful libertzes,and thoſe yain and wicked courfes, where- 
1n thou nowtakeſt ſuch conrent and delight, God will bring | 
thee into judgement : dye thou muſt, thou knoweRt not houy , 
Joon , and atter death theu ſhalt be brought bcfore Gods þ \ 
Tribunal , there to anſwer for all that thou haſt done, and 
reccive a juſt recompence of reward, Remember this, OF | 
young man, end then go. on thy way at thy peril. ; 

Solomon having thus diflwaded young men from their g t 
youthful Infts and pleaſures : In the beginning of this Chap- | p 
ter be perſwades them to the ſreking of Ged , and tha | 
from their youth, and younger years by ſevcral arguments. | , 

The br is couched in the four firft verſes of this twelithY 
Chapter , raken from the unfitncſs of old men to lerthem- { þ, 
ſelves to the ſervice of God , which they have negleRedſ} þ, 
nll the former ' part of their lives : Rewembey now thy CrtaefÞ g 
"TFEur 74 the dayes of thy youth , whil: the evil Aayes come nat, | 
#0! tht years draw nigh , when they ſhalt ſay, Thauene pla be 
ſurt ix they. Peiefly to clear the words. = 

Remember.) Young men of all orbers in this caſe , haveſÞ z4, 
bur ſhort memorics, are apt to forget God , his wayes and 


mm. 
” 


to 

' : Judgements ,/ and to leave che care and minding hereof toff ,,. 
their old age. Therefore the Wife may knowing how un-F fri 
fit avd unſeaſopable that would be to enter upon fo greataf .{g, 
work in , adviſeth them to begin betimes , and early 1 he 
fix their thoughts on God, and to conſecrate their ilrengtiF gy, 


from the very firit to him, For this 7emew brance 10 thgyent 


doth not anly import 8n att of memary , but ſuch a calling An, 
ro mind as works upon the aft:&ion , and _—_ » ſoa thir 
to ſet us a doing of what we know and rengemaber. Þ fan 

To remewber God is the ſame. as to k1ow God, to loue, alt Io, 


jear aad (erve bim. Tis the ſame counſel which Solanmy flock 
here: gives , Which once he received from his aged Father A the 
_ 1 Chron, 28: 9. Aid they Solomon ny Son , krew ow & TN 


bs 
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| God of thy Father, and ſerve him with a perfeft heart, ard wile 
| bng mind. As God is ſaid to remember man, when he. 
| thinks upon him to de him geog : Se man doth then re- * 
member God , when he thinks upon him ts do him ſer- 
vice, | 
{ Thy Cruatoir,) From whom thou hadſt thy being , and 
+ well-being , thy Creation and Preſervation , and therefore 
{J oweſt thy {elf, and ſervice: wnte him. As thou art from 
God, ſo thou oughteſt tolove and live unto hinx : he made 
thee this living ſou] after his own 1mage , and thereby as 
thou art more capable, ſo art thom the more obliged uate 
| him; and thar | | 
Now is the dayes of thy Toath.} Which 1s the prime of th 
time , the flawre of thine age , the ſtrength of thy life, 
TY when thou art able to do him the beſt ſervice. God will 
"{ be ſerved with the beſt , and all thy fireogth , and will not 
|] be pur off till thy ſtrength be gone : therefore noW:in the 
-| flowre of thy youth give up thy ſelfunto him. . _ 
| . Erem the drift and ſcope of $9708 in theſe words, may þ 
"Y bc raiſed this point of DoQrine. K / 
De@&, 14 45 a #iutty incumvent upon:all young men to conſecrate - * 
ths prime and ſtceagth of thiir dayes to the ſervice of Gad, So 
to remember Gad , as ta-deyote chemſelyes to him. This 
of was Typified under the Law , where the Lord required the +; 
"1 firſt-frits to be dedicated unto him , the fiſt-5onto be * 
-ſanRified unte him , and the younz Bullocks and Lambs to 
he offered in Sacrifice unto him. Which was written for 
our learning , to teach and infirut us , to offer unto God 
thFſervice of our youth as well as the ſervice of our old age. 3 
S And is 1t not moi cqua] that as the firft-frwits of other 7 
{ things , ſo the firſt?r-its of man , of his ripened under- * 
{| ſtanding and afefions ſhould be given unto God 2 Was the 
I Lord greatly eftcndedywhen as men reſerved. the bait of chan 
4 fock to themſelyes , and offered the old , the blin&\, and® 
the lame. unto him > And will he be well-pleaſed-that we "1 
 $$cQte eur yough ; aud younger years to the {eryice of $a= "I 
('. 3 7 Ea city - ©; 
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ran , and the ſatisfying our own lufts , and reſerve for him 
only our decrepit old age? | 
This is likewiſe commended to us in the example of divers 


young men recorded in Scripture. We read of 1/aac , that 
while he was yog he accuſtomed himſelt to prayer and me- 
ditacion, Gin.34 63. Ot 7oſah, that when he was caght 
-years old , he did that which was tight 3a the [iz of thi Lord © 
And :n th: cighth vear of his reign , while be was yit young , he 
beran to fe:h aftir the God of David his Fath tr , 2 Chron. 34 
verſ1,;z. Cf 6badich, that hb? ſeared the Lord from 13s youth, 
'T King.18. 12. And of Tiro:hy , that from a Child h: had 
kyown the boly Scripturcs , which were able to make him wije 
unto {alvat'on, 2 Tim.3- 15. If any ſhall ask, whirewithall 
(ball a yo ng man cl aiſe his way £ Surely by fo.lowing the 
- Example of ſuch rare young men as thefe were. = 

The Reaſons of the point. 

Reaſ. r. Twith 3s the fitteſt 1312 that can be river wito God, 
as being the Spria:time , and excellenteſt part o thy life, In 
the grave there is no {ervirg Gud * in thine 07d age jt 1s bad 
ſerving him , by reaſon of the manifold weakneffes and in- 
firmities which do accompany the ſatne : therefore thy 
Youth muſt needs be the fitreit time for his ſervice. For, 


r. Toth is moſt ali v1 and vigerows , quick and liviy , bi-| 


32g not at all cloggrd with the infirmities of age. Then is thy 
body ſtrongeſt , thy wit ſharpeſt, and thy memory moſt ca- 
pable, and retentive. How unworthy then 15 it fur thee 
to Sacrifice thy youth to Farchius and Yenus , -to ungodly 
{cniuality and Juxary , andat laſt to Jay thine old bones up- 
on Gods Altar> O what piity is1t , that the Devil ,- the 
worl4', and the fleſh ſhouid have thy cream and flowre? 
And how ſhameful that God , to whom thy whole life is 
due, ſhould have only thy bran, aud orcgzs ? 
2. Toth is the tine of ftrercth y ard the ſervice of God 
being no ealte work calis for thine utmoſt ſtrength ; the 
*NRrength of thy body , as well as the ſtreng:h of thy mind, 
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The word in the Greek dyoi{tds , lignibeth a firivirg 
with our utmoſt skill , ſtrength , and activity , as wreſt- 
lers do for maſtery. And ſaith the Apoſile , work out your 
ſalvation , where the word inthe Original zal:igyatere, 
fgaifieth ro work with the greateſt induſtry. O'd men 
whoſe ſtreng;h is waſted , are bke to make but poor wreſt- 
lers, and as poor workers : And therefore what fitter time 
can there be in earneſt to ſet upon the difficu!ties of reli- 
gion, and godiinels, and the mighty and weigaty works 
thereof, than in the ſtrerg h of cur dayes 2 

Reaſ. 2. The ſervic: of thy yo..th is the mot acceptable ſervice 
wto God, When Abrahan manifeſted his willirgneſx to 
Sacrifice his young $07 Taac, upon the command of God, 
oh how kindly did the Lord take it and thereupon pro- 
miſed, y-a {wore unto him , ſaying , Beca:fe tho: haſt done 
this thinz , that in bleſſiaz I will bl thee, Gen.22. 16. In 
like marner , if thou ſbalt conſecrate thy younger years un- 
to God , which is, (as it were) to ſacrifice thy Tſaac , he 
will take jt kindly at thy hands , and thou ſhale be remem- 
bred with a blefling in thine age : for with ſuch ſacrifices God 
is well pleaſed, When our Saviour heard the rich man inthe 
Goſpel ſay , All theſe commandments have I hept from my y0 th, 


The Evangeliſt noteth, that beho{:i:rg be /8ved him , to ſhew 


poflibly , how he loverh the ſervice of yeung men, how 
plealing and acceptable it 1s tro him. Ard it is queſtionab'e, 
whether God who clls for the firſt fruits of thy life , if 
thou deny bim that , will accept the g'eanings of thine 
2g. | 

Real. 3. Azothir reaſon may b: taken from the momentary 
ſho tncfs , avd mutable unccitaiity of thy life, So ſhor} it is that 
the whole of it from firſt ro laſt is little enough tor thy ne= 
ceſſary work : To get an intereſt in Chriſt, to mortifie thy 
Jufts , to furniſh thy ſelf with grace , to fill up thy fruits 
of righreouſnefs., and thereby ro make ſure to thy ſelf a 


J6ayes or hours. 


better life , believe: it, theſe are not the works of a few 
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And ſo-umcertain is thy life , that thou haſt no aſlurance © 
ef living one day longer. And therefore as taou haſt any do 
regard to the eternal welfare , and ſalvation of thy precious | 
Soul , ir behooverh thee now , eve! now to ſet to thy work, th 
to abandon thy fins , to cloſe with the renders and offers of fh 
Jeſus Chriſt , to give up thy ſelf to the ſervice of God ; For 
hou knoweſt not what a day or an hone may bring forth. th 

A man that hath a werk of great conſequence re be dane, | 
and bur one dey for the doing it , had need riſe early in 
the morning , and with ail poſſible ſpecd to tall upon it. Þ F 
This is thy caſe , thou haft a great work to be dore, even | | 
the ſalvation of thy precious avd immovtal ſoul : and but | #* 


\ 2little time allowed thee for the _ ofit, and that very 
| \ uncertain. Doth it not then concern thee ſpeedily, without | 2? 


any further delay to ſer abont it , and to improve thy pre- * - 
cious time to the belt adyantage ? | : 
Real. 4. May be taken from the unctrtainty of conv fron is m 
t 


thixt old a3, Thovgh thou wert ſure to lire long , even to 
old He > and thereupon ſhouldſt give up thy ſeif to thy ſen- | ©9 
ter 


fra] ties , and incourape thy {elf therein by the hopes 
of an afer-repentance : yet how canſt thon be ſure , that | ** 
then at laſt thou ſhalt repent > Converfion 1s nor in mans n: 
power , it is the work of God which he is pleaſed ro work to 
on whom , and when he will. God is merciful to offer o 
grace , but he 1s juſt alſo rs puniſh the negle@ thereof. I | 
have read a Story of a prophane fellow who wis often wont | Y 
to {ay , He doubted not but that he ſhould repent at laſt, ol 
& he had bur time to ſay three words , Domine maſercre met, in 
Lord have mercy on me. Not long after riding overz crazy | ,, 
bridve , both horſe and man fel) into the River. Butin- | ” 
fiead of ſaying the former words , he cryed our in theſe It 
u#hree words, Capiat envi Damen, the Devil take all. Young | g 
men {et this be a warning to you all, venture not on to |, *' 
morrow , bur to day if ye will hear his vaice , harden not your | ** 
Gears, Pfalg5.9. Now God calleth and inviteth thee to | 
& quan from thy fins wnto hjm > and in good earneſbto ſet up-, : 


TY | 
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door of thine heart , offering to enter , that he may dwell 
in thee; bur if thou refuſe to let him in , kow knowelt 
thou whether eyer he will knock again > and what if he 
fhould not > O what if he that knocks at thy door to day 
ſhould (if thou now open not) never knock , or look after 
thee again forever 2 O where muſt thine everlaſting dwell- 
ing then be ? ; 

Real. 5. ay ve taken from the manifold wiſchiefs which 
Will /ollow upor thy niet o! God iv thy yo th. 
8, The loner thoupitteft it off , the wore aifficalt thou wilt 
nd it. The difficulty of it will be encreaſed by delay : if 
thou find in thy telt ag unkcne(s or indiſpoſition to ſerve God 
in thy youth , thau wilt be more untic , and indiſpoſed in 
thine age: for both fin groweth fironger and fironger , and 
thou weaker and weaker. Theretore *tis rarely ſeen that 
ſuch who ſerye the De v2! in their youth , do {erye God in 
their old age. How ſeidom do we kear of an old finnes 


his fpats ? then may ye alſo ao good , wha are accuſionied to de 
eval, Jer.13.23. As 1t 1t were a thing impoſfible for one that 
hath continued Jong in a courſe of {inning , to leave and 
forſake jt : and to give up him{clt ro the ſervice of God. 
Surely with man it 15s impcflivle , thouga net with God, 


unto whom vl things are poſlibie. Ir will be therefore thy 


tne power of thy corruptions , left they orow too ſtrong 1n 
thee to be maſtered and {ubdued 

2. By vejuſery to ſous God wn thy youth , thou w'lt provoke 
1:1 to regrdd thee in thy age. If a Souldier ſhould ſpend the 
ſtrengin of his dayes in ſervice againit his Prince and in 
n1s old age ofter his ſervice to him ,, would he , think yon, 
accept thereof, and not rather reje(t both him and his ſer= 
vice > Cault thou imagine that God ſhould accept the ſer- 
vice of thine old age , when thou haſt ſpent the irength 


nour fo, ang ſ-e how he will take 3r. 


. +9 


@n the praRtice of an holy life. -He now knocketh at the -/ 


converted 2 Ca the Ethiopian change his Shin , or the Leopard © 


wiſdom , betimes , even mm thy youth to ſer thy ſelf againlt  - 


of 7 
thy youth inthe ſervice of Sin and Satan > Serve thy Gaver=.# 


Real. SI 
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&  Reaf.6, May be taken from the benefits which follow and || hr 
+ @conpany thine early ſerving of God. FR 
Y x. Thereby thou wilt prevent mani'old fins , eſpecially thy { of 
youthſul luſts , which to many prove very bitter 11 their "Bo re 
when God is pleaſed to fer them home upon their Conſct- | fu 
ences, or ſuffer them to fly in their faces, 7ob ſpeaks of ſome | th 
wicked men, (Job 29. 11.) whoſe boxes are f. If of tre ſins of Þ| in 
their youth , meanirg that they feel more ſmart of them in | by 
their old age , rhan ever they tound pleaſure and del:ght in | in 
tem in their yonth. : "0 
Such asin their yourger years have rakengreat pans, ard | pi 
thereby got heats and colds , ar? apt ro cry out of Aches, | he 
and ſliches in their Age, Young {nrer look for it, thy | w 
early pleaſures, and youthful wamonneſs, and that drud- | ft 
gery which they have pit thee ro, are like ro be ſtiches in Þ ca 
rhy aged fides, and ſwords inthy heart and ſou]. ſe! 
Oh young man , how ſhould the conſideration thereof | of 
ſtirr thee up even now in the dayes of thy youth to remember 
thy Creatour , and to dedicate thy feif unto him / thercby | Rt 
thou rhailt prevent both thy preſent fins , ard thoſe bitter | -- 
returns they are otherwiſe like to make rice aiter many 
dayes. | 
2. By thize carly ['rviazz 0” God, the exerciſes of Religion 
will be more plea/ant and caſte unto thee. For often uſe will 
bring thee to a cuſtome, and lovg cuſtome will work m thee 
an habit, which will be eafte and familiar , and habits | z/ 
whether good or evil will be more eaſily gotten in youth | 
than in ag2. | 
' 3+ The ſoon thon be'znne3 to ſerve God be , the greatir | pz 
wil be thy reward hereafter 33 Hoavea. For thy reward there | ſer: 
will be proportioned to thy work here. Though no man | tin 
ſhall he rewarded for his works , but only for the merits | for 
of his blefled Saviour Jeſus Chrilt ; yet God of his free- | 
grace hath promiſed to reward us according to our works, as | uni 
Et the Apoſtle expreſſerh, Rom.:. 6. - He wil! render to every one 
'*#_ @ccording to his dieds , 1mpiying that the meaſure of glory 
'Y E Ere® | 
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hereafter ſhall be proportioned to the meaſure of our ſan- 
: Rificatton 'and obedience here : So that I may apply thae 
of the Apoſtle , (1 Cor.g. 6.) He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall 
reap fparingly , ard he that ſow.th bountifully ſhall rear bouatt- 
fully. Look as here mens harveſts are uſual-y ariwering to . 
their ſowing : In"like manner tlie. r:ward of Geds people 
in Heaycn ſhall be anſwerable to the feed which is ſowen 
by chem here: he who ſowcrh '1boratly here , abuundin 
in Cutics of piety , and works of Righteouſneſs , ſhall have 
a libera] reward in Heaven, Now the looner any man be= 
ginneth to engage hi- heart ro God , the more {.rvice will- 
he do him »n this life . agd corirquewly the grearer re= 
ward ſha!] he have frcm him in the 11t- ro come. Oh what 
ſtronger argument . or greater enconragement than this, 
can young men pcflibiy have to devote and confecrate them- 
ſelves {rom their youth , and tender years ro the ſervice 
of their Creator ? 
The point bc1ng thus proved by Srrs ture, Examples, and 
Rea,0ns, Ceme we now to the application thereof, 


- 


CHAP. It 
Co:taintth both ar 11ſ" of Reproof, and of exhortation, 


aſc. FS ita duty incumbent upon ail yourg men to cn- 
| ſecrate rhemſc]ves ts the ſcrvice of God > than 
""ſu;h are to b. repraved who dcvate ther flowre and 
prame ts the fervice of Satan, and thi (aful luts ; and re- 
ſerve their decayed ftrength for God and his ſrri3:0 , accoun- 
ting the very dreggs, and retule of all ro be good enough 
tor him, for whom the beſt and principal 1s not worthy, 
Under the Law they were forbid!cn to offer a y thing 
unto the Lord that had a bl::ih, os that wire lare ard 
blind, Lev.3-1. 22.13,19 20. 2nd Deur.t5 21. And for 
tranſgreſſing this Law , the Lord repr. hcnded his people 


by 
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evil? Offer it now to thy Governour , Will he be plaſtd with 
thee ,- or accept thy perſon , faith the Lord of Hoſts, Was the 
Lord preatiy oftended when as men reſerved the beſt of the 
flocks to themſelves , and offered the old , the blind , and 
the lame unto him? And will he be well-pleated , that 
thou ſhouldft dedicate thy beſt unto Saran , and reierye 
for him only thy decrepit , lame, and withered age, when 
as thy bovy is ful] of diſeaſes , and thy mind of intirmities ? 
W1ll God accept the Devils leavings > Shall fin have thy 
blood , and thy ſpirits, and thy marrow , and thy God 
be pur off with Skin and Bones > He that hath had the beſt, 
may even take ail: God will Jaugh at thee in thy Evening, 
who laugh} at him inthe Morning of thy dayes. 
We generaily confeſs that our ſins muſt be left, and that 
God muſt be ſought and ſerved , but we cannot accord 
of the rime when to begin, One ſaith, he will begin when 
he hath ſerved his Apprentiſhip , and s out of his time ; 
anothee when he is made Free , and ſet up for kimſelt : a- 
nother when he is Marryed : anather when he is Old. Thus 
every one is apt to procraſtinate. The whote World a!- 
moſt are men for hci ty, When muſt God be minded > 
Hereafter. Vinen iu theſe ſouls be Jooked to > Here- 
after. Wiicn mull thefe fins be ſent packing > Hereatrer, 
When we kave ferycd our ſelves of this World y then we?!! 
be for the cther World 5 and when we have farisfied our 
Luſts, then we wil} ſatisfie our Conſciences ; and when 
we are unfit and unable for any thing elſe , then we will 
follow God. When we are {ca:ce able to tun our wearted 
bones in our bed, then will we think of turning to him. 
Canft thou think God will accept thereof > Believe it if 
thou canſt. Mark what the Proptet Ma/achz ſpeaketh , 
Chap.1. 14. Cir{:d he the gectiver that hath in bus flock a ale, 
ana vowtth ard contrateth wito the Lord a Corrupt thisg, 
Who ha h the Male of thy Flock > whoſe 1s the -born th 
| ny 
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The Joung Man's Guide. 
thy ſtrength 2 Doth the Devil carry away that y. and muſt 
this corrupt thing , this weak, and weary, and _ rime 
of thine age be the offering for God > what thinkeſt thou 
will he ſay to thee , bur cr/ed be the deceiver that hath an his 
flock « male, and cojecrageth uato the Lord a corrupt thing. 
g(ez. Of Axhuitatioa wite all yours mea to offer unto God 
the firft<fraits of thur lives, to give themſslves to hin betimess 
and jorthw'th ts have done with the ſervice of thur ſins , and 
in earneſt to betake thimſelucs to bolia;f and rightto: ſuefs of life, 
Though the Devil, the world, and the fl:ſh have been 
afore-hand wich Chrift , and have gotten poſſeſſion of thine 
heart , yet now without further delay give a bij! of diyorce 
to them all; caſt cur the bond-woman , and her Chile 
dren ; and open unto Jeſus Chrift , who ſtands Znocking at 
the door of thine heart for entrance , who by tie admont=- 
tions of his Miniſters , the motions of lus ſpiric , and checks 
of thine own Conſcience doth call out unto thee , Open to . 
we, T pray thee, lit mecomeis, Oh let not thy love tothy 2 
Luſt fo far prevail with thee , 2s to put of Chriſt to ano= # 
ther times but this day open to him , embrace him for thy 
Prircce and Saviour , refign up thy ſelf unto him , to ſerve 
and obey him , before thou art too far ingaged in the. ſer- , ® 
vice of fin and Satan : ſay with David , That God: ſhall-be 
thy God, and thay wilt ſeth hin early, Pſal.63. 1, Even now * 
mthe ſpring of thy life ; 3 
Conſider, O young man , how urfit old age 1s either to © 3 
erapple with thy Luſts, or thy duties, to reſiſt the Ty= 
| ranry of fin, or to bear the difficulties of Religion. We 
| hnd by experience that the ſoul ating by and through the 
body , aGts according tn the diſpoſition thereof, When the 
body 1s dul} and heavy through age ,- or infirmjty , the 4 
ſou] a&ts thereafter. k. 
Now therefore , O young man , inthe morning of thy * 
| life , while the faculcies of thy ioul-, and parts of thy body Þ 
are freſn and quick, ſer thy face Heaven-ward ; Though 2 
tou haſt fooliſhly miſpenr ſo much of thy oyle already 1h 
| vanity .& 
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vanity and pleaſure, in fin and wickedn: is , yet now be 
aſhamed of thy folly , and bewatie thy former miſper time, 
and manifoid miſcarriages , reſolving with the afſfiffance of 
Gods grace, to abandon thy Luſts , and to give up thine 
heart unto God with a.l ſ-ced. 

Yourg man , it thou mini not now in the dayes of thy 
youth , the things of itine crernal weitare , it 15 a queſtion 
whether ever thou wilt doit. It is rarely found thar ſuch 
as have tun out their youn and freneth in che ſervice of 
the Dt vil, doever prove the truc ſervants of Gad jn their 
age. For an old 1 nrer to be convertcd tsno ordinuy, nor 
eniic thirg. Can 4 mane vora when he 7s oli ? was Nicad:s 
mits his wonder, And tru\y for an cold finner to be Rege- 
rated and born anew , may be the wonder of us all. Exam+ 
ples of this k:nd are fo rare , that 1: jt were contidered , it: 
would make o!d ſinners tremble. Beſides canſt thou ima» 
gin2 that fach a {inner dcſerycth favour , who cometh in 
to {rye Gol at laſt, wizznne can ſerve his Luſt no longer? 

Now , C young man , what 1s thy purpote and refolutt- 
on? Art thou yet tor thine od waves, and fenſual delights? 
Or &oR thou intend to givca preſent adien to them , to- 
gether with all thy lewd compantens 2 Ant to gtve up thy 
ſelf ro God, to devote thy ſelf to his fear and ſcrvice » 
For otter tou knowe!?t , this may be tae ye: y day and time 
of thy laſt choice, Oh be net fo too'1th and unwiſe, as to 
chocte the plcaſurcs of fin here for a teafon {which without 

'unfeizned Repeatance will aturedly erd in everlaſting 
torments) before the path of life , which certainly leads 
unto eternal b iſs ard Happineſs. Why wilt thou not now 
be wiſe to eternity > why wiit thou not fpecdily renounce 
thy former wicked comurlrs, and \ewd companions , and 
embrace the wayes of god'in. i5 > The Lord perſwade thine 
' heart thercunto. Fetter thou hadti never been born, than 
that thou ſhou'dſt at aft be found 1u the caſe and way that 
now thou art in. What not yet enovgh of thy folly , and 
vanity 2 3h:2 wilt tho retuiny O WH fiall it ence be © 
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1 Cortameth ſeveral Objefiions of many young min agaiat that 
early ſ.ching and* jervi'g of Gol. 


4 | 

N «a ; 

Know there are ſeveral ObjcEions which young men 

f are apt to make for themſeiy2s againſt their early ſcek= 
ing , and ſerving of God , which I ſhail endcavour to 


: anſwer. | 
: O?;. 1, I have rimeenough before me , ani therefore 
. | may for a while longer ajlow wy ſelt my liberty. Here= 
. | after may be time enough to turn from my {ns unto God, 
-. \ andro mind the cterna] welitare of my {ou}. 

; Anſw. 1. Conſider as the (hortnefs, lo th! unce:tainty of 
; | thy {fe. How many have we known in our own experience, 
> | who when they have promiſed themſelves life for many 
. | years, have then been ſuddenly taken away ! Thou wo 
tayelt thou haſt time enough before thee , canſt thou upon 
. | good ground affure thy ſeit of another day > It not > whar 
' | foly, yea whar madneſs mult it necds be to live one'da 


FF 


- 


longer in ſuch a condition, in which if thou ſhouldſt dye, 
- | thou art miſerably undone to all eternity / 

{ chou ſayeſt , though [ am not ſure to live another days 
yet 1 am likely, b::ng in good health and ſtrength. | 

| [ anſwer, Peradvenrure thou mayeſt live another day. 
; | But what man i his right ſenſes would put hu everlaſting 

: | faivation upon a peradyenture > + | 

| 2. Thou who d:laye to (rue God out of a pretence thou haſt 

| | time enouth before.thee , I would azh thee , what ſhew of rea= 
| for they haſt for is ? Happily thou wilt ſay , oh the content= 
| ment I find in my preſent courſe is ſo [weert and deligheful . 
to me, thar I cannot as yer deny my ſelf therein !. Bur is 
thy Luſt ſweeter than Chriſt > than pardon of fin? than * 
peace and r:conciliation with Ged2 yea than the joyes of 7 
: H:avend 3 
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_— Heaven ? Sure thou art a Brute , if thou ſay ſo. Andif 
” not, why dofſt thou not preſently reform ; and return to 


& the Lord? Is it too ſoon for thee yet to be happy > Thou 
art worthy to dye for ever , who chooſeſt to lye longer in 
: the ſtate of the dead, when thou mighreſt preſently turn 
and Lve. 

- 3. Though God may, and doth ſometimes receive unto 
mercy an obſtinate finner , who hath Jong deferred the 
looking after the ſalyacion of his ſoul , even to his old age; 
yet it 15 rarely found that ſuch who have lighted the ten- 


_ 


cations of Chriſt , in the former part of their lives , have at 
Jaſt cordially accepted of them , but have been july left 
- of Godto periſh 1n their obltinacy. Becarſe I would bave 
pereed thee , and thou waſt not purecd , ſaith the Lord to his 


By 120Ycs tHL T hav? oanled ny inry to reſt upon thts 
and walk in the wayes of godlineſs , I muſt look tor no- 


thing bur jeers and ſcofts frony my companions and ac- 
quaigtance- 


a blefling unto thee, For ſaith our Saviour , Matth.5, 11. 
Bleſſed are ye when men ſpall revile yau , and ſhalt ſay all mas- 


Y if , Haag glad » fot great as JO: /eward 1 Heaven, Therefore the 


* £0 ſuffer ſcorns and reproaches , yea any thing for the name 


WE that takes from a Saints credir, doth add to his Crown. 
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F * the World + for who ever grew rich by a ſtrict and oy 
WE walk- 
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ders and offers of grace , and turned 2 deaf car to the invi- 


people, Exck.24.13. tho« ſhalt not be purged from thy filtbimſs 


bj. 2+ Should I now in my yourh ſet upon the pradtice, 


. Anſw. Tho jcers and ſcoffs which are caſt upon the? by thy | 
carnal friends ſhould be an exrouragenteht , rather than a digs | 
courage nent ia the wayes of Godlinſi , in that they may prove |. 
Et - wer of evil aga'nſt y0u jaiſely [or wy ſaki Rejoice and bs excet= 
rimitive Saints rejoiced that they were accounted worthy! 


; of Chrtif, Scofts and diſgraces do oft-umes encreale-, 3 
4 the graces of Gods people, {o likewiſe their glory: He 


.* Obj.' 3, If E ſhould now-in my youth ſet my ſelf ro the | 1 
ſeeking and ſerving of God, -” mult look to be low and poor ' 
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- walking > Yea have not the rich men of the Werld ra 2 
their families ro ſuch greatneſs and granduce by wicked Pra- "2: 

ices, aud unconſcionable dealing ? "24 
Anſ. I. True 3s 35, the wicked for the moſt part thrive aud 
proſper in the Warld 3 God giving them their portian.in this i 
World to make them the more inexcuſable. | # 
LI, It 35-0t Godirncſs', but raticr the want tbereo' that oftes 
eccaſrontth 'overty, The wiſe man ſaith exprefly, Proy.z 3.21. of 
The Drankard ang the Gluttes ſhall come to poieity, And 
ſpeaking of the fin of 7'bercaem , ſaith, Proy.6. 26. By the 
means of « Whorifh WWomai:, 4 wan 7s brought to a piece of Bread s ; 
that is, to ſuch extream Poverty , that he hath ſcarce a * 
piece of Bread to ear , but is forced to bcgg from door to 
door , for 8 morſe] of bread, $0 that it 15 Wickedneſfs, ang 

_ not Holineſs that brings beggery and rwue. 

| Obj. 4. vhould I hearken to your counſel, I ſhould there- © 
by deprive my ſelf of all joy and delight ,- (which is the 2 
very life of my life) and lead a ſad , melancholy lfe. - Ber: +. 
what doth more abridge men of pleaſure and delight, than” { 
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wajking in the wayes of Godlinels ? | # 
a Anf. 1. A Godly lie will not deprive the 6; all joy z aud 


achght , but oly change thy regoycing in Evil , for regoyeing in io 
that which is Good, Whereas before thou rezoycedft inthe 7 
pleaſures of fin in rioting ayd revelling , in chambering and 
wantonneſs ; now thou wilt rejoice in the #urance of Gods 
4 Love , and o thine own Salvation , -in the. pndoubted To- 
ſtimony of his Grace , and fayonr towards thee , which-is 
| radced a bleil-d change of joy from carnal to ſpiritual, from 
# that which 1s yaw and frethy , unto that which 1s ſound 
* and falid. 6. 
2, There i ng joy (8 paravie ts their joy , who ſet them(ehvts 
ts ſerve God in truth and fiictr'ty. Such the Apoſtle Peter Ny 
*(aith , Rejoice with joy uaſbeakable and /ull of glory, 1. Pet.1.8 
Therefore the Wiic man {peaking in the commendation of 
Godlineſs , faith , Hir wayes are wayes of pleaſanin:fi, Prav. 
3-17, Whereby it appeareth tha: Godliaels goth not deprive 7! 
| men 27. 
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men of all joy, and del .ght : bur rather the more Godly 


any are, the more joztul , at Jleaft the betrer rignr and 


title they have. cher-unto; whereupon ſaith one , 270:ld# 
thou I've cher f fly ? then [vt Godly. 


The which ſhould be an chcouragement unto all young 


men , who are yet unreſolved , ſpeedily without any fur- 
-therdclay , to conſccratc their youth and younger ycars un- 
to God and his ſervice ; betim:s to walk in the wayes of 
- God:ineſfs, tha: fo their lives may be rhe more comfortabie, 
and joytul. 


CHAP. IV. 
Contaieth Tircft ons [nitable to 104un7 inen, 


Avirg anſwered the Objc@ons of ſome Young men 

againit their eariy ſerving of God. I come now to 

£ give you lome D reftions ſuttabi: to your ſtate and 
(01a:ti0). | 

1. Labor to be well rooted ad orounded in the princ:ples of 
Relttaon, otherwiſe you will ſcon be carryed away with every 
w.nd of dorine, and ſo made a prey to every ſc ducer. Ob- 
ſerve who they be that are caſictt ſeduced by Pap;/ts, Oua- 
keys, and fait Teach'rs , ana you will find that they were 
fuch , who were neyer well grounicd m the Principles of 
Religion. As therefore thou wou.d{t be preſerved from all 
erroneous D2&rines , and damnable Herefies , labour in 
the uſe of ail means God hath fanRifed , that thou maiſt 
be iwell rootzd and g: ounded in the truth. To that end, 

1. Learn fome 208d and ſoxnd Catichm. It thou canſt nor 
ger it by heart, tnen 1ead jt over azain, and again. Thou 
maijſt read and hear much , and yet never attain to a well= 
. grounded knowledg: in Religion , til! thou beeſt well in- 
 firufted in the Principles of it, This the Apoſtles well 
2 knew , therefore they delivered to thier ſeveral Churches a 
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" form of Dofrine , which contained the fun2mental Prin-_ © 3 
ciples of Religion , which Every member rherevi was per= 
feftly to Jearn, Rom.6.19, 2 Ti 1. 13. Heib.5. 12. and 6. 
2. Take all opportunities of read'ng the writtizgs of godly 
laiacd men, who by their labou's have cleared th! main and 
principal po'nts 0” R livann. | 
3. Eſpecally o? frequent in reading the holy Sci*ptures, which 
z contain not only the Principles of Religion , bur alſo all 
neceflary truths to be known an4 praiſed. For this , Ti= 
wothy is comme nded , That he had kaowpn the Scriptures from 
bzs Chilabood, 2 Tim-3 15. 
I I. Returs to the Loid. Repent and be converted to 
God. : 
For the nature of converſion , It is 4 turning , 0! Come 
back tothe Lord. Sin 1s our departing, or going away from 
God : Impenitence in fin # our keeping away trom hime 
Converſion is our return, or coming back to God. > 
For the better prefling this great duty I ſhall uſe rwo ar- 
guments. 
* IT. Thy Necefity. 2. Thy Conmmoa ty. | 
I. Thy neceſj:ty me thinks (ho ld prevail with ther. 
A neccflity 1s lard upon thee to turn to the Lord , and woe 
to thee, if thou turn not ; thou mult turn or dye , Matrh, 
I8.9, Except ye be converted , yo cannot enter into the Kmedom * 
of God. Neceflity 15 a mighty argument to perſwade to 
any thing. What is there but necefhry will perſwadE mer 
to ? 
This argument of Neceſ{tty- hath great place inthe pre- 
ſent cale : 1t int necetlicy thar thou bes Converted, for 
. r. 1's xeceſjary that thou live , that thou ſecure thine own 
e being , and the bjefledncſs thereof , that thy ſoul be fo 
looked to, that it be not left to dye and periſh for ever. ' 
This 1s of the higheſt neceflity for every man to lookto it, - 
that he go nor down 1nto the internal pit. Ir is not neceflary }. 
y to be rich in this World , to have great houſes , and fine 
cloaths , and coſtly fare, and many friends 5 to. be ini 
| C 
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88 The Toun Man's Guide. 
- health; to live in credit and-proſperity in the World. Thoy 
* "maiſt be, and be happy without all this , there*s many an 
honeft poor man , who hath lived comfortably , and con- 
' tented[y , that hath ſcarce been worth a groat , beiides his 
labours, and it may be hath ſcarcely had one friend in the 
Wor!d to relieye him. But it's neceſſary to keep thee out & 
of hell , to keep thy ſoul our of the hands of the Devil ; this 
1s more neceſſary than to have a being : better thou hadſt 
never been born, than at Jaſt to be damned. 

2. It”s necifſary to be converted that ſo thou maift live. Thou 
dicft without remedy , thou dieſt wubout mercy , if thon 
turn'not , Ezek.18, 31,32. hy will ye aye 2 turn and live, 
Intimating that it's impoſſible but men muſt periſh ever- 
laftingly if they turn not, Excipt ye repcnt ye ſhall all periſh, 
Luk. 13. 3. 

TI. Thy commodity o. profit perſwades thee to turn tothe Lord; 
Commodity is the great argument of the thrijty world , 
that puts them upon all their labours. What will not men 
undertake , and endure for their commodity This chooſes 
their habitations ,. builds their houſes , plants their Qr- 
chards, this animates their trades , and tis the encourage- | 
ment and reward of all their labours , the profit thar is ex- 
peed to come in by them. | 

Why now ſinner conſider , Godlineſs 1s the great profit. 
Rs profitable to all things, 1 Tir.4. 8. There's nothing truly | f 
prohble beſides, Sinners count that Godlineſs 1s good 
for nothing , unleſs ro make men proud and conceited. 
Fools cry out with thoſe, Jeb 21. 15. What is the Almighty 
that we ſhould foros him , and what profit ſhall we have, if 
we pyay uitto ham ? They count that this 1s the only thing that 
ſtands in the way of therr pot;t . their great hindrance 1n 
the Worid : they think they might get more, and thrive 
better , it it were not tor this Godlineſs , this Conſcience 
hath been many a mans undoing. How many a man is 
there., that hath loſt a good living , becauſe he would keep 

a gcod Conſcicnce? If it were not for this Conſcience , 
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' Men might get ner only by honeſty, - but by fratd 'or by - 


*labour in the work of our ſouls , *rwill then be a great-come 


|. greatelt weaknefles and diſtreiles. Sinners when their eſtates 
" are gone, their labours are done , their pleaſures are 
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Violence; lying, or falſe-fwesring might then bring them” 3 
in many a penny, but Conſcience pares off all-that gain, - 3; 

But yet what-ever fools think , Godlin' ys great gatnts © 
x Tim.6. 6, it is our only profit. Nothing can truly be # 
counted our profit , bur that which is, or contribures t6 
our happineſ?. Wilt thou call that thy profit which whem = 
thou kaſt it, thou art like to be never the better for'it: > ** 
neither the honeſter man , nor the happier man >: Nothing +, 7 
can be accounted our happineſs ; or conducing to jt 5 bug 
that which either will abidc by us, or do us good whert 
*ris gone. Holiheſs will abide by us , and the exerciſes of 
holineſs will do us good when they are over and palt., In 
fuch times when through ſickneſs , and weakneſs, or ſome 
orher invincible hindrances , we cannot pray or hear , or 


fort to us, that we have prayed and heard ,: and laid up 
againſt ſuch a rime of need , wheri we had ability. ' The 
fruics of praying will remain, and the very remembrance 
of our faithfulneſs to God will be a comtort to us in our 


over; then they will know whether theſe thihgs be theis 
happineſs or no - 1666 
This gettmg life , this merry life which thou now bleſ- 
ſeſt thy ſelf in, this life will nor laſt alwayes with rhee, and 
when *tis gone , then thou wilt ſee how wiſe a.man thou 
wert in promiling thy ſelf happineſs in ſuch things as. theſe, 
where 7s ths hope of th! Aypocrite though be hath gazed 4 when 
God ſhall take away his ſoul ? Job 29.8. Thy foul, man, thy 
ſoul muſt be gone, the time 1s at hand wheii God wyll 
rake away thy foul , and lay it in the dark for ever 2 
when that day comes , where then will thy gains'be 3. Phat 
ſhall it profit a man to win the whole world , andloſe his Own 


Yeung man, what a:t thou for 2 Art thou for.-profie® - 
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&- wilt thou ſtudy thine own commodity > wilt thou ovunt that 

* thy profir, which will make thee the honeſter man , and 
* the happier man > wouldit thou get ſomething to comfort 

thee when thou-art oid> wouldit thou be really happy 2 

Then -go to God , joyn thy ſelf to him, give thy ſelf to 
him to be his ſervant for ever ; Get the Lord co be thy por- 
tion , and then thou mailt fay , Return to thy viſt, Oy 
foul ,* for th? Lord bath dealt bountifully with mc, Pial. 116, 9. 
Wiltrhou now Young man , take thee Arguments and urge 
them home upon thine heart ? ſtand in the preſence of 
"God , and in hisfear reaſon thus with thy ſelf, Why ſhould 
I not now become a ſincere Convert to God ? 

1. Is thire not. a neceſſity laid 1:-pon me ? Mult I not either 
torn or burn? Is it not nectfiary for me to look to the {41> 
vation of my ſoul? and 1s there any way for that bur by 
turnivgg from my fin > My fl:ſh pretends neceflity for my 
ſerving of it; I muſt have bread , I muſt have cloathes, I 

muſt have money ; I am ſure theſe things are neceflary for 
me , for I mutt not ſtarve. { bur is there not an higher ne- 
ceſlity here > whether I have bread or no, whether I ſtarve 
'or no, I muſt look to it , that I be not damned for cyer. 
'$+3- forsþ# , and all that a man hath will he give fo; his bfe 
Job 2.4..T but «kin and flcſh , and bone and life , and all 
muſt go , rather chan Joſe my foul IFfT can live and main- 
tain my" {e'f !1cre in an honett way , it muſt be dene. If I 
can bea rich man , and a 200d Chriſtian , a wealthy man 
and 4 godly man, *tis well enough. But whether I be 
rich' or poor , I muſt have Chriſt , and life , and Chriſt I 
catinot have without turning from my fin to him. 

What © my ſoul , art thou ſuch an encmy to Godlineſs, 
that thou wi't rather dye , than become a godly man? Art 
thou fo in love with thy carnal and earthly life , that thou 
Wilt ſell thy ſelf to the Devil rather than change thy courſe? 

"Will thy mneceflity prevail nothing with thee > Thou art in 
neceſſity , O my ſoul, innecefiity of Chrilt , in neceflty 
"of parden ; in neceffity- of grace and holineſs. Thon En 
ba” | - ready 3 
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' ready to periſh a flave to Luft , a ſlave to the Devil ; theſe 77 
tyrants are thruſting thee down to the erernal priſon, thou 
art in neceflity of Chriſt ; there's no hope of eſcaping bur? % 
by getting thee into Chriſt. 3h 

2, Wold it wat be for my profit to turn ? How canlI ſpend: 
my time to berter adyantage , than by making the everſalt-, 
ing Kingdom ſure to me > whom doit thou , O my ſoul, 
account to haye been wile men , and che beſt husbands in* 
the World, whoſe care, and whoſe jabour have beſt tur= 
ned to account 2. either thoſe who have gotten oyle into 
their Lamps , that have been ſowtrg to themſelves 1n righ=- 
reouineſs , that have been laying up tur themſeives trea- 
ſure in Heaven ; or they that have had their occupation 
wholly about this earth , or elſe loytered rheir time mn 

| mirth , and 1dleneſs > which, of theſe two ſorts doſithou. 
think are beſt. provided for. > whole . Harveſt or Vintage.is 
like to be! the moſt plentiful and blefled > Howeyer then' 
judgeſt now im this ſowing-day, y<t-when the reaping<day- , 3 
comes , then in which of the two caſes wouldft thou be, et=* * 5 
ther of thoſe who have ſown in Righteouine#,” and reap 
in mercy : or eiſe in the caſe of thate , which have ſawnto. 
the fleſh and:reap Corruption z which -have-ſown in ini-' 
quity-, and muſt reap-in wrath'and fire> would jr-not be. 
more to rh35profit co reap with th 2 righteous and the godly,. 
than with-the wicked and- ungodly > why des: the.caſe 
ſtand thus > 1s jt both necefipry and profitable tor-me-to be. 
a fincerc Convert to the Lora? Come my ſoul., away with: 
all excuſe”, away with all delayes » come in this day, and ; 
yield thy ſz. to'che- Lord 3 come, - give thy (elf, come yoyn; 7 
thy ſelf to him in a perpetual Covenant , that ſhall never, # 
be forgotten. | TT | | 
' TILT. At thyfirſt ſettins up , content a0t thy ſeif. with a come 
petent flock of money to begin the World withal : bat. be jure like= 
wiſe to. cet 4: good- ſtock of gracte., ,Thou art*ts drive two: 
trades together, a trade for thy body ,. and a trade for thy, 
foul; and each trade muſt have = diſtin ockto be maitt* 
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" Is no ſtock to begin upon. Thou mailt as well drive a Trade 
for thy Body without a ſtock of money, as a Trade for thy 
| Sou! , without a ſtock of g:ace. Ger a ſtock of, ſaving 
=  prace, a ſtock of faith and love, and habitual holineſs ; 
 wpon the wiſe improvement of this , thou wilt grow rich 
© _unto God. This is the true riches, the beſt rickes, a 
© AJittle of it 1s more worth thanall the World., 
. ' To help you therein, take theſe DireEions, 

Te Mota, and with (if poſſubly) for thy graceliſt conditi- 
#1; take upa lamentartion , and ſay , wo: a"d alas that ever 
7 was bor , efÞccially, that Thave lived thus long in a grace- 
ER condition without God , and without Chriſt un the world !. 
O what will berom: of me i; T dye 33 this eftate ? Surtly bell and 
aavaution muſt accds be ay: portion to all eternity. Thus make 
thy cloſet an houſe 'of mourning, and know that the mourn- 
- Ihp of thy ſoul will cauſe the earnings of: Gods bowels to- 
= pon thee-z ſo that he 'will not deny graze to a mourning 
© "2. ASthoy woildſt have prace , frequent the means of grace. 
& Tmean the/Miniſtry of the Word , that being the ordinary 
Infirument whereby the ſpirit of God , who is-the princt= 
= pal Author of Grace , doth conveigh Grace irto.the hearts 
of liners, ' 4.2. 41, We road of three 'thyifand finners 
who had erage wrought in their ſouls, by one Sermon, Yea 
AZ.10. 44. It 18 ſaid, hilt Perer was Preachiry, the Holy 
Ghoft /zll on all them that head the Word. 2 

* And: therefore O young man, as thou deſireſt true ſay- 
Ing Grace, frequent the Miniſiry of the Word, take all 
occaſions 'e& hearir.g the ſame , both. in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, And for thine encouragement know , that as grace= 
my and:prophane hearts as thine have been ſanGtified 
- y the ſpirit of God , as they have be attending upon the 
| Miniſtry ofthe Word. And who knoweth-; but thou waiſt 
6 find the ſame fied of the Word upon thy ſou}, whileſt thou 
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We 3g. Beware thou neg/eft not the day of grace, Theroare cer= © 

tain ſeaſons of Grace , when the Lord makes tenders and. 

*: offers of Grace ro the fouls of poor finnexs. Yea there is 
no man thart lives in the boſome of the Church , but proba-. 
bly he hath his cr1t;cal day , a certain time for grace, which 
if he negle&, itis a Queſtion , whether ever it will be 
offered to him again. Happy therefore , and thrice happy 
are they who obſerve thole ſeaſons of Grace , and know 
in their day , the thirgs that concern their everlaſting 
PCACE. 

Now it may be God ſpeaxs home to thy Conſcience , 
now he warmes thine heart , and puts thereinto good. pur= 
poſes and reſojutions, Ir will be therefore thy wiſdom care- 
tully to obſerve, and improve the ſame to thy ſouls ad= 
vantage , not ſuffering them careleſly to paſs away ; leſt if 

} thou loſe the benefit of thoſe bleſſed motions , thou loſe 
life and ſalvation for ever. F- 
4. Be earneſt with God in Prayer , who 3s the God of all 
grace, that he wo-1d be pleaſed to vouchſafe unto thee his holy 
- fanftifying ſpirit , which may quicken thy dead foul , infuſe 
the Grace of life , and make thee partaker of his holineſs, 
whereby thou maiſt become a new Creature. Beg of God, 
that he would not put thee off with the things of this World, 
but that he would bleſs thee with ſpiritual. bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and that he would enrich thee jn the 1nner 
. man, with his ſaving and ſanQifying graces. What the 
Apoſtle Zames ſaith of Wiſdom is true of all Grace , 1 any 
one lack it , lit him ask of God , that gzuith to all men liberally, 
ara upbraideth not, and it ſhall be o4zen bim, Jam.th Fo .. 
© young man , may Grace be had for asking > Ask' and 
ask again , never keep filence , nor ler fall thy ſuir till thay 
haſt obtained. 
y Fe Stir up an thy ſoul an carueſt louging deſire after grace. To 
| that end conſider the exce}lency thereof, Confider , I fay 
[ .. rhe excellency of Grace; Ir is a beam of the Divine Nature, 7 
a fpark and ray of glory z which puts ſuch an excellency + 1 
> 2 upog 
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E, - upon aperſon, that al} others are vile perſons in compari- 
fonof him. Agracious ſoul is the rareſt piece of all Gods 
work-manſhi'p, of more worth than ali the wealth and 
. riches in the World. Nothing ſo graceth a man as Grace 
doth,” being the image: of God in man, whereby he becomes 
like unto his Creatour, which is the greateſt cxcellency that % 
can be conferred on a Creature, Yea Grace 1s aromatical, 
ir embalmes the [tving names of dead Saints : whereupon a 
ow perſon when he dics is ſaid to carry a good con- 
cience*with hitz , and to leave a g50d name behind { 
him. Y 
- Tthajl cloſe this Direftion with a word to thoſe who have 
fome comfortable evidence of the truch of grace in their | 
hearts, exhorting them that they content not themſelves | 
with any meaſure or degree of Grace , burgabour and ſtrive 
after 'perfe&ion , adding Grace to Grace , and growing 
© AFfrofy, one degree of Grace unto another till chey be perfect j 
#3 men and women in Chriſt Jeſus. Though you ought to, be 1 
b- contented with a competency of woridly wealth , yet never ! 
talk of a-compeic:iicy of Grace , nor take up with any de- « 
free of it a'rcady obtained , as it you had enough , and d 
FF mnecdedno more, Ir was the Motto of Charlcs the fitth, Plus 
7 W#lra, thatis, more yit , orj:rth:r yet. And it ought to be 
T every Chriſtians Motto, Go 97 :7to perfeft on. J F 
\ To periwade you thereunto take thele Arguments. 
Y. Hereby you will gana co fortable evidence of the truth of 
Z Grace #2 you. For true Grace hath this property , that 
Ef though it be weak, yet it wili grow , and increaſe might1- 
By Iy. - It is an ill figa to fit down {atished, and reſt contented 
| with 2 little. # Sure thou haſt none at ali who art ſatished 
with that little Grace, thou chinkeſt rhou haſt, 
' *2. Conſeder that after the work of Grace hath been wrowht 
in you , there 3s 4 great dgal more work to be wrought by Jou, 
many Juſts ta be conquered , much corruption to be ſub- 
dued , many temptations to be reſiſted , many Graces to | 
be exerciſed , {cyeral duties ro be pertormed , my of 
> : | — 
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them hard 5 and difficult to fleſh , many exeat things to be' S 

done , and bitter ſufferings to be endured for Chrilt , your ZY 
way be called to the fiery tryal , and 1 (iifter the jofs off * 
that js dear pnto you. How can youTmagine to go thravg 
all rh: {2 works with a ſmall degree ot Grace , 2nd mcalure' 4 
of ttrength 2 : 
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Coitaineth Direftions bow to ut a Gailly and gracians fe. 1. 


Etake thy felf to 11:10 a Gooly ana Graco { 
For thy help therein rake cheſe D/-261025, _— 
I. At thy firſt awakii's is the mami: Ma liſt up thi ine” 
heart to God in a tha»k{ul achaowieg meat of bus maxey ond 
the mrht paſt, m giving thee {uch quiet reſts 4 
whereby thy body 15 re rcſh:d, and thou enahl "for the. 
duties of the day, , And bcg of Go] thar he wou}d ſo alliſt 2 
thee with his Grace ard holy Syjrit , that all the rhoughts "4 

of thy heart, and words of thy mouth , and warks; 
thy hands the day fo lowing , may be acceprable.in. hp 
f:gnt, 4 
And in regard the Devil at thy firſt awaking is very. arch" 
ful to take poti:fljon ot thine heart, by cating nog 
wicke:-|, worldly, wanton tioughts ; Lt will b thy witdon 
ro prevent him , by fixing thy heart on ſom2Ap1r16da! fuby 
jet , as on God, his Word > or Works ;- ttts rl 
or properties. Good thoughts 1m che Morngng wil fo.teafon” 
thine heart , that thou ſha.r retain the fa Ur of {uch a 2ra- 4 
Cious be ginning all the day afrer. warty 
11. So /08# as thou art ready , oifure thou co2't aGaut t I 
works.of thy callins , withdraw thy [il into. 'one private Places þ FA 
and there; '0:re ot thy 'oul unto God by fervent avd ett ial Praya...? 
e/, Be hn ro. open thine heart ro Go , betore thou, 
24 thy ſhop to men... This ircreh Prayer We find ME a 
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= mended by Chriſt himſelf, Matth. 6. 6. 1 thou prayeft 


783, 


8 enter 3nto thy Cloſet, and whin thou haſt ſhut thy doar , Pray 
E> Ztathy Father that ts ia /ecrit , and thy Father which ſecth 472 {te 
& cret ſhall reward thee openly. And we hind that what he com- 
&manded , himſc!f praftiſed , for Mark 1. 35. Itis faid , In 
T the Morning Chriſt weit out , and adepartcd into @ ſoirtary place, 
= ed there prayed. How careful the ſervants of God have 
= been therein, none will qucition, who are acquainted with 
= the Scrſpturcs. 

=” Belides all the Bc:ofi;s of Praycr in general , Secret Pra- 
k=yer hath theſe ; ; 

ns. 1. 1t wi be ome Ttcony of the (Encirity of thine beart. A 
han may join jn publick and Family I'rayer meerly in Hy- | 
Wpocrifie , to gain the applauſe and commendation of men. 

& But he that makeik Conſcience of Praying in ſecret , and 
& that in obedience to the command of God , with a defire 
& to approve himſelf unto him , hath Come good evidencc of 
” the truth, and fincerity of his heart. 

2. It 3837 or {ecrct Prayers that Gol doth ard aarily giv? the 
-- preateſt diſcoveries of his lov: Fargo met with the bleſſing 
- when he wreſtled with God in ſecret. When Petcr was 
” Praying alone upon the Houſe , be {aw a Viſion , and heard 
- @ voice fron Heaven [Prakins uito him, At.10. g9,10,0%. The 
#24 fecrers of the Lord are uſua.ly revealed unto his people 
Fy When they are ſecking him in ſecret. Chriſt giveth his 
p Iweeteſt kiſles , and dearclt embraces to his ſpouſe when 
= Me 1s alone. 

= Yet how is this duty of ſecret Prayer generally omitted, 
| Efpecially by the younger fort of Citizens / whoſe heads, 
- and hearts , and'time are fo taken up with ſenſual plea- 
E ſures , and worldly buſinefles , that they can fcarce allow 
& themſ:}ves any time to ſpend with God in {ecret. Surely 
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: tuch do plainly demonſtrate thar they love the World , and ? 
the pleaſures thereof, more than God himſelt. Nay how _ 
#-can ſuch ſay that chey love God at all in truth and fincerity, ?. 


= When they delight not in communion with him > nor - 


TITS ©: Ze 
EET x SOT ITY A 

£4 5% __ : 

LEES, 2 R244 Bl Fr 
- fe Is 4. ay i Wo. 


See gh? WIR Oe 
"0% * 4 5 OI Ie 

arte COLE” 

4 4 5 vt & 

COT 
by, "> F - 


Ot SO TR EEE dE GR bee ner 7 he. 
Eee MN ep F= cab ia _# - "+ I 
» 
; 


The Young May's Guide: 297-1 
love to have any entercourſe with him in ſecret ? # | 
| Oh young men , that I might prevail with you for tie” "i 
3 time to come, to be more conſtant in this duty ; that you” .; 
would not go into your Shops, till you have been with God* 4 
in private , and there offered up your morning Sacrikce of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving ; I befcech you for the ſake of 3 
your precious ſouls , plead no excuſe from worldly buſineſs 3 
| ſes, + The, Devil and your own corrupt hearts will find many 7} 
occaſions to diyerr you from the duty , but ſay to them as Þ 
Abraham to his ſervants , ſtay you hire, while I 20, and 4 
worſhip the Lord yoader. IJ 

Should thou owit thy niorning Devotions for anyWorlds 
ly bulinefſes, rhou wouldſt thereby hazard the luls of thy? 
precious ſoul for the gaining of a little Worldly Wealthg 3 
which can yield thee no true comfort. And what will if ; 
avail thee to gain the whole wordd , and loſe thine own ſoul? * 
Mark 8. 36, 4 

Friend , let this my Counſel be accepted of thee, and 
prevail! with thee ; ſet upon a conſtant courſe of ſerious fe- yl 
MN cret Prayer , or elſe never talk of Chriſtianity , or Religt» 
on in'thee , thou hatt nothing of ir. A Chriſtian without 

Prayer , .4s a man without breath 5 Prayer 1s the very 

breathing of a Chriſtian ſoul. ; 
In the performing thy ſecret devotions obſerve theſe 
Rules. oY 
1. Brware 0” doing ther is a cwiſory , cariliſs and formal 7 
way. He who ſerycs God careicfly , 1s like to bring a.curſe- 
upon himſelf initead of a bleſſing. For C urſta 1 he that dothy © 
the work of the Laid negiigeatly, Jer.q8. 10. Such Prayers a8} 
are performed coldly , and negligentiy , they are as it they ©; 
had nor been done in Gods account , and' ama: is!neve 3 
the better for them : Yea he is the worſe for ſuch Pra 
for they leave the heart more Worldly and Covetous, 'malle. 7 
hard and obdurate than.it was before - and more gwiltybes :: 
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tore God. | Ito ©. 
2, Let thy Prayers pe fervent , peiformed with earneſtineſt_of 
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i2 LL and aff ion. Sev thy ſelf in good: earneſt to-ſeek the 


rd, whrich'is the only means to prevail with him , for it 


A is the terucat Prayer on:y that 75 effecFaal, Jam.5. 16. To tis 
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End | be ſure thou give not way elther t9 drowfin. fs of budy, 
*or diſtractions of mind, unto Which we are ai] naturaliy 
too too prone : bur fiir up thy: ſeif to the duty, *putting 
forth al! the firength tho u canſt therein. Though thy ſtrength 
be bur weakneſs , vet it thy ftrergth bein the work , Bad 
4 will accept there of, 
S Among other” aireftions which might be given to 7 "oIVE 


away wandring Ty (2 ls dy 31} Dr aye & 9» and to raiſe AP.” ive 


& afcctlions therum, take notice of /heſe two. 
Py, Mak? oe: fe fir bh 4 j lace '0f the rotormati'e: * theicg?, 


FE. aber: thou maſt je thy 1” Nee, mrd-not 5: beard of oth:rs, The 
: Voice in Prayer wii} be found very ett: ual bath rſs cp 
{thine heart cloſ> to the duty., and to q uickrn? tune aft. - 


Ei ns there'n, 
2. Tf notwithſtandin wtiou fradeſt thy 32d 5. ith Geer p67 


Ht ring #2 Prayer at s Worldly mers. it wil b. a. £30: { courſe, 


: 32 thy Cloſ t Newn'?9n ro (ay 'b l: heads over a ain  Wh3: Fe 
thou athuoredt w3itho.it any O#{: (04120 » -abouring 2% 10 kcep 
«can hearr croton er to the : duty 0.79 p -rform it wah morc 
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| Gaatain:th Dir: diars fo. the 1 az o: tolowirg thy particular 
7 427 Calltrg. 


” 


WRT. thus £16 , the aay w# to P Fa)t y tho: mult thn 

bitake :thy ſelrrto the diutios of tiy particular Calling. : 

;: . for paritcular Callings , are of Gods anpoimment, 

—_—_ our own.g2od », and the” good:of cur. Famiiy , fo for 
the benefit of others. 

{> In following whereof haye ſpecial regard both to thy E nds, 

E nil {aaner of Performing them, 4. . For -— <li 
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2. For thy my 


£ 
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ferve z and fol ow his ei nce in the uſe : of ho meang 
he hath apvointed for the getting a comfortable ſubſi! Hance. 
fur thy ſelf and fami! y * S 
. 2, For the imanuir 0, ſollowins fy Cailng , . obſerve he 
Ryles ; n E 
1. he d{igent thert'n, To live without a Calling, or not! 
| to labour ihorein, arz both ſinful and twnwarrantable, 
[or thine encomragement unto diingence 1N thy Calling | 
s © Sol 04 teils chee, Prov, 10. 4 Tee haad 87 the dit ent mak: th 
1 .ch, And Prov 13. 4. {hat th? foul of th: a ltgent ſhall be 
| ae fut. Whereas wh isthe rout both of beg: gary, and - 
n of ail mariner of wickedneſs : yea the Devils chiefeſt oP- _ 
EC portunity and advantage for tempting men unto fin , and 
| therefore may be called , th: hour 6f temptation. For when. 
the Devil findeth men moſt 1dle z he will be ſure to ſer 
| them on his work. Therefore it was good counſel which 
"I St. Zirome gave to on2 ut his friends , Be thou alwayes about 
{ame lawful b+ſturfs, that when the evil comes , be may not 
fi'd ihe idlay If Satan ar any time nnd hee not about 
that which 1s good , he will ſoon let thee about that which 
15 evi). 
4% 1hough thou muſt be diljgent 1n thy Calling , yet take 
thoſe wo Cautions, 
| 1 Caitioit, Beware o' laying out the trength of thy heart , and 
'\8 ſþ- 11: «po : thy worialy baſtnilſ's , whi h aght to be reſerved for Ii 
. c0 14+142404 with God, Thou mu + {© tollow the works oral 4: 
= calling , as one that haſt ether matr-r> in thy head , buſ= "i 
neffes of an higher nature lying upon tnee , even the great 
things of Etcrnity , the falvation of thy precious and um 
'- mortal ſoul. Cadet 
2 Cautiof. Taough thou muſt bs diligent 31 thy Calluno ES 
b:ware that thy waridly bafinf?s and imployments ao aot _ 
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- ſofficient (eaſon. Be ſure thou obſerve thy praying , and thy 
>. Reading times, yea and thy ſeaſons for meditating on God, 
& and communing with thine own hearr. Oh ler not thy 
worldly imploymeats , prove Heavenly impediments, Put not 
off thy ſerving God for any earthly advantage whatſoe- 
* yer. 

| Ph Happily thou wilt ſay , T muſt provide neceffaries for my 
F &. Family ; L muſt have bread for my ſelf and them. True ; 
= and muſt thou not hgye Grace and Chriſt too 2 Ts not thy 
& foul more than thy body ? Is not Chritt and Grace more 
- neceflary than thy daily bread > It thou wilt not raiſe thy 
eſtate upon the runes of thy foul , and undo thy ſelf for 
ever, for fear thou ſhouldſt be undone here ; then look to 


= of thy time. Let not holy dutics give place to the world, 
E let the world give place to them. 

- © II. Follow thy worldly buſineſſes with an Heavenly mind, 
ww &s a Citizen of Heavcn, and a Pilziim on Farth, Though 
p- thou haſt thy hand i: the Earth , yet let thine heart be r0- 
s. Wards Heaven , often meditating on Heavenly things 3 and 
* Fetring thy thoughts and attection« on things above. To 
this end learn particularly theſe rwo things, @ 

1." To ſpiritualize a!! oitward objects and oconrrences , by 
raifeng matttr of Heavenly mcattations from the ſame. There 1s 
no cxeature in which there are not manifeſt footſteps of the 
 powE@, wiſdom , and roodrels of God, As a Thrittan 
& feeth all things in God ; ſo may he ſee God in a'! things, 
- and thereby make ſome fviritual uſe , and 1morovement 
& thereof, He may with the Bee ſuck ſweern:{e our of every 
# flower, not only for ſenſual delight , bur aiſo tor {piritual 
profit. 

2. In themid't of thy worldly bufgarſſes , and imployints, of- 
ten liſt np thine heart to God in {one ſhort eqaculato'y Prayers, 
as for his dire&ion , afliftance , and blefling on thy pains 
E and endeavours , ſo to keep *hee from the pollutions and 


| 4 . dehiie- 


<< 


” th allow thy Religious duties their proper and = 


It, that, whatever wants , thy ſoul may have its due ſhare 


F Fcfilements of this World 5 and chat he would funicen 


and Meaſures , and that both inthe Old , and New Teſta=- 


hs Fong TL 


very diſpenſation of his Providence untn thee ; where by : 
thou wilt carry on the intereſt of thy ſoul ; > wirh che cotte”. A 
cernment of thine eſtate. Ejacviatory ably ae IS , . though = 
they arc ſho:r and DF {49 P yel His T{ ihe beans 
may be as fer7-01 and prevaient as folemu #1 yers 
III. 2: juſt and boneft 'n thy acaling with men. , avoiding : 
as all grile and dctit > ſo all ſubtle equiuocations , and meatah 
reſervatboss , tengrng t9 the wrongrrg thy Netghvo'r + It ig very 
obſervable how plcntitult i1C Scripture i 1510 preſſing men to” 
deal Juſtly , and Hon neſtly witail men, even in Weights -| 


ment. as Fer. I9- 3536. Deut. 25. 133 ©, ROM. 12, 17 
Phil.a. 8. 1 T{.4.6. Yer what abominable frauds and '* 
deceits are daily acted 1 in matters of commerce , and tra | io 
ding between ne;zg!wour and neighbour, As 2 

I. How mary ao wife all the at th:y cat. to mak? their wares 
look bitir and fa io than ind. «d thiy are, that fo they may gee 
more for their commodirics than in truth they celarve? | 
which is one kind of deccit, 2 

2. How maiy by lin? , #6 Cuiz0cating do put off ther bas 
Wares at the hizhe{ proces ! commending hacks the beſt's 
the kind , which they know to | 2 ſtark naught ;, and fo FL 
their Conſciences with their commodities for 2 very In" 
conſiderable advantage. Surely thoſe are ſad gains har 
make a man loſe peice of Conſcience, and Heaven at laſt, 3 

2. How maiy art apt to atk Ma the unskilfulniſs., aud 18 
z7n0rance , or thy nece/ſaty of the 6377 2 If they find himuns 3 4 
Skilfal in the commodity he is buying , how are they apt to 
work upon it > and to demand an unreaſonable price Sf 
him, far above the worth of it > Or if the buyer hath more 
than ordinary need of ſuch a commodity , how apt is they : 
ſeller to rake advantage of his urgent neceſſity p bhes.. S: 
him to pay more fort ie fan 2, than it isreally worth, which 
zz cruel injuſtice. F- 
Or when poor peopls expoſe their Wares to fale whicl's 
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F Wifey have wrought up , to buy Bread for eh PW any ""__ 
= Family : How many are there who take advantage of their * 
p7 necefliry » ofterirg them. little more for the ſame, than 
| ther g20ds colt them be'ore they were wrought up! which 
15 an high degree of oppreftion , forcing them to ſell their 
* - tears » figns , and groans with their Wares , becauſe they 
IT neceſlitated to part with thim at ſuch low rates. Thus 
pany ſ-11 their ſou's tor the paining a tkew pence , and then 
2 bleſs themſe: yes 1n their g. od | varg, mn. 

E © % 4- How m—_ A accept e thr fer: hpO#urs Ti Wweents: and 
-mealgres , ui"! tale ws his and alle merſures , and yet take 
= the full price f for their commodities > which 1s a plain cheat, 
"s a is abaminab:c in the Hohr « t God 3 45 Prov.20 lo. 
| ERRY . and divers majeres both o = 7 airs althe abo- 
- #3nation to th: Tor. Ant he had ſaid , Though mcn may 
© make light ot this kind of deceit , and haply boaſt of it, yet 
God abhorrs it « ard rhe rather ? becaule it is a fin that 

"rends to the overthirow of humane focte'y. 
> 6, HOW Wany ui Wit a”d 44: -hartt ave Coiiſes to 74/4 the 
07a ary price o' the” commodities as by foreſtalling g the 


fy EMarker 4 OT by ngeciting COmINI: CITIES : R. tat havir & C4 tom 
p all ih their OWN hands , "the cy Way fe! tem at Gen 


rates. Which 1s a branc hc of fenchari ablench,, railing their 


*h: gain out of their brothers ic 


6. How many h {} uh CoH h Fr Al tn'y þ Ow ' 07 hay: 14/8 
cauſe to ſufbef7 ,» that th'y airs fiolln! the: revy M1. King them- 
ſelves acccfary to the the it, and BOP: ns th:eyes: I there 
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"9. How many £0 409% tomuk? a 1 ain by prom (c-break ney 


A Woke Wy l readily promiſe tO Pay at a day , mak? no 


fat 
ZZ Conſcierce of keeping their word , 0” thz1r time ; not re- 


i garding how much the:r nefhbour ſuffi rs by berg Cilap- | 

E po nted at his day Chriſtians ſaould be men of Me: 
words ; ſhould c:nfider before rhcy promiſe , and then 
make Conſcience of punCtuai p. -rformance. 


7 E 8. How many {eck top t off all the vad monzy they can, thourh 
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', Phets is delivered concerning our carriage and behaviour 
towards our Neighbour. | 
2. When at any time thou art ſumming up thy gains and oot= 
tings , put all thy unighteons gains in the one ſcale, and thy 
" foul, which thou baſt by thine 1ap:ſt and deciirful dealing expo= 
4 ſed to fale for them, iato the oth + and withall conſider how 
lz:ht all thoſe cans and gettiags are in compariſon of thy ſoul. And 
this through Gods bleſſing may be a means to take thee off © 2; 
from all diſhoneſt dealings. For whart is the gain of many ' _ 
” thouſands , nay of all the wealth in the World to the lols © 
of thy precious loul 2 | | 
Young man , thou art now going forth into the Worldy 
and rhine eyes and thine heart are ſet upon getting an eſtate, 
and gathering thee ſubſtance againſt the time to come: but : 
d | Þeware thou lay got up an S:, / , 2 treaſure of pa *Y 
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” and oathes , and deceit, with thy treaſure of nioney or 
- 'goeds. Reſolve from thy very firſt to have none by thee bur 
oneſt gain : if God increaſe thee , bleſs him for it ; bur 
reſolve rather to be poor , than not to be honeſt and up- 
© right. For riches profit not at the day of death , b:t righteouſs 
27s delivercth from death, Pr0v.11. 4. 
3. Conſpder that all the wayes , and works of unrighteouſneſs, 
” though aftcd never ſo ſecretly and cunnmely , ſhall one day be mad: 
manifeſt to all th: world. For God ſhall bring every work inta 
Judgement , with every ſecret thing , whether it be good , or 
whether it be wil, Eccleſ,12. 14. At the great day of Judge- 
- ment, all the wayes , and works of wickedneſs, all the 
E deceirs of, men , though never {a cloſely committed , ſhall 
E be diſcovered to the view of all. Motives , unto juſt and 
” honeſt dealing in your commerce with others. 

I. Honeſt. dealing is the likelizſt way to thrive. Look into 
the Scriptures, and thou ſhalt find that xzzhteouſny? as well 
as Godlineſs , bath the promiſe of the life that now is , and of 
that which is to come , promiles of things temporal as well as 
of things ſpiritsal and ettraal, 3 Tim. 4. 8. 

2. Wealth gotten by unjuſt , and deceitful wayes are 1ſually 
arcompanicd with a ſecret curſe from the Lord , fo that they 
{c]dom continue long , but melt away many times in the 
ſame hands that got chem , according to that of rhe Pro- 
phet 7iremiah 19. 17. 

' Take heed therefore , © young man , of ſecking to en- 
rick thy ſejf by any unwarramable wayes. What thoy 
getteſt rhereh: 1 :2”" ro thee as the fleſh that the Earle 
EXched fic 1d carryed to her Neſt, whick 
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Sheweth the ices whereuato yo:mg men are addiffed. One is Z | 
Drunkenneſs.  F- 


Hereas there are ſundry Vices whereunto Young 
WV = are exceedingly prone , which are ' very. # 
diſpleaſing unto God , let it be thy care and 3 
endeavour to ſhun, and ayoid the ſame, 3 
The Vices of Youth are theſe. | , 
x. D/unkennif. I confeſs there are Drunkards of all Ages, 7 
old as well as young. But many ger ſuch habits of this fim * 
in their youth , that they know not how to leave it when 
they are old. Touching this Vice of Drunk:nncſs 1 ſhall 
briefly ſhew you, 
x. Phat its. | I” 
2. What remedies may be ed for avoiding the ſame. Ko 
I. Drunhenniſt is a Vice whercby in drinking men ſq exceed the: 7 
meaſure of neceſſity , and honeſt delight , as they diſtemper bot = 
their minds and bodies thereby. This is the uſual fign which: 
maketh a difference betwixt a lawful , and an unlawful 
meaſure of drinking. If any way it makes a manunhit to the 
duties ofhis calling , if the mind be thereby intoxicated , i& 
the Brain be diſtempered , if the ſenſes made dull and hea= 
yy, there 1s exceſs, which makes it Drunkenneſs. | 
I 1. Zhe heyno/neſs of this fin dath appear by the fearſul [a 
es thereof, which are | -j 
Firſt , Excellently ſet forth by the Wiſe man, Prov.23, # 
yer{.29, &c. Who hath wo? ? who bath ſorrow ? whorhath © 
contentions ? who hath babling ? who hath wounds withos þ 
eauſe ? who hath redneſs of eyes ? They that tarry long at the  % 
wine , they) that go ts (eek, mins Wine. This Text 1 gay _— | 
"© ; 
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=. The Drinhards Looking-glaſs , wherein they may ſee 
E and ſorrows that attend them. As jf So/omon had ſaid, you 
EF Drunhards p omiſe your ſelves m:rth , pleaſure and jollity in your 
© Cups : but or one drop of your mad mirth , be ſure of Gallons of 
E- Gall azd Wornwood , of wot and ſorrow both here and hereafter. 
>. Other ſinners ſhall caſte of the Cup of Gods wrath , bur 
= you after your taſting , and turning off ſo many Cups of 
Pleaſure , ſhall drink off che dreggs of the Cup of Gods 
= wrath and diſpleaſure. 
# _O young man, what a madneſs is 1t for the enjoyment 
of a little Wine, or Ale here, to drink the Vials of Gods 
Wrath, and [ye in Seas of miſery for ever ! 
More Particularly the Efte&s of Drunkenneſs are theſe, 
8. It defaces the Image of God in man, and transforms 
him into the likeneſs of the Beaſts that periſh. 
2. It burts th: body of man , cauſing many diſeaſes, as 
Dropfres, Gouts, Apovlenies, Agues , Confumption of the Vital 
F parts, Infla»mations of th: blood + So that though they may 
E drink Healths , and pretend it is for their Health , yer they 
F Thdeed drink Sicknefſes : for who haye more infirmities, and 
+ deformities > who have richer faces , and redder eyes, than 
ſuch as tarry Jong ar the Wine ? 
; 32. It burts the ſoils of min , filling then full of noyſoe luſts, 
| Prove. 33. Solomon ſpeaking to the Drunkard, ſaith, Thixze 
 gfes ſhall behold flravge women , that 1s, Harlots, implying 
} drunkenneſs to be the occafion of Adultery * Though al] 
 'Adulterers arenot Driinkards , yet there are few Drunkards, 
bur are Adulterers. 
4. It is daweros to the ſeveral faculties of the ſoul. For it 
* beſotteth the Wit, infrebleth the memory , dullerh che 
Spirits , drowneth rhe Judgement, and depriverh men of 
E the uſe of their underſtanding , fo that many times they 
- giffer not from Beaſts. : 
' 5. It weahineth mens elates. He that louveth wine ſhall net 
be Rich, Prov x21. £9. Th! Druthard and the Glutton ſhall come 
= to Poverty, Proy.zz. 31. Experience bath veriged the truth 
*. of this, 6. _|þ 
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'6. It makes « man nnfit , as to all good duties , fo pe 
er that Chriſtian wat:bfulnefs , which our bleſſed Saviour and + 
his Apoſtles often call for , whereby he ſhould be alvwayes 2 
prepared to appear before Chriſt, whenſoever he ſhall come 
to judgement. Therefore Chriſt forewarns all histo take © 4 
beed that their hearts be not overcome with [ur[citing and drite 
kenneſs , left that day oone on them imawares, Luk.21-34- .Y 

O Wretch , what if that day of the Lord ſhouid come : 
upon thee 1n thy Drunken fit > Thou thinkeſt no: that geach | 
will meet thee, that Judg*wenr will meet thee the next. 
time th uv art Drunken. Bur what if it ſhould be fo, if chow 4 
ſhouldit be ſnarch'd from the Ale-bench and brought te 
Judgement > How wouldſt thou give an account of thy ſelf 
to God , wien thou haſt not reaſon enough left thee to gives 
an anſwer to a man> Watch therefore, but that can never : 
be, unjeſs thou wilt firſt awake from thy Drunkenneſs. 

The Remedzes for avoiding the ſame are thele. 

1 Often meattate of the fearf' 1 woes denounced againſt Drake 
as, and the dreadful jud:ements threatned arainſt them. , 

wor to the Drunkards of Ephraim, Iſa.28. 1, oe totheys 
that rife up carly *n the Mornivg , that they may follow from + 
drink , and continue untill nicht , tall wine anflame them , Ia. 

F- 22. 33 

No marvel therefore that the Apoſtle purterh Drunkards: iz 
_ the Catalogue of them that ſhall not inherit the Kinz dons | 

f Heaven, 1 Cor.6. 10, and Gal. 5.21, And the Propheryy 
ke » that Hell bath enlarged hr ſelf , and opened hev-" 
mouth witho:t mcaſure ſor them, Ifa.g. 14. Inſtance druthes 4 
Dzvis , whoſe foul immediately paſſed from Barth ro reg [ 
where he couid not get one drop of Water to cool his tong - & 
1n that tormenring | ua L1u%.16.24- 

2. Conſoder that Drwikenneſs is the Mother of "oſt abominati- F | 
045, Rom.13. 13» faith the Apoſtle , Let us walk homfty- : 
as in the day , not ia viot398 and druskenneſs , not in chamberts _ 'þ 
aud waztounesR. Where mark the courſe of the Apoſtles: 
words Y afrer $1@rony and donkenneſs » follows chenbering, 
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*- and waxtonneſs. Thus Lot in his Drunkenneſs committed 
EF inceſt with his two Daughters. Al:xander we read in a 
Drunken fit killed his dear Friend C/:txs , for which , when 
he was ſober , he attempted to kill himſelf, Famous is the 
ſtory of one who once craved the Devils help to accompliſh 
E his deſire. But the Devil would firſt have one thing done 

2 at his appointment. What's that quoth rhe man? Kill chy 

& Father, faith the Devil ; That's too horrible afact , replies 

e the man. - Then lye with thy Mother , faith the Devil. 

= That's moſt unnatural , quoth the man. Wilt thou then of 
# de Drunk, faith the Devil> That I will ; quoth the man. 
And being Drunk , defiled his Mother , and Murthered his 
Father. The Moral of this Parabolical itory is this , A 
Drunkard makes bones of no fin. 

3. Be diligent aid indsſt; iovs in thy calligg. Thou wicked, 
and ſhothſul ſervant , faith our Saviour , Matth.25. 26. If 
oathfu] , certainly wicked : for the ſloatatul and 1dlc ſer- 
vant 1s the Deyils Captive , whom he carries about with 
him, and leads into every Tavern and Ale-houſe. 

4. Conſider Gods all-(eeing preſence about thee whereſorve;r 
tbou art. Couldit thou fit long oyer thy Cups , triflirg away 
thy precious time in yain , and fruitleſs diſcontſes , didit 
thou but ſerioufly conſider Gods all-ſeeing preſence abou: 
, thee, ro whom thou muſt one day give an account as of 
- thy finful aRiens, fo of thy idle words, and nufpent time 2 

5. .Avo'd the Society and Compaiy of Diiwakhards, Prov. 
33.20: Be ot anonſt Wine-bibbers , that is, frequent not 
the' company of ſuch as are given to Drinking and Tipling. 

& For though they do not find thee like unto themſelyes , yer 
=> of thon conſort with them, they will make thee ſuch. 4 
There are two Arguments which are very prevalent with 
# Many young men to perſwade them to go on 1n this ſo hey- 
* . ous and dangerous a fin:. but being weighed in the bal- 
&” lance of the SanRuary, they will-be found very light. 
Ex 47. Taken from the bope of Repentance; they flatter 
©;  Wemſeclves with a 6Qnceit , thyt they cag repers when hy 
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PF A.r. Repentance is the gift of God, from whom eviry good Þ 
and perfet gift comtth, Jam.1. 17. And therefore ought ts * 
be accepted by us , when it is offered tous $ and not to be 4 
| de!ayed and put off from time to time. For as God js mer- } 
ciful to ofter Grace , ſo he 1s juſt to puniſh'the negle& 
| thereof. | A; 

2, How many ar: thrre , who thouch they have fully reſalved % 
to Repent , and tur from ther ſens unto God 71 ther old age, or © 
in the time 0” ſickatjs , yet have been prevented , 'and cut off 3 
'y /ome (udden death ? One Drunken fit may cur off that 

OPe. - 
h hog Is taken fron ther preſent impunity. They flatter 
themſelves with a conceit that becauſe God doth not pre=# 
ſently execure vengeance upon them for their Drunkenneſs, 
therefore they ſhall not be puniſhed , and thereupon take*! 
heart to go on in their fins ; according to that of the wiſe 3 


Cc 


man, Eccleſ.,8,11. : 6 

But let ſuch know , that though God 1s flow.1n execut= +4 
irg his Judgements on wicked and ungodly men , thereby 
to lead them to.Repentance , yet will he be ſure in the-qxe--"? 
cution at laſt : and the longer he 1s fetching his ſtroke 5 this 2 
ſoarer will be his blow , and thedeeper will he wound when. 
he &rikes. In which reſpc& Gods wrath may be compared 
to a great Bel! which 1s long in raiſing , but beivg up #:7 
- gives the greater ſound, fm 
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CHAP. VIIL 


0/ Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs, which is #y0ther Vice where= > 3 
uto Vo:mg men are adaified, Y 


ILE. Nother fin wher:uats youu men ar:  adaifFed is ©. 
Wantonneſs 2 and Uncleanues, Prov.7. To It Was a 'Y 

/ oo man that followed the Harlot ro hes. 
houſe, Young men are generally apt to this bealtly | 
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3. Sore Remed es a3ainſt the ſame. 

I. The Hey10n/nf of this fin appeareth, . 

T. From the T::lcs given to 1t in Scripture. Tt 1s called 
Fillany, Jer.29. 23, Yea lewans, filthins, and unclearneſs. 
But moſt commonly it js called folly , and the aRors thereof 
fools, Gen.34. 7. 2 Sam-13. 13. And Prov.7. 7. Solomon 
calleth -the young Fornicator a Simple ore, Yoid of Und:re 


L  ftandinz. - For what greater folly , than for the ſatisfying 


thy-filthy luſts , to caſt thy ſelf headlong in:o innumerable 
evils here, and into eternal rorments in hell hereafter ? 

s." From the manijold threataings in Gods word aainft it, 
® Cor.6:$,10. Be not de eived , athi Forncators , nov A 


- Wilterts 5 nor Effeminate, &c. ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
E © +*Gol7 As if he had faid , I know many of ycu are apt to 
"> flacter your ſelves with A Concelt 0 that God who 15 the Fa - 
A ther'of mercy , will not be ſo ſevere , as for this fin ,awhich 
> 3x {a natural, to caſt you into hell , or ſhut you out of 


Heaven. Bur, ſaith he, Dcerive xot your ſelves , neither Fort 


*  Wicators , nor Adiltertrs , nor offeminate ſhall inherit the Kj1g- 


Hoo! God, that is, except they truly repent , and leave 
off thoſe fins. And Eph.5. 5. This ye know, that no Whore 
#'onger , nor wiclean poiſon , bath any innertance in the King- 


E * don of Chriſt, and of God, And Riv.z1. 8. It is ſaid, #hove- 


worgers and Adyliercrs ſhall have thur part * toe lake which 
&n 1s threatned in the Word of God. 

" 2. The Zud:ements God bath execated upon men -(ar this fin of 
mneleamineſs , ſhrew the heynouſerſt thereo/, For this fin the Lord 


4 _ darnzth with fire and briniftoze, Thus you ſee how ſoarly this 
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Foo For this fin the Lord reigned Fire and Brimſtone upon So- | | 
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dom and Gomarrah , Gen.19. 5,2g Ged ſaw it meet tha: | 
they who burned with the fire of Luft , ould be conſumed: 
with the fire of Vengeance. We read ih1s fin cur off three 
and twenty thouſand of the 1/a:/1/%* in ane day , x Cor, 
Io. 8. As there 1s no reſolved "Ae , bur God tollows him 
with his Judgements : So he follows Whoremorgers and! 
Adulterers with ſtrange puniſhments. Witneſs that ſt-ange, 
loathſome diſeaſe ſo common amongit them, which was not 
hcard of till theſe latter Agcs. kx | 

4: Theres no fin that 35 ln dirt ly oppeſiie to holinrfs , ahnditt 
the boly S$9irit 6f God as this. Nor any ſin thar makes) us|! 
like the Devil , who is often the Evangeliits calleld # 
unclean Spirit , Marth.10. 1. and 12. 43. Both becauſe” 
very mich delighteth in unclearneſs , and likewiſe maket 
it his chief deſign to entice and draw men thereunto. 

IT. The danger of this fin appearet} from the ſad efie$ 
__ con /cquc nt« gf it, ſome whereof arc theſe, 

. It bringth judgements o# th2 voay , de efiroying 1 irs healt 
ad frrength y filling It with rottenneſs , 1t is the ſemina 
of many incurable diſeaſes. An Incontiment perſon 1s t 
fink of all Corruption , a bagg of Filth and Rotrennzfs, an. 
hath more diſeaſes attending. him , than an Hoſpral. Fc, 
tie righteous God ha:ht appointed , thar they who ſow re 
the fl:ſh , ſhould of the ficth: reap a plentifu! Harveſt of Cors 
ruption. = 

2. As It eaujeth a Corruption 3n the body , ſo Fhewiſe a Cones 
ſumption in the goods and Rate of a _ Wha ſo keipeth cone; 
pany with Hailots , fpradeth his Subj 4802, Prov.29 3- Lu | 
mot therefore , faith Solomon Jr kg a {trarge woisan in thi-e 
heart , for by ineans of 4 who! iſh wor? a man is bro (ht to 4 
pacce of bread, Prov.6. 26, Tus it was with the Pri; a{,who * 
no ſooner fell in-o the omen of Hariots , but preſcnely. 
conſumed , and waited i] his ſubſtance. When Las tnat, 7 
famous Curtizan of Corinth asked D:mohr7es a great ſun m1 2 ; 
of money to lye with her one High , ke anſwered%he © 


, wile | 
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wiſely , that he wo''ii 10: buy "epemtance at ſo dear 4 vate. © 
3. As this pn bringeth a Corſwnption on the body and goods, 

fo Uihewiſe aoth it brig £ 4 10:14 reputation 8n the nane , and a 

reproach new to Dr G01 ; arway. For be kis proper name what 

ill, a Whort-? aſcer will be his COMMON Name , Prov. 

6. B3. Jos :ommbitith Adultery , lack th nnd fPandirg , 4 
wojind and dl;"r020101 ſizalG ne gets that 1 IS» H- thal! Bo wound = 
ed þn his name and credit ; a7d the dilgig.e whch he hath 
br vgnt ou hy ;m{elf by As tithing 13, and uncleanneſs 
ſha. 
| 7407 0” a ans ſnl , burryang 7t anto EMT = 
eorments "3a als ; hs fire of Luſt is fre] A ike tire of 
ll. Hethat committith Aaultcry witli) dA W144 , aeftroyeth 
bs own ſoul, P:10::46.22., that is. cafteth 5: aſelf neadlong 
both bc dy and {ou} into that jake watch birmeth with bre 
and brimitone. Sirnzr, char firc below > A ho: as *tis, 
-would if it be well conſidered , b- 2 cooler to this fire of 
Luft. When thou feeleit Luſt 0 141. 1hte, then think 
of everlaſting burnings. 

O young man , doſt thou loye thy (ſeity or any thing that 
thou haſt > Dol? thou love thy b ody 2 abſtzin rhen "from | 
*Fornication , and uncicanne!s, whereby :now u finne! i againſt 

"thine own body , and br! ngeſ 2 >ing umPr{ 97; and Rotten- 
nes upon it. Doſt thou bo ve Ciy goods 2 then lee Fornt- 
cat.on , which 15 like to l:2vec thee a 52208r. Doft thou > 

; Jove thy Cregit it> abſtain, furat! bs a dift1915 cnible fin 5 and 

7 will matk thce tor one of tne foo! * 1 Lrae! , and cauſ: thy 
name to rot and fink aboye gruunc d. Tay > doſt thou 
loye thy ſoul > abſtain , for that pegs carrying down to the 

epth of hell. | es i 

III For the Rem dies avant this (ir, the Scripture affords, 
-_ſ many, I ſha!l hint ſome of the moſt princ:pal. 

. Refilt thoſe wanton and unclai thoubts, which do eather 
wif from thine own wicked bear”, of are caſt in.by Stetan. Do 
not revolve them in thy mild , nor ſuffer them ro lodge 

.within thee , but with deryſtation penny reze& a. 
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"and caſt them away, Who having fre calt into his boſome, - 
will not ſo ſoon as he difcerneth 7: , caft it onr > Quench 
theſe ſparks at their firſt kind)ivg , left they break our mte 
ſuch a flame, which will nit be quenched. 

2, Bewxry watchful as over thy outward ſenſes , ſo rfh:cially 

vir thine eyes , which are the doors and windows of th: ſui ta 
It is Lift, Hereivon 7ov though anioly man , and in 
Years , durſt not truft his eyes without a Zriard , bur ingage 
ed himſelf by ſolemn Promiſe 7nd Corenant not ro ſtand 
gazing on the beauty of a wemazn, 790 Zr. 1. Alexanier | 
refaſed ſo much as to ſee Darins his wie, a Lady of incom-"a 

arable beauty , fearing !cft he, who had Conquered the 
Hucband » ſhould be overconie+by the Wite, - Upon this 
| ground it feems Z212:c25 impoſed that Law upon the DLocitn= 
ſes , thatthe Adulterers eyes ſheuld be pullcd out , becauſe" 
fn entred in at thoſe Caſements , therefore he would op | 
up th@ Windows. | 

Hearken, O yourg man , hearken to that adyicewhich ' 
we find given, Eccleſraſticxs 9. 8. Tits away thine eyes from 
brnolding a beautifsl woman, aid look ot upon anotners Beazty, 
jor many bave thioriby prrifhed. : 

3. Poſſeſs thy (911 with a-(crisus confeaeration of Goas all-fete | 
zag preſence avout thre, wheirſaturr thou art. Ir isthe very 
Argument which So/omoz uſcth to diflwade the- wanton 
young man from his filthy courſe of life , Prov.5 .20,2I. 
thy wilt thou my Son y, be ra hed with a (trdage woman, aid 
embrace the boſom: of a ſtranger ? For the wayes 0” man art's'- 
fore the eyes of the Lord, and we poedereth all his goings. Thong 
the unclean perſon commit this ſin never ſo ſccrerly , that 
will avail him little. It was the fear of God , arifing from 
the conſideration of his all-{eeing preſence , that kepr 7o- 
ſeph from hearkening ta the Adu'terous {oll;citations of his 
Miſtris. How caz T, ſaith he, do this grcat wick:anft, and 
fin againſt God? Gen.39. 9. Art thou out of fear of being 
eſpicd or diſcoyered by the eye of man , yet confider-the 
Aill-fceing eyc is upon thee. ; 
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4. Shun all meaes , occaſions, ard provecatio”s unto Loft ad 
_ Auclcanni, He that will ſhun any fin , nwſt avoid the oc- 
cafions thereof , elle_he will tempt God to give him up 
thereunto. The occafions and provocations of Lult are 
divers. 

T. Fuln' 0” Pread aad Nrink,, cating to glittony, ad 
arink'ags to drink;nnifR, As Temperance is the beſt preſerver 
of Chaſtity : So mntemyerarce in Eating and Drinking is the 
nurſe of Uncleanneſs , che Oyle whercwith che flame there+ 
of. is kmdied and increaſed, Jer.5 7.8. They wrrie as fed 
=o in the Morning , every one Neighed aſter his uthchbow's ' 
Wit 


2. _ Filthy ana oof: ene talk ts anather —— 01 , and incmntwwe 5 
' of Luft. For as the Apoſtic ſpeaketh, 1 Cor.15. 23, Euvil 
COMMUNICATIONS COTFAPE COOK MARNCYS. 

Laſt:.vious Priffnies , wherowith too many Ae adovn > Or 
rather diſcrace thur Roſs, For what are they indeed but 
dumb Grators to perſwade to Luft? and !:ve y Prefidents 


out of which a wanton heart will eafily take out 7: "At tera of 
UncieaincS for its own imitation > Buwerc cher refore, O 
yourig man , of gazing on Laſcivious pictures : rather rurn 
away taine eyes from behoiding inticing and be witching ya- 
nitics. 

4. Statc-playis. Many of which are Ruffed with filthy 
and oviccne ſpeeches , and fer forth with many laſc:yious 
geſtures , by which they are very apt to infet the mind with 
efl:minare Luſt, And diſpoſe cho heart for unclean and 6l- 
thy a&t;ons. The Stag: ts a decoy for the Stews. f 

5. Another Rimidy agdinft fleſbly Luts, is to buſt thy ſelf 
dilpzently in thy callinn, By this means the body of man is 
exerciſ.d , and his mind impioyed , and fo kept from idie- - 
neſs ,, whicit 15a great cauſe of Luſt, When men are idle, 
they have no buſineſs but to fins but when men are buie in 
their Caliizg, then they have no leifure to (in. 

6. Flee r#to God by ca'neſt end heatty Prayer for power _ 
Bre th agaiajt the power of thy Lufts and Cris. Tia, 

in 
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®” him that he would be pleaſed to caſt the unclean ſpirit 
ir of thee, and endue thee with his floly ſpiric , which may: 
enable thee to fight againſt the fleſh, and to mortife and 
ſubdue all finful LuAts , all inordinate afteRions , and evyil- 
- concupiſcence, , 
7. If theſe means prevail not, »ſe the benefit of lawful Mare 
Triage. To 4034 Forncation , let every man have his own Wife, 
#1d let every Woman have ber own Hu:band, 1 Cor.7. 2. And 
 verſ.g. Such as cannot contain them/tlues , lit them Marry « for 
it 25 betty to Marry than to burn. 


CHAP.IA 


Of Prophane and raſh Swearing , wh.ch /s another Fise 
whereunto Tong men are addified. 


Prophane and raſh ſwearing , which our Saviour 

expreſly forbiddeth , Matth.5. 34. Swear not at 
&l! , that ts , not in your ordinary communication : Byt les 
Jour communication be yea. yea, nay, nay, [or woatſoever 3s more 
tha” thiſe , cometh of evi; , that 1s z the Devil; that evil one, 
Virſ.37. 

This vain {wearing is a Vice which 1l] becometh any, 
much more thoſe who make a Profeſſion of Chriltanity 3 
for a Chriſtians ſne=ch ſheu!d be ſeafoned with Grace , and 
not with prophane Oaths : it ſhould be fayoury , minifiring 
Grace to the hcarers , and not unſavoury z mwuſtring ne- 
thing bur fin, or ſcandal, 

Swearing in ordinary diſcourſe is an undoubred evidence 
of a Prophane perſon , who makerth no Conſcience of any 
fin : for what fin will he forbear , who will not forbear this 

F# unprofitable fin of Swearing > whereas other 11ns.have their 
 f{-veral baits and temptations ro allure men hereunto : ſome 
F | Bebait ofprofit , forae of honour , ſome of pleaſure, by 
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[V. A Nother Vice whereunto yo'nmg mea are addified , is 
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of ſwearing hath neither of them. Ir brings no proſe 
at all , but great loſs Feyen the loſs of Gods favour, and 
rthe-loſs of a good Conſcience. Neither doth it yield any 
pleaſurcand delight, unleſs a man ſhould , (like the Devil * ? 
himiecif) rake a hellif pleaſure in aQting fin, and wick- 
| edneſs. And whatcredit doth it procure , unleſs amongſt 
'\ ſuch debauched ones whoſe applauſe is a reproach > There- 
' fore I may with confidence affirm , that be who maketh 10 | 
Conſcience of Swearins , which hath #0 worldly advantage ts | 
induce thereunto , will make leſs Conſerence of othre ſens , which 
have flronger temptations , and feed the ſinner with expefiations 
of advantape fron them. | 

O young man , let me prevail with thee deeply to ab- 
torr, and watch diligently againft this wicked , and moſt 
unreaſonable praftice. Remember the account thou muſt 
make at the dreadful day. An account muſt be given of 
every iale word , much more of every 433 and bloody Oath, I 

I know there are ſeurral va i excules common in the months of 
me /or this ſia , which if they be weigh:d in the Baflance i ibs - | 
Sanfrary, will be found very li.ht. 'o 

I. Some excuſe themſclves , that they uſe only ſmall, 
and }itrle Oaths , as fait”, and 70th , forbearing great 
Oathes , a« to ſwear by the aame of God, &c. 

A. 1. Little Oathsare fins. Cur Saviour hath expreſly fors 
bidden all kind of Oathes , faying [wear 79t at all, Matth. 
5. 34. ſuppoſe that to fwear by Faith and Troth be not ſo 
heynous a {ing as to ſwear by the name of God , yet it is a 
ka ,\ ſceing Chritt himtelt hath torbidden , and condemned . 
| It. | 


2, Little Qathes are great ſins. God will not hold ſuch owilt- | 
kf. To be held guilty before God notes two things, - 


1. To be md a merit of eomtaſiirig wrath. By thy little 
Oathes thou deſerveit the wrath of the great God. 

2, Guilt notes ain 0b/'cation to wrath. Theſe Oaths are 
bonds by which thou art bound oyer to the Judgement of 
| the great day : and when here it ſhall be demanded , Gwil- 
n | 
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Iy , 8 not Guilty ? theſe only will prove thee Guilty. 

3. Little Oathes are leading fins. As he that accuſtom=th' 8 
himſelf to pilfer ſmall things , by the juſt judgemenr of _* 
God, will ar length fall to fteall greater _ , froma 
pinn to a penny , from a penny to a pound. Ss he thar ac- 
cuſtometh himſelf to theſe ſmaller Oathes , by the juſt 
Judgement of God ; will at length fall to ſwear moſt hor< 
rid, and hell;ſh Oathes, and ſtick at none. 

I I. Some excuſe themſelves by ſaying , they ſhall not be 
believed , except they Swear , and ſecond their words with 
an Oath. 

A. Tho:twilt rathey be If belizved for thine Oath, Certainly 
every honeſt man will be jealous and [uſpitious of the truth 
of that mans words who hath ſeconded them with an Oath: 
becauſe he who maketh no Conſcience of an Oath , will 
make as little Conſcience of a lye ; 

[ II. Some alledge that Oathzs are a grace to theis 

eech. 

x A.1. 7ut ſuch a grace as a Bliſic", or Carbuncle is to the 
K!, j 

2. Tha: Grace and Cr:dit 7s dear bought , that 15 ganed by 
pawnins thr (oils to the Devil. : ? 

I V. Some excuſe themſclyes by ſaying , they ucterly (1 
deteſt Swearing , but they have ſo long accuſtomed them— 
{elves thereunto, that they know not how to leave it, 

A. In pleading long cuttome , thou doft not at all excuſ#, 
bur the more accuſe thy felf. Cuſtome will not excuſe the 
Thief for his Stealing , nor the Adulterer for his Whoxing, 
how ſhall it excuſe the Swearer for his Swearing > Fog 
every fin by how much the more Common , and Cufto= 
mable, by ſo much the more heynous and detetſtable. © KF 
once to ſwear vain!y be a fin , than is cuſtomary Swearing 
a crying fin, and muſt needs incurr the higher condemn. . 
nation. 

To help ſuch as have long accuſtomed themſelyes to 
Swearing 1n their ordary Diſcourſe, I ſhall give them theſs 
F. 1, Bow 
0} / 
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tk Believe thy preſeut condition to be very ſad , and dangerous, 
ſo long as thou l;ueſt in this fin. What hope of ſalvation canſt 
thou have without true and unfeigned repentance ? 

2. Keep a narrow watch over thy tongue , that thou maift not 
offend in this kind ary more. And if thou haſt been ſo lovg 
accuſtomed to it. that thou even deſpaireſt of leaying it 
off at once , labour to leave it by degrees. Reſolve what- 
ſoever occaton 1s offered , to keep ſuc a narrow watch 
-over thy torgue , thar (with the aſſiſtance of Gods Grace) 
thou wilt not ſwear for the ſpace of an whole day. And 
when thou haſt pot ſo far the Viftory over thy former evil 
cuſtome , then take a longer , and a longer time: and ſo 
ai length by the afliitance of Gods Grace , thou wilt quite 
forget thine old and wicked cuſtome. 

3- Seriouſly lay to heart thoſe Tudgements that from tame to 
tame have been execnted on (wearers , which bave been many and 
grievous. Som? dying with flaming heat in their mouths, 
as though the fire of Hell were there aiready kindled. O- 
thers dying with [woln tongues, and diſtorted mourhs, God 
ſhewing the fouineſs of their fin by the ſtrangneſs of the pus 
piſhinenrt. | 

I have read ofa Young man, who was a common Swear - 

r » upon every light occaſion taking the name of God in 
vain; which fo far proyoked the Lord againſt him, as that 
he ſent ſuch a Canker into his mouth, as cat out his Tongoue, 
the very inſtrument wherewith he had ſo abuſed the name 
of God, IT hayc likewiſe mer in d1yers Authors the relation 
of a yourg Gentizman of Coral, who being in the com- | 
pany of otter Gent ences {wore moſt dreadtully, for which 
being reproved by {me in rhe company , he ſwere more 
and more. At lengrh as they were going over a Br:dge in 
their journey , Wiich went over an arm of the Sea, this 
ſwearer ſo ſpurred his. Horſe , ashe ſprang clean over the 
Bridge with the man on his back , who as he was going cry- 
ed, horſe and man aid all to the Devil. ; 

Such remarks ef the Divipe vengeance thou _—___ 

ex 
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D ”under here ; but O what remains to be took*d for hen A 
 after> Theſe Oaths which now vaniſh with the ſpeaking 

and fly into the wind , will all meet thee in the belly of 
hell, and there thoſe darts which thou haſt thrown up 
againſt Heaven , will all be fired, and ſick in thy heart fog 
ever. ; 

. O Young man, conlider therefore what folly anfmad< _; 

neſs it 1s for thee to hazard thy body , and expoſe thy foul 

(which is of more worth! unto thee than ten thouſand 

Worlds) to the ſuffering of all theſe fearful puniſhmentsz 

both in this life , and the life to come for juſt nothing, for 

2 yain and unprofitable {1h , which bringeth good neither to" 


ſoul, or body, 
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&f Lying z which zs another Vic WHereunto Young 11s are ad= 


aified. 


Nother Vice whereunto Young men. are addi&ef 
is Lyizz, which doth uſually accompany ſwearengg | 
Therefore Hoſ.4. 2. We find ſwearing and lying 7 
yoaked rogether. Common Swearers , I know , Yo ardi» \ 
narily twit thoſe who make Conſcience of an Oath , "48 | 
though thy will at ſwear , yit they can lye. But fure we au. I | 
that they who make no Conſcience of an Oath , will make A 
leſs Conſcience of a lye : they who make no bones of difho».... * 
nouring God by raking his name in vain , will make ng: 
bones of deceiving their Neighbour by a lye. | 
In the opeging this Vice, I ſhall ſhew you, 
I. What 4 Lye 2s. : 
2, What be the kinds and ſorts of Ly2ss 
3. The greatneſs and heyaouſur of the ſits 
4» Some Motzves and Arguments agaialt its ; 
1; For the firſt , A Lye 7s a deceitful expreſſion 0, ones mind, 
| k 


againſt 


e w Vs g = 
5 - warts” + Me Se I - G __- q ” the ws 4 N # Ss _— d 
>» : bY as: as w "5" Soon R 
: Ky 427 
os 4 br ae 2 
"> x3 
> 


EY =. 
'  $O The Young Man's Guide. 
— @4inſt hn mind. Or, It is a ſptakieg ai untruth wittingly aud 
/ willingly, with a purpoſe to deceive. 
þ IT. For the forts or kindes of Lyes , They are commonly 
 threey viz. An Officious. A Sporting, And a Pernicious 
SY 

An Officionus Lye , is that which 1s intended to prevent 
ſame danger , or procure ſome guod either to our ſcives, or 
neighbour. Many of theſe are mentioned in Scri;ture, as 
the Midwives of «&:ypts Lye, Exod.1. 19. Rababs Lye, Foſh. 
3.4. Michals Lye, 1 Samh.19 14. : 

A Sporting Lye , or alyein jeſt, 1s that which is made 
meerly to make one merry , to paſs away time , with the 
like ; ſuch are old Wiyes tales of Robbtu-hood, Fortunatus, 
and the like. | 

A P:trnitious Lve , is that which is wade for ſome evil, 
kurtful, and dangerous intent ag2inſt our Neighbour. 

, ©. Areall theſe kind of Lyes ſinful ? 
"45 2. Yea. 

T. For the laſt none can doubt. It's a fin againſt truth 1n 
the general narvre of it. And a {in againſt love and mercy 
In the end and intent thereof. * 

2, For the ſecond namely a Sporrine Lye, no great doubt 
is made , for to ſay the leaſt of ir , Beftdes that it js a fin 
apainſtrruth , it is alſo an unwarrantable , and anjdle miſ- 
—_— of precious time, which ought rather to be redeem- 
ed. 

3. For the third , name'y nn Officiovs Ly? , though ſome 
_ doubt thereof , yer it appears to be fintul, and unlaw- 

l. 

I. The Scripture makerh no diff-rence or dyſtinRion of a 
Lye when 1t condemns it : butindefiricely , and generally 
forbids , and condemns al! manner of Lying , therefore the 
Officions Lyc 1s a ſin. 

2. That wh'ch is committed againſt God , though it 
make never ſo much tor man, is fin. Bur every Ly? is com- * 
mitred againſt hjm : for in cyery thing we do , we have.to 
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"Wea! with God , and muſt approve all our ations to kim 5 © 
Kherefore before tim to ſay any thing with our Tongue, 
hich in our Conſciences we know to be otherwiſe , 1s to 
1 againſt God, who 1s 2 God of truth. 
þ 3. ten miy not Lye for God , much leſs for a man, Iſa. 
$1.3. 1 hatc Robbery for Burnt Offeriag and he that hates ro 
e ſerved by Theft does as much hate to be ſerved by a Lye. 
| Obj- Many Saints , and holy ſervants of God have uſed 
This Officious Lye , as Rebecca , and: Zacob, Gen.29. 18,19, 
lhraham, Gen.2o. 2. | 
A. The beſt have thr fins, and we are to follow their Ver= 
\ 45, ard to fear ther faults. Their faults were never record= 
1 &d for our i7itation, but for our Caniion, 
bj. Yea ; bur God commend:d and rewarded many for 
- {heir Officious Lye, 

Gs A. 1t 5 not ſo. God #cver commeaded , nor rewarded any 
or their Lye, Indeed many did exceilent works by this 
eans, (which had,y.t been better had they not uſ.d a Lye) 
as Rahab , the <A+yÞtian Midwives, and others. In their 
works they gave great teſtimony of their faith , though in 
their Lye of their frailty” Now it was their faith which 
i& God commended , and the things they did , not the man» 
WM ner of doing them , for therein they tailed , and God was 
W merciful to them. So much for the ſeveral kinds of Lyes. 
HELL. For the third particular , namely The greatn:f8 and 
| i beyn0unf8 of this fin of Lying. Surely of fins thar are lightly 
"i accounted of jh th? World , and commonly committed 

it's one of the molt heynous, which appeareth. 

MM t&. 7t that it 4 /o full of ifamy , that ſuch as make 10 Cotte 
| [cience of any ſia , ytt cannot endure to b: charged with a Lye. | 
2. I: terds tothe utter overthrow of humans Society. Far 4 
what comfortable Society, or commerce can there be, where - = 
men regard not what thy ſay > How ſhall a man know whay-©.3 
FE to look for , or what to truſt ro, unleſs men foeak che truth, * 
zone to another ? He that uſes co Lye, how can he be believ= 
when he ſpzaks truth 2 
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”, 8. Lyars 3 Scripture are reckoned anongſt Murthorers , Iddchy oc 
Uters , and other htynous ſenacrs , whoſe lot and portion, with. 
out trize and unfeyned Repentance , will be hell-fire to all eternity Mr | 
Rev.21. 8. But the Fearful and tnbelievers , and Murtherers,Þ 
ard whore-mongerss and Sorcerers, and Tdolaters, and all Lyars,fyyt + 
ſhall bave their part in the Lake which burneth with fire andir.c: 
brimftoxe. ; ar 
O Young men, [I appeal to your Conſciences , whetherfj ; 
you have not many wayes made your ſelves guilty of this pra 
moſt heynous , and odious fin of Lying , but eſpecially inf 6, 1 
your buying , ſelling, and tradirg. Have yau not offf 5; ; 
eimes ſaid in ſelling your commodities , 1t zs good, yea 1 Þ hat 
good , and no bitter to be had for monty , when you know5 F n+ 
naught > Have you not often ſaid , That ſuch a comm#) | p;. 
foo Jou 4 ſo much , whenas indeed 1t coit you far leſs! av® : 
that you were offered [ſuch and [uch a price jar the ſame , when 
In truth jt was not ſo 2 \ 

Motives er Arguments againſt the fin of Lying. 

x. It zs asexpreſly againſt th: lettcr of the Law as any oth 
fs. Read Levag.1n. 2 ſhall not fieal , neither deal faiſl 
_ lye one to another. And Col.z. 9. Lye 40t ore to ang 
F111 

2. Lying zs a mark of the Devils. Children , Joh.8. 44. Te 
are of your Pather the Devil he abode not 3n the truth, 
. 'Þecauſe there rs no truth in him. When be fpraketh a lye , he 
fpeaketh of his own , for ht zs a Lyar and the Father of it, God 
is a God of truth , and his Children are Chzladren that will 
0t Lyc, Iſa.63 8. Saran is ſaid, Ac.5. 3. Tofill the heart to 
Lye. why bath Satas filled thine heart to Lye to the Holy 
Ghoſt ? 

_ Speak Lyar, when thou ſpeakeſt a Lye, whoſe Language 
It this > *ris the Devils Motber-tenzue © whenever thou haſt 
a Lye in thy mouth, *ris a ſign the Devil is in thine heart. 
But whoſe Child art thou the while > none of Gods , he is 
the God of truth : *r 1s ſure thou art the Devils Child , for 
hs is a Lyar , andtheFather of it. OFriend, is it nothing 
te 
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''& bethe Devils Child > and to have thine own tongu® + 
19Shroclaiming it > It will not be long , if thou uſe this tradey 
PS thou be carrycd down to thy Fathers houſe , the plac®e 7 
3 of Lyzrs, KiU.2T, 8. 4 \ 
Yo 3. Corfel:s the (eward of 4 Lyar even among mint , which is | 
S9 Wot to be belizued, when be ſpeaks the trith, Common experi= 
mHer.co ſheweih , that one being once found in a Lye , ts 
+dly after belizved, but 15 ſcorned as a man of no credit. 
ef - 45 this fin is hatt/uliiat ſelf wto God , ſoit makes the 
uf prattifſors theres! to he adious and abominable untohim. Prov. 
"9 6.16. Theſe thiszs 70th the Lord hate , yea, they are abomnnati= 

07 unto him , 4 pro:id look , a 1yins tongir, es Though God 
hatcs and abhnr; all fin, yet ſome are more abominable 
unro him than others , amonglt which Lying is one. And 
Prov.12.22. Lyi:7 lips are avommatios '0 the Lord, 

O Young men , how ſhould the conſideration of theſe 
things effetual'y prevail with you , to keep a ſtri& watch 
oy«r your ſelves , that you break nor forth into this fin of 
Lying , but as the Apoſtie exhorteth , Eph.4 25. Putting 

1away lying, ſprak ruery mat truth with his Netghbout. 

05j. Some obje&, and fay, There 1s no living , or at 
laſt, no thriving , without lying, To tye our Fives al- 
waycsto {peak the truth , muſt needs be a great hinderance 
to: our profits 

A. Tvat profit thou petteſt by lyanz g will be little profetable 

-#nto thez, For thereby thou ſcileſt thy foul unto the Devil 3 

and that 15 2 miſerable bargain , where the ſoul 1s givenin 
o boot for ſome trifling gain. , which cannot be ranſomed 
ith the whole World. Men commonly think that that 
ain 15 ſweet , and comes eafily in , that 1s gotten by lyinge 
But alas, what ſyeerneſs , or comfort can there be in chas 
pain , that brings Gods curſe with it > Will thy gain (1f it 
ere the gaining of the whole World) be able to counter- 
21] the loſs of Gods fayour, and thine own ſalvation? 3 
© Young man, think on theſe things. ' And whateves> } 
ahy Trade be, have nothing to do with the trade of lying. 
E? Now 
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> Now that thou art ſetting up thy trade, let not Lying] *, 
6 (which hath a great ſtock going in almoſt every Trade) hay l 1 
-. anything inthine.. Reſolve to be true and honeſt : — a 
E - thy ſelf with righteous gains* Bar if thou wilt yer be a of 
= Tyar, never henceforth count , that God , but the Devil odor 
&- +45 thy Father : and know , thar though thou lye unto men, 
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yet God will not lye unto thee ; he that 15 true jn his vro- 3 
miſes, will be true in his threatnings. God bath ſaid, yars and 

+ ſhallbe ſhut out of his Kindgom , and ſhut up in the lake of firs: from 
# . God will not lye unto thee. If this be thy practice , hell curi 
will be thy place, and thy portion, as ſure as God is true, || 4,1, 

x8 | _ _— [all 
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Of the will orduring onr Thourhts, words and afiinns, A 


Aving fhewed the heinouſnes of ſundry Vices whete " 
unto yourg men are much addicted , that to thcHh 
may caretfuliy avoid the ſame ; 
"T come now to another direction for the leading a godly 
and gracious life , which 1s this, Kcp a [61107 watch ova, 
thy ſelf in thoſe things which concern thine own perſon. For thi] 


| pipe en 
bely therein obſerve theſe Rules. __s 
I. Be cares! of thy thowbts. Care of , and about thoughts Ia 


13 a ſpecial diſcovery of a godly man 

| For the better keeping thy thoughts in order , put theſe} (> 

” * _ thingsin pragice. . 

| *..T.. Give God thy fiift thourhts, by prepoſſeſſing thine heart "M 
at thy firſt awaking with thoughts of his infivite purity, wil- * 
dom, power, mercy, truth, or the i;ke exceJlencics in him c 
Thus did David, Plal 139 18. when 1 awake , I an ſi 

- with thee , that, fo ſoon as 1 awake , my thoughts are up: 


on thee , meditating on thy word and works ; whereby hu - 
heart was exceedingly fenced and guarded both againlt tg *, 


- (uggeſtion of Satan , and the wicked rifing ofthis own _ 
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oh ly and ſpirirual thoughts in the Mornihg will ſo ſealan 


2 pinning all the day after. | 
ent} 2. Ds thine utmoſt to ker bad thoughts out of thine heart » 
© abt if thty bate entred in , and rot poſſiſſren , [uffcr thin not to 
Vil dee and continue there , b_t thrift them ont of dgor: by head and 
"Mho:ldcrs, (o 003 as thry apperr. | 
Of 3. Make it thy buſinsfs frequently to raiſe, and extratt holy 
TI and uſeful thoughts, as from ,all Goas dealing with thee, fo 
Thom what than (itt or heareſt , yea fron all accidents and oe 
eurrences, As the Philoſophers Stone 1s ſaid ro turn all Mer- 
tals into go'd ; ſo by this Hravirly Chymiſtrie mailt thou turn 
. | ail earthly things into ſome ſpiritual advantage , and ex- 
tra& th. ure Gold of ſpiritua. thoughts from common ob= 
J:&s and occurrences. : 
4. In rad th: ſpirits and thowhts of men are very att: ve 
alwayes b: fied, if they be 0 ſet upon good obj'(ts , they will 
be work'ng upor bad , at will b thy wiſdom to git ſub a trean 
"Wire of Divire truths ,o and Goſpel mytzrics , as may furniſh thy 
"W/cart with ab:2dance of matttr 'or boly , and (þ vi: ual thoughts 3 
| and to be wich in everciſing thy [If upon them. Matth. 12+ 35. 
Axgood man , ſaith our Saviour , 0 of th: good treaſure 0, his 
hart brineeth forth good thines s that 1s , ſendeth out futtablſe 
emanations for the good ind comfort of his own ſoul , as 
well as others. Mens layings out are according to their 
layings up. Sach as have a ſtock of ſpiritual proviſion , -I 
$ mcan, have treaſured up many precious promiſes , many 
Goſpel-myſtcrics , and Scripture-truths in their harts, will 
be able to bring forth, as ſavoury diſcourſes 1n company 
for the bencfit of others , {9 many ſpiritual thoughts when 
they are alone , for the good and comfort of their own 
ſouls. 

Therefore, O Young man, forget not daily to render 
unto God thy thought-/crvice , as well as thy torgue-ſervnce * 
and the rather , becauſe thou haſt more opportunities for 
the one , than the ether. 
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5. Whenſoever thou corft anto God in Prayer , amoneRt othIRec 
thy fins , bewail the multitude of vain, Worldly, wanton thoughFfiti 
that lod: ein thine heart, and there revel it day and nizht, Third ger 
'It not enough to confeſs the outward as of ſin , but lik 1 
wiſe the inward , contemplative wickedne{* , and ſpecul{} yai 
tive filthineſs which is in thine heart, For the outward af} ten 
of wickedneſs are no more tranſgrcfltons of the Law , tha Bu 
the. inward thoughts which do bege: and produce the ouff tak 
-ward afts. And finfu! thoughts are the more abominab} '39 
For that they are the fountain and original of all au 
fins. 

Therefore, O Young man , thon haſt cauſe to humbY ks 
thy ſelf for thy /#aft! thorhts , as well as for thy /71t. 1 mop be 
and aftio7s, And having confefled 'them unto Gud , thefp 17 


=  F- 
y fad. - * pre 


k _ 
LY 


-nimongſt thy petitions , let one be for grace to enable- the} of 
to keep down all wicked', wanton thoughts ; and to ging ip 
- thee his ſanQifying ſpirit , which may ſpiritualize thy caſh 
"nal heart , making it more holy and Heavenly , fit to pri th 
duce Heavenly thoughts, | a 
IT. As thy thoughts mu? be well orgercd and govirned , FF k 


Bhkewiſe thy words , which is of ſpecial importance for prefſ (: 
ſervation both of our outward and inward peace : an 


wherein confiſteth much of the truth and reality of our Ref # 

ligicn, ' For sf a man firm to be Religtous y and bridltth no! hiifg 1 

' 2078ue , but breaketh our into bitter and reviling ſpeechef} 
that mais Relizzon 3s vain, or to no purpole, 7.2.1.2 t 

Though his profeſſion be glorions , yer it will lutle adyanfÞl 8 

rape hjs foul. Therefore Solomon adviſeth, next to the keep 

Ing our hearts, to keep cur tongues, Provg. 23,24. wi } 

elght to be tae more careful of our rongues : 

T, Borauje We are very prone t9 off:1d thre , corrup 


ſpeaking being'the ordinary iflue of our corrupt nacure. 
2. Chriſt hath delivered ir as a certain truth , That /aſſ. 
every dt word that men ſhall ſprak , they muſt guve account M 


' tbe day of Fudgemest. And that by 0:7 words we ſhall be 11ſt 
Fed » ana by our words we ſhall bz condemnd, Matth 12-3639 . 
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0th[Becauſe mens words do declare what their inward diſpge 
«g5[ftion is » therefore by their words are they juſtified or con- 
hinf demned. | 4 
likg Beware therefore , O young man , that thou doſt not 
uld yainly , and caufekfly jncreaſe thy accqunts either by rot= 
aJ ten and unſavoury , or by idle and unprofitable diſcourſes, 
thaJ But rather Jeez it be thy care with the Prophet David, To 
oulſ take becd to ty waves that thoy offend 10t with thy tongue, Pſal, 
ab) 39* ; 

For thy better heip therein take theſe few DireCtions, 

1. Be ot too fie of thy tozguc , but lit thy words be few, 
kiowin? that in multitude of words there wanteth not ſta ; but 
he that #(fratzah tis lips is wiſr, Prov.10. 19. And-Proy. 
17. 27. He that bath knowl:dgs ſpareth his words : ard a man 
F of underſtanding 25 of aa excellint ſpirit , knowing when to 
wh ſpeak, and when to keep filence, and verſ.28. Even a foo! 
when he holdeth bis peace , 13 counted wie , becauſe he hath 
this kappmecls , not to diſcover his want of wiſdom. Mary 
a mans folly and ignorance would not appear , could he but” 3 
keep h1s own counſel. Silence 1s an excellent yertue , and 
faveth many a mans credit, reputation, and conf{cience. = 
2. It your converſe on: 3th anothur be more fruitful 3 com- 
* mY1 ating vor expiriences, Josr conforts and ſupports one to - 
| another, exhorting ons another, and provoking ont another to 
| love and good works, This queſttonleſs is one end of Gods 
F beſtowing his pifts , and graces upon us , that we might 
impart what we have received to the ſpiritual good and be= 
nefit en2 of anather. And hereby ſhall we increate and im- 
prove our own gifts , ard graces : by communicating we ' 
increaſe our ſtore, We may warm our own hearts by our 
endeayours to warm our Brethren. * ©, 

That your diſcourſes may be the more profitable , have 
ever in your mind ſome uſctu] queilions to propound to 64. 
thers : but therein be ſure ro have reſpe& to the abilitiess 
and capacities , and the cdifying of your ſelves , or themg. 
to whom you propound your doubts. If they be learned 

. Divmines, 
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Divines , or experienced Chriſtiars , then you may defir} 
the opening and clearing ſum? difhcult place of Scripture 
or the reſy;ving ſome cafe of Conſcience , or the explain 
ing ſome hard point it D.,viniry. If they be your equals ji 
underſtanding , then ſuit your Diſcourſe to rhctr capacities 
and Jet it be you® wiſdom to ob ferve wh: rein mens abilitie 
chiefly conſiſt, and to apply your ſeives to rhemaaccordingly 
whereby you will mvch advantage your ſeives , and giveſx, 
ethcrs occaſion to improve. rhaſe gitts and ralen's whichſh 
God hath beſtowed 01: them. o 
3. When athe. 5 are taſk 7 of 7701'dly or common matters , It- 
bour to tra the rtramo th ir aſ-oarſes too: ſpiritual and ſas % 
woury ſubjrft , to talk of God ,, or Cirrz/t , o- Heaven , or of the 9 
way ana meas that rad thirounta. It is much to be lamint{ 
ed that profcſling Chriſtians ſhould fo oft-n meet rogetherſſ , 
to ſo little purpoſe. How 1s their time g:nerally raken upY q 
with diſcuurics of worldly matters, without a word of God, f 
or Heaven . | 
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bath commiticd ta toy trift , or in rev-aling thine owns ſecrets th 
another , laſt in th! enin proving ty ve wifarthf 1, thou be 17S; 


Re forced (but too lat') to repent thy folly, That which tho : 
it wouldſt cot I:ave told to another , tel! no body , for :f thay y 
canſt rot , why ſhou!ldlt thou think another will conccallſſ 
What Coucc: ns the.: 2 i 


F. L*t 0 COTHPE communication 'roed 47 of thy month, | 
Eph. 4. 29. North's frlibinſs . 707 fooliſh talking , nor jrfing, 
Ephel.5. 3 4 Tr ts bccter to forbear ſpeaking, tWan to vemſl « 
that which 1s vain, anc uvprozitab.c , or v orſ- than Glence; 
Abſtain rh:r-fore from al. evil [p2ikings , eſpecial from ob- 
ſcent and waiton fpeiches , whick the A poſtle cateth f!thi- 
mſs, and reckoneth amecnef? thoſe evi} fpeakings , which 
he would not have named amorelt Chri*jars. Yet how 
full of them are the mcuths of many yourg men > who 
make it their repaſt and reputation to utter wanton ſpeeches! 
to tell filthy tales , and to ſing Songs of love and lightneſs, 
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defir 111 of abominable falthineſs ; which plainly ſheweth the pol 
Uregition and uncleanneſs o: their herts,for ot of the abundance 


lain 


is 1 


the heart, the mouth ſpcak:th, Matth.13. 34. Obſcene and 
nchaſt words are the vent of ani unclean heart, and as bel- 
lows to blow up its filthy fre into a greater flame. 

Know then, C young men , it doth4:1ghly concern you 
in ſpecial , to be watchin] over your words 1n this kind, 
For of all forts of corrupt ſpeeches , this filthy ſpeech is the 
moſt b:aſtly and corrupting. Obſerve the Songs that young 
men and Maidens haye mcſt frequently 1n thetr mouths, and 
you ſhall tind them to be full of filthineſs, Is it any won- 
der then that ſo many *all into divers kinds of unclean and 
beaſtly a&ions , whenas their words are fo ſeaſoned , or 
rtather poiſoned with this 6lthineſs> How can chathry be 
preſerved when ſuch provocarions to lult are continually 


| uſed > The (04 of juſt and rightcars Lot w.rs vexed with the 


filly fprechb's of th: Sodomites , 2 Pet.2. 7. And how canſt 
thou think that thou haſt a righteous ſo!ll in thee , if thou 
take de.1ght in uttering, or hearing filthy ſpeeches ? 

2. Azother kind of evil ſpraking which the Apoſtle meationeth 


f 35 [007/Þ talkin , whereby he meaneth vain, and unprofi» 


> 9 
table diſcourſ.s of whatſoever com-th into mens heads, 
which tend to no good purpoie , but are uſed only to pals 
away time. Many, I know, are apt co think that vain and 
dic words are not to be reckoned of, Bur let ſich remem- 
ber , that God regiftreth them a'l, and will b-ing them 
one day toa reckoning for the ſain, betore his judg-ment=- 
ſcat. 

O Yours man, how doth i then concern thee to be 
watchful over thy words, and ſpeeches > Oh rhivk not 
vain and unprofitable diſcourſes to be i9 !ighr as not tape 
regarded. Conſider to what end God mage thy tongue; 
namely to plorific him , and edifice thy Broth:r. Conſider 
allo what a precious thing time is {which we ought by all 
means to redeem) and thou fnalt fird that co peryert the- 
right end of the rengue by babling foo!1fh things , and co 
| miſpend © 


4 x ” 
7. Ae 
* Þ f 
” 


TS 


”” 60 The Touns May's Guide. 


CSF 6 


3. fiſting , 1s the next kind of evil-ſpe:king men-1one 
by the Apvitle, Fp».s 4. whereby he eſpectaii;, meanet 
ſuch jeſting as tends ro the abufing -f Scriprore z vr arid 
ing ſuch as fear God , or mockin,, of our ne:ghbour., Thf not 
word cyrpameia, in te Text, Ar itoth leis dowr, for fait 
Virtue, which the Apoſtle ther. condemneth for 2 id wit 
And truly jrſting [eſpecially without great watchfujncis aff fait 
to the matter, and meaſure of 1:) dotit very 1:1 becumy] 15d 


Chriſtians. For, 
x. I!*s 70! agreeable to our profifien , which requirethg} but 
very grave, and {erious ſpirit, and behaviour. be] 


2. Ir's apt to put the heart out of tune , to diſcompoſe io why 
for thoſe weighty and ſpiritual concernments which wh Le 
have before us, and to diſpoſe us for vanity and frothr} th 
nets. no 

3- It's an occaſion of miſpending much precious time fþ fo! 
and of abuſing that gift of wit which God harh given for-ti th 
good and profit of others , and not for the lr: and diſpraclf of 
of any. '[ th 

Pleaſantneſs of converſe, ſo it be inno2ent and rendin nc 
to good , is both allowable and commendable : bur that] fc 
Itberty of wit which we intend for a recreation ſhou:d be] in 
but as ſ2uce to our meat , but little as to the meaſure of it 
and protitable as co the end of it , namely to whet the ap in 
petite to that which is ber! or, 

II. 4: thy thorrhts , aid words m:ft be well orazred \ | 
Þkewiſe thy aftions, and that 31 the whole conrle of thy lift 
This the Avoltle jnterderh, Phil.n, 27. Let your conucr; atial 
BP: ſuch 25 becom th the Gofpel of Fejſurs Chriſt , that 1s, as you & 
have cm raced the Goſpel of Chriit, and made a proteſli} n 
on of R-'jpion; fo ſee that your converfation be ſujrableſs f 
and anſwerab:e thereanto : thereby manifeſting the powetY t 
of the G-ipe] in you. Oh how fad a fight is 1c to ſee menF 


making a proicfiton of Religion , inſtead of — they” 1 
- . a j1- - 


A; 
©," 
o 


UMI 


t Fame with 2 godly life , diſgracirg it, and denying the 
$ower thereof in their looſe and carnal converſation / Let 
*Qſuch tak what they w:!1 of their faith , rhar they do believe 


Jas go as the beſt; yer let them know that that faith will, 


{ that be thy great ſtudy , how thou mailt live godly. Tull 
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in Jeſs Criſt , and therefore doubt not their condition 1s 


not ſave them , which brings not forth a godly life. Thaxgh 
faith alone juſtifies , yet faith which a aloae , not accompanied 
with eood works , doth ict juiſtirjue , nor ſave. It is a dead 
faith, Jam.2, 20, Wilt thou hope to live by that faith which - 
15 dead ? ='2 
Young men , let it not content you to be only believing, 
but be dozng Chriſtians : be not profe//ing only , but be Giving 
believers. HaRt :hou grace > prove thatthy Grace is true by 
this that thou haſt not received the Grace of God in vain. 
Letthy love proy< tiz faith z and thy labours of love prove 
thy love , and the truit of chy jabours prove rbat thou haſt 
not either belicyed.. or la2cured 1n vain, Be a Chriſtian _ 
for a&ton ; let Religion be not only thy profeſiion , but \. 1 
thy buſineſs, Ie: it not be the bulineſs of thy Sabbaths , or ! 
of thy praying times , but let it be the ordinary bufineſs of * 
thy life; let thy whole courſe evidence that Godlineſs is | 
not an acry , or empty notien , an inſignificant and uſeleſs | 
form or ſhew , bur that there 1s a ſpirit of life , and powes 
in it, which workcth in thee mightily. { 
That thy a&tions , and the wzy of thy life may be accords 
ing to Godlineſs, I ſhall give thee, 
I. SOMe gineray, E 
2. Some pari3::1i47 DireRions, E 
General Directions 2re theſe, | 
I. Engage thy {ef deeply in a diſizn [67 Fliinitys Reſolve 
for Heaven , and the way thar leads to 1t. Be not longer a 
man for this world , but for the everlaſting Kingdom ; and 
ſtudy our with plainneſs of heart , what is the ſureſt way to 
the bleflednels to come. 
Godlineſs is the way to blefſedneſs, and therefore. let 
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thou haſt in good earneſt taken up a Godly defign , th 2, 
wilt never do any thing to purpoſe 1n ir. -The moſt of mz; | Fu 
are fo far from l1virg a godly life , that they have not VG rai/ 
defigned any ſuch thing. Some good may be done at timeperſy 
by chem , bur it is only as 1t falls in their way , by accidenſſcq fa 
rather than upon any ſerious good intent. This God regard jjnef 
not at all; nothing 15 acceptable ro him , no nor like to b labo 
profitable to us, but what 13 done upon deſign , upon thiff yith 
Godly defign. ab, 
I1. Let thy whole life ve a proſecuttng and ſervins thy Godl 
deſign. And that thou maſt the more efleuaily proſecut yer 
It and proſper in ii, a gc 
I, Lt Faith and Love be the Root of thy life, and the] 1ab« 


L 
and 


ſeveral ations of it. | thee 
2. Let the word and vill of God be tlie rule of th | and 
ations. ( 


3. Let the glorifying and enjoying God be the end aff fear 
them, 

I. Lit faith and love be the root of thy aftions, | 

T.. E:t faith be the root of then, 1 Tim1.5. The end ofth 
corfthandment is charity out of a put h1art, and a g00d C0 ſ[cienct, 
ama | 'a'th unfrigzed] Heb. i. 6. without Fiith :t is impoſhible go 
to pleaſe God, Our perſons mult be accepted tft , before] tha 
our actions, and neither the one ner the other will be ac-| wh 
cepted without farth in Chriſt, Hoo. 1, 4. 

A Godly life , ang a lite of Faith are the ſame. Ali} wh 
of Faith hath 4r>Original trom abouye, is ferch*'d down] yyi4 
from Chrift , and rs mwntained and carrycd on by a con- 
tinual ſupply of t:cth influences from him , without whom = 
we can do. nothing. It thou wir hive Gedly , thou mult, z4j 
look to Chrift , and lean on Clift , and co io Chrilt for to 
all thy ftrength and motion. A Chriſtian ts beholding to 


or 
fiat 


| > ; 90 
Chriſt for eycry good motion he moves, for every Grace he} 5; 
hath , and for every good duty he doth. Let it be thu yy 


with thee , O ſou), let thy Faith in Chriſt be the root ftromY 
whence all thy aQtons, and thy irength for aCtien comes. 
: "I% 
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th 2, Let Love bethe root of thy Life. Let thy duties be the 
NAvorks of faith , and labours ef love. The loue 9 Chriſt cor®. 
 YiRraineth us, 2 Cor.5. 14. Chriſtians love Chr:ſt , butch his $7 
Vdperſon , and holy wayes , and thence *cis they follow him FF? 
cM fo fali They Joye to be holy , and therefore follow Ho» 34 
Id lineſs : they love to pray, and love to hear , and love ta 
VF labour for Chriſt, and to watch with Chriſt, and walk 
uy with him , and therefore *cis they jive a Praying , Hearing, 
Labouring , Watchful i.fe, Love quickens them to duty, 
F and love ſwcetens every duty. Young man , thou wilt ne- 
F yer bear through the harb Ervices, and great ſ-verities of + 
a god!y life 3 thu wit n-yer hold out in that conftant care, 
labour , watchfuineſs, feif-denyal, which Re-ig1on will pur 
thee upon , uni{s thy loye to Cliriſt do quicken thee on, 1 
MM and ſweeten all to thee. | | 
| Carnal Prot-flours whatever they do, they do all for 
'T fear , or from force or faſhion , they wou'd be bad enough, 
or do little enough , if they did dare, it they were not a- 
faid , or aſhamed, or were it nor from the influence of 
ſome things external upon them. Thguga thou allo muſt 
| make uſe of fear , and ali manner of Arguments and helps = 
to lead , and preſs on thy backward h-art\yerſeetoity, ;« 
that thy Love to Chrift be the min ſpring that ſets all thy 
wheels a going : this will both give vigour, and a ſweet . 
reliſh toa!l thou dot, and according to this, according to 
what love there 1s 1n thy duties , ſo.will thy acceprance be 
with God. | 
2. Let the word and will of God be the rule of thy life, Pſal. 
119. 9., Whrrewithal ſha! a Youno man cleanje his way ? By 
' takine 42d thrreto according tothy word; this word is a lizht 
to th:fet, anda laathar; tothe ſteps : irtheweth thee what is -| I 
good , and tha: good mult b2 done? * it ſheweth thee what = 
{ 1S evil , and that evil 15 to be avoided: it ſhew-th thee | 
what good 1s to b: done , and how ; what evils are to be 
 eſchewed, and how thou maiſt ayoid them. 
Young man , do not (as the moſt of thinz ag uſz ro do) 
| bg 
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| \Eennruly, livenor according to thy unruly head, or heart 
E according to thy unruly Luſts and Paſſions; but live b 


pod 0 


rule , live not by the rule of cuſtome , or by the rule PN 


example, after the courſe of this World ; bur let God bg 


thy ruler , and his Law be thy rule. As mary as walk ac 
+ Corgzng to this rule , peace ſhall be on. them , and mercy, Gal 
6. 16. Enquire diligently , what would God have me do 


ng a 


e pl 


'\ 


an 


When ' 


How would God have melive > would God have me lives 


an idle life? would God have me to {wear , or to lye , or 
to coyet? Is not this 1t that the Lord would haye me do 
to deny all ungodlinsſs and worldly inits , and to live righteouſf 
and ſovcrly , and godly in this pffint world ? Tit. 12. And 
If this be it that the Lord would have z Go and liye accord- 
ingly. | 's 

3. Let the glorifzing , and enjoyinz of Ged be theend of tly 
life., and of all the d:tics and ations of it. Ler this be the 
ſcope of thy life , the mark at which thou aimeſt , that 
thou mailt honour God , and be hapiy-in him. And that 


chou mailt eye and purſuc both theſe in one , let this be the 
aim and intent of thine heart in thy whole courſe , To wo'kÞþ 
out thiae own {aluation, Phil.2,12. In this one work 1s includ- 


ed all that thon haſt to do or mind. In this thou wilt beſt 
_—_— God , and ſecure his everiafting loye to thine own 
oul. 


Therefore upon this ſer thine eye , and thine heart jn all - 


thy wayes : So that ifthe queſtion be pur , wherefore liveſt 
thou > wherefore liveit thou thus > thus holly , thus hum- 
bly , thus watchfully , thus {elt-deaymingly 2 rhar thou maiſt 


mn, 
r W 
rofef] 
and t 
ſtent; 
narily 
It, 
ring 
nothir 


v[0 


h 


be able to anſwer , why, Ile thus , that berein I may work | 


0t my /alvation, Reſolve to ſet thy {elf about nothing , nor 
to allow thy {lf in any thing concernmg which thou art not 
able to ſay, I an hun working outgay ſalvation , I am here= 
þ ſerving the Lord , aid endiatouring the ſaving mins own 
oh. 

Young man , doſt thou live to this end 2 what goeſt chou 
fo often to the Ale-houſe or the Tavern far 2 Is that to Go 

[0] 


3 dab 
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d what is the intent of thy greedinelſs . 
y ſenſual licentious life , of thy ſcot- 
[ of Religion , doſt thou all this alſo for 
{ , and working out thine own fſajvation 2? 
hen thou art Drinking and Revellingz- 
Bwearing and Lying , orwhen thou art:luy= 
Fing away thy time, cant thou then ſay, Now 
of God , herein I am working out my Salvation © 
Mou art playing the Hypecrite , and formaliily 
> and praying, and hearing, and talking of :God, 
atters of Religion: deceitfully , out of pride ,-or 
tion. , or ſo coldly..and. negligently as thou ordi-/ 
doit, -canſt thou then fay',.' I. am now: praying for-my* 
eariag. for my life 2. will thy pride and thy hypocrifie * 
hee. to Heaven > Are theſe falſe. duries., that have' 
> but a lye at the bottome, .that are the.covert of: 
en hearr y are theſe they on which thou meaneſt to ad-/ 
| re thy ſalvation? þ ET, 
AF oung man , if thou. wouldſt in earneſt: make this thine 
| m indeed , the ſerving of God , and ſaving chy ſoul, and 
-ave.thineeye , and thine heart much upon it, this would 
both diſcover to thee , whether thy way were right: or 
wrong and alſo fetch thee off from all thy vain and wick- 
ed wayes y and quicken thee on in , and hold thee cloſe to': 
- thar rigateouſneſs , ſobriety , and Godlineſs.of life , which 
35 indeed: the way to. blelledneſs. Thus much for Gezcral” 
Direbtions =o : ; 7; moo 


art 
' þÞod and fave thy foul : 


pon the world, of t; 
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F: the next place I ſhall give thee ſome pait 
. ORF. -: od hp | 
.” © TJ. Beware. of living in the wiltu! emiſſion 0 
#4y.. The onuſſion of good maketh.yus as lyable t 
Yengeance!; as tlie:committing,of evil. The wprofitao 
vents we read:,. was  caft- into: 0uer darkneſs, whery 
nething but weeping .ud gyaſhing of teeth; not for miſpe 
n4s. Tiatent., but for tot improving it to his Maſters agua 
Matth. 25. 24,30: And L1k.16, 20,25, We read how 
was tormiented-1n Hell, not for-taking away trem [3 
but for not relieving him in his wants: And at the day 
Judgement the: Reprobate are condemned not for opprt 
fingthe poor, but for tot ffcaing them 2::not for ſtripping thea 
of 'their Apparel , bur for vot cleathing thenaked ,' Match, 
250 42,43, Zh 

And: no' maryel , conſidering the omitting of a known 
duty ariſcth. from a wicked heart, - ar:d from a mind averſe 
from Gad, and unwilling to his ſervice, Beſides , fins of 
emiſſion ate atwayesaccompanted-with ſins of commiſſion : a 
_ we ceaſe to do good , immediately we begwiito do: / 
©v1l. EI 

Bleſs not then thy ſelf, O Young man, inthine harm-' | 
lefs condition , thinking thou arr as good a Chriitian as the - 
veſt, becauſe thou arr not as bad as the worſt, bur canſt 
thank God with the Phariſce ; thou art nether Adultcrer , no? 
Drunhard , nor Extortioner (it were to be wiſhed that ſome 
could ſay ſo much) but know , tha: this is not ſufficient. A 
wan may truly ſay this ,; 1 47 #0t as bad as others , and yet * 
ſuffer with them in the {ame lake of fire, Thy omiſſions 
may. 
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ay be thy undoing. Yea not enly a total cmiſſion of all 3 
Jat's. good , but an ordinary , and wilfal , and allowed 
miſlion of any one thing thou knoweſt to be thy duty. . 

' O how ſadly doth this ſpeak to thee , thou halting , and 
ifling ſoul / many things thou doſt, and therein thou com- 
orteſt thy ſe}f; but are there not many things alſo which 
hou knowelſt thou ſhouldſt do, but wilt not > Thou knoweſt 
Ft is thy duty to pray ; to pray in.thy Family y in ſecret in 
hy Cloſet , to be conſtant , to be inſtant in Prayer , Doſt 
Shou fo > Thou knoweſt it to be thy duty ro examine thy 
lf, to ſearch thy heart , and try thy wayes , that thou 
paiſt know the eſtate of thy ſoul , Doſt thou this > How 
S:!dome doſt thou ſpend any pains this way 2 It maybe thou 
aſt never done it, nor { much as ſeriouſly pur the queſtion 
"lo thy ſelf , whoſe Child ay: 1? or, how may I know whether 1 
Rt: the Child of God , or the Child of the Dev4! ? Thou knoweſt 
(FF is thy duty to watch , to watch thine heart » and watch 
hy tongite , and watch againſt corruption , and temptatt- 
dn; Dot thou do 1t 3 Thou knowelt it 1s thy duty to Sanc- 
yhe the Sabbath , by forbearing thy Calling , thy Recrea= 
vis , and Carnal Pleaſures , by ſpcnding the whole day 
the publick , and private exerciſes of Religion,, not al- 
ding thy ſelf in vain , and impertinent talk , or idle ; or 
{Þridiy thoughts; Doſt thou ſo> Thou knowell it is thy 
ty to do good to others , to their ſouls, by exhorting, or 
Proving them : to their bodies , by feeding ,. or cloath=- 
Þ , or otherwiſe relieving them , Doſt thou fo > [Is there 
ne of all this, nor nothing elſe which thou alloweſt tity 
Pf inthenegle& of > If it be to , liow canſt thou thivk thy 
tfincere 2 
JO Young man, if thou wouldit pleaſe Gad indeed, and 
Pv<- evidence that thou att his, reſolye on Univerſal obe- 
ence , and be ready to every good work, Let not Con- 
ence fly upon thee at laſt, and tell thee , ove thing thou 
&f;, one thing thou would not do. * Be faithful ,. ſtudy 
& know thy whole duty , and reſt not ti!l thy heart be 
F a wil- _# 


UMI 
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© wil/ing to follow the Lord in all things whatſoever he conf, 
mands thee. | Wo © 
II. Lite not #n the prattice of ary krown fin, For, | 
T. One ſin is a Violation of Gods Law ; as well as- mai 
Jam.2. xo. who'arver ſhall keep the whole Law , and yet 
fead 31 one point , us guilty of al}, A wilful bregch of one pa 
of the Law makes thee guilty of the Violation of the wh 
Law. The Law of Gad is a chain of holy precepts ; if 
_ of a chain 1s broken , you may lay , the chain is bf 
en. 
2. One ſia allawed , and delighted in, u enough to keepth 
foul ont of Heaven. As Adam by eating one forbidden Frui 
was caſt out of Paradice : So maiſt thou out of Heavenfaſ q,, 
_ one fin , that chou haſt commitcd , and not repenteF thy 
of. | Fm 
3. The living and deli;htiag is one fin doth tvidence 4 701ten oy 
and unſound hearr. As it is made in Scripture a note of up 
rightneſs ro make Conſcience of every known fin. Se 11 
made a note of Hypocrifie to ſeem tg-make Conicaence 0 
- the forbearance of ſome ſivs , and yet to live and Iye ith 
pratice of others. Hereby was Herods Hypocrifie diſco- 
yered , who though up:n 7obn Baptifts Preaching he re- 
formed much, and did many good things , yer would not 
= with his beloved Hcrodias , notwithiianding ſhe was 


o 


is Brothers Wife. 
4. One fin never corth alone , but us ever acrombanied with 
more For it is' the nariral eff: of fin (eſpectally being 
witting'y comm-tted) to make men apter to fin, Rom. 6.19. 
Tou have yelded your merbers ſervants to uncleanneſs, and to Ky 
Fn. #ity unto iniq ity. God in his jut judgement oftrimes as $4 
a puniſhm:nr for ſome one fin , leaves men fo ro themſelves, 
thac they break forth into the commitring of others. 
g. For a mai. to liv aid lye imp nitehly in the praftice of 4 
known ſin is the dreadfalleſt (u '.emeat in the World. Berter were 
it for a man to. be given ui: to the Devil, thanto the power 


of one finful Luſt, The inceſtuous perſon was delivered up 
| | to 


UN 
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Satan, 1 C07.5- 5.) but he was reſtored again , and the 
W:ter for it. Whereas we ſe:dome read , or hear of any 

o were given up to the Luſts of their own hearts , that 
Ser recoycred. | 
"1 © Young pan , how doth it then concern thee to with- 
 #Mand every Lat, not to indu)ge thy felt in any fin ! but 
Papſpecia''y to keep thy ſelf from tbine own 291 ;4aty , I mean, - * 
18 by vaiures darling fit , to which thou art moſt PIs by 
Shy complexion , and conſtitution , and of alli thy Lufts art 

BJotheſt to leave. Let'not that bear rule in thee as formerly, 

I but bend thy greateſt force againſt ir. As che Kirg of Sy124 
"i commanded his 32 Captains to fight principally againſt the 
us Kin of Tra! , for tu!! well he knew that the King being once 
fol ain , the whole Arty wouid ſoon be diſcumtited, So if 
| thy beloved {in that rejgns and rules in thee were once ſub- 
| Cued, thy other (ins would ſoon be vanquiſhed. 

What ſailt thou now , © man , wilt thou hearken to this 
counſej , not to allow thy ſelf in any one {in thou knoweſt 

j to be ſo > Haſt tiiou hearkened to 1t > Thou knowelt it 15a 
| fin to lye, and yet doſt thou no: ly: > Thou knoweſt that | 
efrauding, over-reaching, defaming, backviting,fcofhing, 
O*Kquarrelling , th6u knoweſt thar th-ſe are all fins ; are : 
e-Fhere none em which thou alloweſt in thy ſelf > Thou 
OX Kknowelt *ris a fin , unnecefarily to keep company with fin- 
as ers, to be the companion of Drunkards , the companion 
fSwearers. and the vile ones of the earth ; doſt thou keep 
jot only ff om the wayes , but from the company of ſuch ? 
8s Are they no company for thee , who are no friends ro God- 
9. nels > Doſt thou know thine own iniquitics , thy ſpecial 
_ns thar have greateſt power over thee , and thou haſt 
Feateſt pleaſure 1n , and doſt thou keep thy ſelf from theſe 2 
* $ there no: one Lult chat thou won}dit have ſpared to thee ? 
od will not ſpare thee one fin , the Scripture will not al- 
dw thee one ; and if thou wikt approve thy {elf to him, ler 
ot thy Conſcience alipw thee what God ailows thee not, 
d let not thine heart love and entertain and praQtice it, 
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” whether Conſeience allow it or no. If thou wilt be up.We 
right , keep thee from all, bur eſpecially from thine ownſþa 
Iiquiry, = 
* II. I tho haſt been overtake? with any fin , and thercbyſhil 
made a wound 31 thy Conſcience , ſerh an healias Plaiſter by ſound 
Repentance , and favth in the blood of Chriſt. Lye not fecur 
in any known fin into which thou art fallen , but riſe ſpeeJfo 
Gily again? make up every breach berween God and thyb: 
foul berimes. What the Apottle faith of 2th, Ephelff C 
4- 26. the fame may 1] ſay of other fins , It ot toe San 0h al 
+ caewniuporthewm. Do not preſume to ſleep one night im am ir 
'F fin unrepemted of. Irs dargerous fleeping ar the brink off C 
| hell. | Y 

Haſt thou fallen.into ſin 2 do not fay it 1s but one , or but 
a little one, *Tis fin (be it great or little , ene or more)f} 1 
*is fin , and that's enough to deſtroy thee for ever , unlel; 
thou repent. Go ſpecdily and wake up the breach , repent 
and ſeek thy pardon, and thy peace. 

But what ſhall I fay to you, O rude and wicked Young 
men , whole whole }ife 1s a continued courſe of in1qquity, 
who have {9 back a cloud of witriclies to teſtihe againſt you, 
who are ſo ſunk , and drown'd in Luſt and ſenſuality, whole 

. hand ts never qut , but is alwaycs tmgaged in one wickednels 
or other, whoſe whole jif: hath been an Apprenticefiip to tae 
Devi. What, O what ſhall T fay to you > Is this a flare to 
rake your reſt in? Is this a ſtate to Jaugh and be fo merry 
31> How ts it that you are not all upon your knees , or 
fallen upon your faces ? that you are nat ail inrears , and 
in trengblings> Do you fir at the Wine , and char your 
{elves with ſfirong Drink > Vincear and Gali, and Worm- 
wood 1s more proper for you, ſorrow and bitterneſs of fout. 
What , Friends , do you mean to outdare the Almighty? 
Do not you fear the wrati of the Lamb 2 Are you death-| 
proof , and hell-proof? Is tne judgement to come hut 4 
bugbear > Pare you to met the Judge of all the earth, and 
w ſtand betore bis Barr with ail your loads of guiit upon ry | 

| How 
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upMow will your courage come down , and your brjsk and * 
ownfſvanten looks be appaled > How will theſe ſtout hearts 
uake , ad theſe bold ſpirits of yours ſhiver and fall, and 
:rcbyhide themſelves if it were poſſible , from that terrour of the 
oundfLord in his dreadful and terrible day > | 

cureſ} O how is 1t that you have no more pity, no more bowels 
pcefo: your poor , periſhing , dying ſouls > Whar wil! you ftill 
| thif be laying on more Irons , heavier loads? Wha:z yet more 
mheſſ Oathes , and Lycs , and Drunkenneſs, and - Whoredoms, 
7 1 and Ovltinacics in tacm 2 What will you never leave load- 
any irg , till your backs bz brok:n , and you be paſt remedy ? 
k off O r2pent, rep<rt, 22d turn to tac living God , and he will 
yet hive mercy 05 you. | 

but TV Mhz? thro gh graze thou ait recovered , take heed of fal- 
re) ling b.1ck agatn. A reiaple 1s dangerous in bodily diſeaſes, 
le much more in ſpiritual. Chriſt gave this advice tothe Wo- 
ef man taken 1 Adultery ,. and forgiven , Go and rr no more, 
Joh 8. 11. As 4lfo te th» poor !ame man', whom he healed 
Ing at the Pon) of Brthe dt, which be back*d with a trong req- 
ty, fon, Go a?d {in 30 mare , Uift a worſe thins come uato thee , leſt 
2, þ the rod be rurned into a Scorpion, 09.5. 14. Is the unclean 
oief ſpirit departed from thee > b2ware thar he return not , leſt 
els | thou b:come [-venfold more the Child of Hell in thy latter 
nef end, than thou wert in the beginning. Ter thy former 


toff fins, and the ſmart they have pu: chee tg, be warnings to © 4 


ry thee as long as thou livelt. Halt thou repented > Art thou 
or} reform? > Bleſs God for ſo great a mercy. Look back up- 
nd on the mire of the pit out of which thou art delivered , and 
take hced to thy ſcif, how thou ever comeſt there again, 
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CHAP. XIII, 
Of moderation in ſcucral particulays, 


E moderate 8.44] things, more particularly, 
I. Ia the uſe of Mats and Drinks, 
| 2. In Syorts ana Recreations, 
3. TIathe 'uiſuit of Worldly wealin, and { thing after riches, 
I. Be moderate #1 the uſe of Meats and Drinks. Fecd fort 
ſatisfying thy hunger , and ftrerg hning thy body for th 


_ 


ſervice of God , and net mecriy tor the pleaſing thy fleſh G 
appetite, I deny-not but the Lord ſometimes gives us lifff vt 


berty tro Ear and Drink , not only for necefiity. Bur wil 


.thou therefore ear to g'uttony , and allow thy felt in ſud ;, 


intemperance, as Will make thee as ready to curie God 
as to bleſs and praiſe him 2 

Our Saviour warns kis own Diſciples , Luk.21. 34. Tak 
heed to your ſelves , I'ft at any tine your heaits be overchartt 


wth ſurfettias and druakens. It 1s obſervable how he ad-| 


viſeth .us to be as watchful againſt g/#ttovy as drunken 
Many look upon drunhenacſs as an heynous fin , but as for 
Eluttony they make no fin of it at al] , not contidering thata 


man may oft:nd , and make a Beaſt of himſelf by exceſiwe 


eating , as by excelhve drinking. The rich glurton went 
to Hell, not for any drunkenns!s that,we read of , bur for 
gluttony, Lak.16. 19. 

Therefore , © Yourg man it concerns thee to be watch- 
ful over thy ſel? herein, Ler not thy Table be an Altar to thy 


' Belly, leſt it become a ſnare ro thine heart. Beware of feed- 


irg thy Luſt, inſtead of eefreſhing thy Body. Eat for ſervice, 


. more than for picaſure , to preſerve nature , rather than to 


pamper rhe body. And when thou arc feeding thy body, 
forget not to refrehthy ſoul , by meditating of Gods Good- 
neſs and Bounty, and Chriſts Sweetnels, who 15 the bread of 
&:fe. IL. B: 
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IT. Be moderate -'n-thy Sports and Recreations. Spend not . 
too much of thy precious t1me therein.  Certaiwly didit thou 
but. ſeriouſly weigh y and conſider , how much work lyerh 
before thee , and how little time remaining for the doing 
of it , thou wou!dſt not tr fle away ſv much thereot in va- 
nity and pleaſure z bur wculdit rather ſpend the greateſt part 
ef ihat t:me thou canſt ſpare from thy particular cail.ng , in 
renewing thy peace with God, in cicaring up thine intereſt 
in Chriſt, ard makirg thy Calling and Eleft!en jure. | 

L 6eny not but Recreations arc lawful , and may be uſed; 
provided, 

x. That they be ſuch as are not 70: bidden cather by the I.aw of 
God, or I aw of mai. For the p'eafivg of our {c.ves 16 any of 
thoſe, mit needs be d1{picaſing unto God, 

2. That th:y be uſtd modcrately , not ſproatg too mth te 
in th-m , nor taking too much tains about then ;, tor thereby. 


od you will rather be diſabled for the <{charge o: the duties of 


your calling , than fitred thereunto , wh:cn crofeth the 
main end of Recreations. The Mowcrs whet 1s counted no 
Jett , but rather a furtherance of his work. Bur if he ſpcnd 
the whole day , or halt a day in wiettirg , i.e 1701.5 Ms 
Sithe, and hinders his work. Nov our Recreations ought 
to be as whettirng ro rhe A{ower , wherein no more time 
mult be ſpent than doih corduce to the better fittzrg us for 
the duties of our gen-ral and parucular Calling. 
3ut contrariwiſe how do the greater part of Young mcn 
either accuitome themſc;ves to unlawtui Recreation, ;port= 
'ing themſelves in fin and wickeoncfs ; or cife avuie their 
lawful recreattuns 5 Dy laviſhing away much of their Drey 
cious time therein , making a Vocation of their Recreationg 
as if their work were to piay, and ther paſiimes were the 
very trade to which they had ſerved an Apprenuceſtipy 
and 1d'cneſs were the buſineſs of their j1ves, | | 
Ah Young men , is your peace yet to be made with Gad# 4 
The pardon of your fins yet to be obtained > Your ſalvation 
yet to be wieught cut> And is the time ailuticd tor,thefe 
th ngs 
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thipgs both ſhorr and uncertain, and yet do ye ſquander RI/e 
away in ſports and paſttmes > Doth your everlafling happiſſl 
neſs and miſery depend upon yanr well or j]| improving of *: 
Four time here, and can you ſo prodigilly laviſh it out iÞa)\ 
ſenſual plealures and delighrs > © thar men endowed witſthe 
reaſon ſhon!d be fo fooitſh ard unwiſe as th hazard thifo:h 
eterml welfare of their prectous ſouls for a few pleaſing va 
Nities, which lait but for a moment ! 

Ic was the fad expreſſion of Lyſ/machne , who had loſt hj 
Kirgiom for one drangat of water , For what a ſhort pla 
ſur: bave I mad: my ſelf a 004aſta v8 /8r ever ? Oh the folly an 
madneſs that poflfſeth rhe Rearts of many Young men te 
throw away their time upon thetr Luſts and pleaſures , a 
that which is nothing -worth , which hereafter , if they 
had it , they would give a whole World toredcem it , bu 
. :Cannot obtain, 

Do you lack Paſi-tire ? Snorts to paſs away the time} 
Company to paſs away the time? Why man, 1s all th 
work done , that thy time now yes upon thy hands > Look 
toit, thou maſt hereafter bepg for an hour , one hour te 
Pray in, one hour to repent in, which now :501 meeriyſ 
211Meſt , and playeſt away. O what a proctous commodity 

would tire be in Hei} > One day of Grace , one day to Re- 
*Pew 1m, what a joy would jt bg ro the damned fouls? but 
then jt would be too iate ; it's gone , and will not be re- 
Cai}*d for ever. 
' Go, O Yourg man, to the bed-fide of a dying man, 
and mind him both of his Woridly vanities with which un 
Times paſt he was delighted ; 35 alſo of all rioſe duties of 
piety, and works of rjig\veouſreſs which he hath perform- 
ed in the whole courfe of his life. And then ack him in 
which he doth now take moſt comfort , and delighr ; and 
you ſha!l find that: he will be cenfounded with ſhame to 
Think of the farmer , and exceedingly rcjoyce wi:h the re- 
membvranc? of the Jarter, ; 
". ITE. Br Mos:ratt in th: purſuit 0; 116: (dly things , i [e:k1' 
a'tet | 
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der R/tr riches , that thou maiſt not be drowned in the cares of thim,,. 
appiſh.6. 27. Labour #0! for the meat whz:h periſheth , bu for the 
ng off cat which enaureth to everlaſting life. Where by Meat onr 
ut iSaviour meaneth al] things which this World aftordeth for 
witthe uſe of man : one kind being by a Synccdoche pur for all 
| thfo:her kinds. And by {bo :r4zg , he meancth an jnordinate, 

vaſtand immoderate endeayour , after the things ofthis World. 
For the word in the Greek 8641420: od8 , lignificth to endea- 
your after things with the greateſt earnc{tnets, pain , and 
diligence. So that our Saviour doth not ſimply forvid the 
labouring for earthly things, but, 

I. The inerdinate inttation of th: mind of hin that Iibourtth, 
al whe it 7s filled with Seal 0, and with carking , dijtruſtfab 
hel thorghts about theſe earthly thirrs. Of the carnal diſtruſt of 
bu many Worldlings , who think they ſh2'l never have enougy 

to keep them when thev arc o'd ! which 1s a finful anxiety, 
1} however vailed under the 2ppearance of providence againſt 
thi future necetſity, whereby they do but anticipate taetr Cares, 
oi and create a neediefs Niſtraftion to themſelves, 
toll 2. Th: mann of latouritg ; wich tixperal thags dare pre- 
rig tried befor: ſpiritual ana Hoaumiy + theretor? our Saviour ad- 
9} deth , 6t [abour for the meat wich cadurith to cvorialiing tit 3 
e-F that is, chiefly and efpeciaily. Look how mich more ex= 
ut cejlent the ſoul is than the body , things eterrial raan thoſe 
e-£f that are temporal , ſo much more ought we , bon in our 

| judg2ments and affetions co preferr , and purſue ſpiritual 


my 


"of grace, and Heavenly glorv, before theie remporary trifies, 


ink 3: Toe arza(ure of [avoiriing , waen we never think we have 
off laid up enough , but are continual;y and cagerly ſeeking 


1-£ afer mor? , our hungry hearts crying ſtill in our ears, Ga= 
. ' P wo « , - Lt - 
ng to, Gath:r, lay up for the days to cone. When we cannot be 
dF content with food convenient , bu: ſeek aftor more than 1s 
ol needful both for the preſent and future maintenance of rhe 
=} charg? God hath committed to ns. 
It is obſervable, that we find not in all the Scripture 
thet an $aint Was vir C5 f t {> ting h 15 1.227 un 
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on che World, and ſ-cking immoderate'y atter earth'y riches» 


"We read of Aar17s Idrjarry , Lots Inceſt, Noahs Drunken-4 


neſs, Davias Avulrery, Peters d: mial « F his Matters But 
who do you read in Scripture of any Satrt.i hat was over- 
come w:th ths fin? It 1s not to be d}nyed , but thar as the 
ſe:ds of ai; fins are in the beſt of men , fc 1 kewiſe the ſ.eds 
of thi: fin: but that any _ was given up ' to the power 
th:roof , we do not read. w ſh ud this confderation 
ſtir you up to a greater ns againſt the ſame 2 


THAP.ALV. 


Sheweth the Darcer of bad Company , ad the advantage of good 
Company. 


E carful of thy Company , «fpecially who» thes makeſt thy '# 


bajome and tamltar fricnds ; tor that 1s a matter of ex- 
ceeding great concernment to thy =” wciltare. 
Th.s 1 ſhall branch into two heads, 

1. Avoid the Snc/oty of wit hed a: a Pi ghant perions. 

2. Deſrre and embrace the Compaity of the Godly. 

To Avoid th: $04 ty o wich:d wen, which hath ben the 
Bane and Ruipe of thouſands of Youre mir. I vonot ſay that 

a'l manner of Societ ty with graceich ai 7 ;phane p. rions 


. 15 fnvl ard unfawtul , ard tha racu ougphts not to come at 


ali wto their Company , nor to ) have 21y emercourle , and 


commerce wit! them in buying , {ci'ing and the Ik . Bur| 


thy care mutt be to avoid all mtimat- Sucicty and Fam-lt- 
arity , yea and ajl necdlcfs ant unnecdlary conver, rg with 
them, | 

1. For firſt, It is ercrentsy ang 019 without a juſt waA's 
rart, and calligo tobe mah 31. tec mpany of wicked and pee 
phane melt, eſpeciaily fuch as are [eofters Of Re::g1o0 , and 
traducers of good men , wh? by their 19: fo conv! rations 
and continual railing acainſt Re gion , and the pre fciſors 


1) 


© 4 cry? 
i 


thercof , wil. take off thine heart yk all love ar delight; 
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yon Holy , and Religiuus exerciſes , and 'work in the k 
gn” 9 and contemp: of the wayes of Godlin. fs es 
There 1s a1 RD aw: 
here is aſecrer ard bewnch:;ng power in 1:ophane com-: 
pany to cmpoyſon and pervert even the beſt diſpoſiti 2 
Fr being of a conagtous natur? , more infec: þ Ro, {in 
: ? hs . . CehiLlls - 
7 Pjague : and the foul much mo his © Pros he 
a Ia. od | ,uch more catchiig of the Coniagi= 
On C Ng, han the Body of any inſectious dile: fe. 
ommon experience tejleth us , how ih . 
- Young mcn , Who have bloſlemed fairly, ac hp 4 "Eo 
{ume g90d frui: Ver L fre © TE ' P; d] OE EM UL t forth 
4 : p-] y ITEQUENUYY te COMPANY ot Wicked 
and lewd perſons , hive proveu very prop! Ns 
binck?d. The Philo/onbers rf prophane and de- 
& YG 1 18:0 DDUCETS do well ube TT -% } 
both in colou pbers do well. evierye that all wateps 
1 colour and taſte > par RF 
OR T- { a taſte © Participate gt the nat 
diſpoſitto v4 ure , and 
, GLPONtLON of thoſe grourds chrongh which rhey pa 
4 like manrer men do partic:pate of the dit c; y pais, In 
wes he rs es ne diipoliicn and man- 
. thoſe , with whom they frequently 3 fam te 
converſe 8 "x anc amiliar;y 
2. By AN HUN COCCCOIHIAT gat 2a #9 . , 
makeſt thy ſei; 4 reg w.ty propoane men , -thok 
ket | WINE tf} 10 FOUL j37s y, CUER to their Bl, DEP. 
Ravamiaiy and P: apbaie, fa "08 by ho fo! : c ﬀ 1aſphemies, 
ſecret 'þ # BE Eo y 1,CNCCe tou oiveſta 
own. ', and io makeſt them thine 
4. Teturate ana Peealen ST IRIOERS OY | . | 
y ns j3 joZIE with the wick:d xj 4: 
thce lyable to ther puniſhments : Xe Wicked ws 
Therc St. 7h 
the - pods , as it 1s Recorded of him , going to 
we at E2b'ſus , there raet £0.04 , and Cermthuas ; 
laſphcmous Hereticks , bclchirg out their B; py, Li's 
NS Cid + wheres be node all he] $091 
; | vg Made All tne , ' 
out of their company feariros {o | - naſe wg couid 
from the Lord to f:}] Ss h 8 Tome. cmmene On 
parted , by, | 7 upon them. Who was no locner de» 
d, but prefen:ly the houſe fell dow 4 | 
them wir! Ca Ss NN 5 at dcſtroyed 
; 1 their companions. 
But it is not only thi 
C JN: , i - () | 7 1J , o 
Ke y the company of difſo'nte , ſcandalous 
perſons, as Drunkards , Swearers , ad Scott. \a5- 
LEV ing | , and Scoftcrs of Rejtgt 
n tnat would adviſe thee ro thun ; bur even perſons So 
civil, dead- hearted, formal profe 5 en perlons Mercy 
| profeſſors of Reltgion 5 16t (not 
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theſe be the comparitons of thy choice, or thy boſonken-P ® 
friends, who being unacquainted with the myſteries of th®urÞ* 
Goſpel , and the power of Godlineſs , cannot miniſter any .{1/* 
favoury, profitable diſcourſe to their hearers : So that who- 01 
ſoever tball frequent!y allociate himlelf with ſuch , neglc&- 
" Ing the Communion of Saints , he will ſoon find his zeal 
for God , and the wayes of Godlineſs much cooled : his 
feryency in holy duties much abated : his love to God, aud 
his people much leſſened : yea and an univerſal decay of 
his Graces inſenſfibly to grow upon him, So that a Chriſti- 
an inſtead of proceeding forward in Religion , and growing 
in grace , he will go backward , and find a tpiritual decay 
In hiraſc)f, 

Therefore, O young man, in the choice of friends for 
thine intimate acquaintance, and familiar converſe, ſeriou- 
My tbink of this. 

II. Diſire aid embrace the compaiy of the Gadly , who may 
further thee in the way to Heaven, make them thy familiar fricads 
and companions, The more thou converſeſt with ſuch , the 
greater encreaſe wilt thou ind un thy [cif of knowledge, faith, 
Jove, zeal, kumilicy, and other graces. The very preſence 

of a Reljgious perion , much more his gractous ſpeeches, 
-his holy advice , his ſcalonavle reproots , and his God!y 
converſation will be a great help to thee jn the way to Hea- 
ven, There is a certain vertuc in the words and behaviour 
"of men endowed with Heavenly wiſdom , which , (by the 
blefling of Gods holy Spirit) doth work effeRually on thoſe 
* who are converſant with them , for the intghining of their 
minds with the knowledge of God and bis truths : fer the 
inflaming their bearts with a loyeto God , and zeal for his 
glory. : : 

O Young man, thou canit not imagine whar ſpiritual 
adyantage may be por by converhirg with holy gracious per= . 
ſons : eſpecially it chou beelt caretul to treaſure up thoſe 
Chriſtian expcricnces thou heareſt from them , and what 1 
elſe may make for thy {piritual good, Thus will the com- 
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n-P munion of Saints be improved to the edific;tion of Saints. - 
urls Having done with the DirefFiens which concern your 
#1 felres in particular , I now proceed to ſuch which relate to' * 
' others, | I. 


CHAD. Xv. 


Con-aincth ſeveral auties which relate to others, 


| Hs F peacrab!e towards al. Rem:12., 18. tit 20 poſſible; 
| as muh as lycth in yeu , live peacrably with all meg « 
wh 


A peaccable diſpoſition confitteth in theſe ejghr 

things, | 
1, 14 a bachwarduifs to grve offence uato others. A man of 

a peaceable diſpolition will forbear all provoxing language, 
and carriage , or whatſoever may tr up others unto wrath, 

2. It ail Wiaptaeſ to take rffence wich given , well know= 
ing , that it is the ſudden taking an offence that doth oc- 
Fafion firife , 2nd contention , racher than the giving it x 
As it is the ſecond blow that makes the fray. Many ouftof 
their' pride think it a point of baſeneſs , 1gnominy , and 
diſgrace to put up the leaſt wrong. But So/o203 faith , 
Proy.19. 11. It s the glory of a mas to paſs over as offince , 
taking. little notice thereof , and purting rhe beſt interpre= 
cation on 1t. 

3. In a forwards tobe reconculed imp thoſe woo have wrong 
ed thee. T have read that there was ſometime a Variance 
between two famous Philoſophers, Ariſtippies , and e£/binesx 
Ariſtippus at length goeth to «/chires , and ſecks for pzace+ 
and reconciliation , and withal {ard , Rememoer , though I 
ap. the Elder , yet 1 firit ſought for react,” Tim , ſaid ef thints,. 
and 'or this , I will ever acknowledge you th: warthicr many far” 
I bezan the rife, but you the peace. ; 

'But, OYourz men, how many of you come far ſhore 
of ' Ariſtippis ,- (theugh an Heathen Philoſopher) in chis IÞ 
pars 3 
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parricalar , thinkiog it no diſgrace to break the peace , but'iches- 
a diſgrace to ſeek it Forgetting bow Abraham humbled 1ken= 
bimſe:f fo farr , asto go to Lot tor. peace and recenciliati Bur 

on : th2 ſupzr20:7 to the 3aferionr , though the injury done '*r- 


—. 


webothow tears. omar t ks eels abs, 


was on Lots part, and not on Abravans. beſt: 

* Surely whoſoever will be the Children of Abraham, muſt 1s Jo 
follow the ſteps ot their Father 45rahan , and rhough elder » 
in year, and greater in place , yet g9 brit to their Brother 'F. 


for peace and reconciliation, 
4. Ina willzgios topait with thy right 76; peace ſake. Whem _ þ 
men ſtand upon terms of extream right , - there peace 1s 
uſually broken, and contentions are ingendred. The World 
may. count th1s an ct; minate ſoftneſs , bur it 1s the truelt 
prudence. I deny not, but a man ofa peaccable d:ſpoſiti- 
on may with a good Conlcience feek ro recover his own by | 
Law , Provided , that it be not for every {mall , trifling "13 
matter; and without all private reyenge z- and inward ha- 
tred ; and after all amicable means and remedies have been 
uſcd. - For the Law is to be uſed only as Phyfick for thoſe 
diſcaſes, which carnot otherwiſ- be cured, 4-4 
gs. It 4 faticat vraring the wrorgs and injurcs of others done 4 
unto thie Ma'th.5.19. {aith our Saviour, Refr/t not evid, but We 
whoſocuer ſhall ſmite thee 02 the -27ht checke , turn to bim the I 
other a/ſo, &c, which words are not to be underſtood fimply, 
and literally, but comparatively, as 1f he had faith, Rather «F 
than revergs thy elf , by 1taz up agatnfh him that hath (mitten 
thee on the right checke , turi to him the other alſo , that is, be 
more ready to receive anether wreng , than retaliate the for- 
mer; rather than thou ſhouidſt reverg> thy ſelf of a ſmall 
injury. be ready to receive a greater. : 
Nei her 1s this expotition- of our Saviour to be applyed: 
only to real Hlowes , to {mitirg by the hand , but alſo by. 
the tongue, to the ſaftcrirg of reproackes: as if he had: 


faid, If a man ſhall ſpeak d:ſgracefully, and reproachfully 
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of thee , beſo far trom caſting dirt in his face, by Ceproach- - 
ing and reyiing him again ,' as rather be ready.toreceive; |: 


and bcar greatcr reproaci:es and diſgraces, 6« 1 is | 
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A, In a Will 'ngniR to for 5e the wrongs and injuries of others 
of ed unto 4 3 This is made the condition of Gods forgiy- 
ing of us. Fo-gize, and ye ſhall be {124v-n, Luk.6.39. And 
if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes , ncither will your Father 
F fore" your treſpaſſes. A Cereadful word to all ſuch who are 
' of impiacable ſpirits . who wi'l revenge ch-ir wrongs , but 
will not remit chem. Wcu.dſt thou not be forgiven 2 wouldſt 
thou nat hat Gd ſhould revenge upon thee the wrongs 
thou haſt done him? O er-mble 3 he will cercainly do it, 
= K he will not forgive thee unleſs rhou forgive thy Brother. 

9. In a readiniR to ds what goo Offices of love and hindi 
we can unto thoſe whe have wro-ged us. For which we have 
the command of Chrift, Matth.5 4. Bnt I ſay unto you , lave 
your enemies , bl them that curſ you , do good te then who hate 

,,@ you. Iris nor ſufficient to ſpeak friendly and peaceably, but 
V'f\ we mult ſhew our peaccable d:ſ-ofition by doing goed unto 
thoſe who have wronged us. To requite good for good is 
civil courtefic : ro requite evi] for evi] is mahtious policy : to 
requite evil for good 15 hateful ingratitude : but ro require 

_ good for cy1il is true Chriſtian Charity, which goeth beyond 
* all the Heatheniſh love in the World. Tivs 1s a leflon hard 


| more earneſt ſhould be our endeavour , and the more com- 
fortable will be our praftice, 

8. Ina forwardneſs to make prac? betweer others, who axe 
at Tartance. This 1s accounted by many Warld'y politicians 
a thanklefs office ; b cauſ* they may incur: the diſpleaſure, 
and loſe the friendſhip of both par:ies But what if thow 
ſhouldit loſe the f1jendſhip of on? or two men , yer hy do- 
ing thy duty ro thy Nc ghbour , thou ſha't gain the favour 
of God , which will abundantly recompence the loſs of any 
mans friendſhip. 

B:fides though it ſhou'd prove a thankleſs work , yet 

'Þ there 1s a bleſſing promiſed thercunto, Matth.s. 6 Bleſſed 
 B&re the peace- makers , or thiy ſhall be called the chiidren of God, 
thatis , they ſhall attain to this priviledge and prercgative 

G to 


Z to fleſh and blood, but the wore difficuir it is to nature, the 
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to be the Children of God, So that the glorious reward tn 

which follow this dury , do abundantly recompence the in- 5” 

- eonveniencies and muſchieſs , which ſometimes accompany a 
the ſame, 

IT Avother duty incumbent on thee which vilateth to others, 
zs this , Be affable and courttous unto all, aveiding all meroſs, 
and ſuperciiions behaviow. Religion requires courteſie, as 
well'as pizty : good minners together with good Conſciences, 
Many Moral men who haye no ſaving grace , vet herein car- 

ry themſelves lik? Chriſtians. What a ſhame is it then for 
Chriſtians » Who have truth of Grace in them , not to carry 
themſelves like moral men / 

This will exceedingly Grace your carriage , and make 

ycur company well-come , and acceptable unto all. Yea 

-1t will win the hearts of al] with whom you have to do , and 
even knit them unto you. Davids Courtecus carriage made ,. 
all the ſeryants of $4 to reſpe& him. Yea it is ſaid , AZ 

 Jratl and Fudub loved him, 1 Sam. 18. 16. 

On the other fide , CharBhn'f, Bitterneſs, Teſtinet, and 
ſuch other Vices , which arz contrary to this Vertue , alte- 
nate mens minds from them, yea and exaſperate them :, 
againſt them, | 

[1H Carry thy fel” humbly towards all mes , thinking better 
of others , than of thy [:if. The truth is, that man who well 
knoweth himſelf, knowerh more of himſelf, of his own 

"Weakneſs and vilene{«, than he can know of molt others ;” 
and therefore he may wzll haye a meaner eſteem of himſe}t 
than of others, eſpecially ſuch as are of bis rank , and be- 
twixt whom there 1s not too too palpable a difference, 1 * 
he have apparently better gifts than others , yet his humble 
mind will make him think thar others may have more true | 
inward Grace, and 6ricerity , becauſe he knows more ot | 
the deceit of his own heart than he can of others. ; 

Humility is fo graceful a grace that 1t makes him who is % 6 
decked therewith gracious in every mans eye. Whereas | 
none are mere 61{dained tnan tie proud, none are better re-* \ 
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thesf vefted both by God and man than the humble. 

\/LEN= # IV. Be as [erunceavlie to oth:rs as thoy canſt, As it was the 
" Bur ncat 42d drink of ow visſid Saviour to be doing good unta 
others + So let it be thy meat and drink , even thy chief de- 
light ro be doing all che good thou canſt. Ler not any op- 
portunity of doirg good ſlip out of thy nands, but as the . 3 
» '«M Wiſe man advileth, 'Tccle lg. Io. #hat/o:wuir thy hand fiadetly 


PF 
ae 


_ todo, do it with all thy night , that is , whatſoever ability, 
M or opportunity of ſeryice God aftordeti unto thee , cither 
# in thy genera] or particular Calling , improve it with all 
r 


care and diltgence : endeavour with thy might to do all the 
4 good chat pettiviy thou canſt tn thy Generation. 
And ſurely it is the greateli honour we are capable of heres 
« to be any way ſerviceab'e to God , and his peoplc ; and 
n thit which will briog much peace and com5ort to our ſouls 
FF andconſciences. 
_ V. Be meciiful towards [url as atinmſiry, Luke 6. 36. 
This mercituineſs , or x merey 1s. ſuch a ——_ {{ton of the 
heart , whereby a man is moved to help and ſuccour others 
nth _ nuſery. So char true mercy harn 1n.it two 1 _— 
I. 4 :01paſſion, or laying to heart the miſerias of 921 18 
2. An inclination, and readinR to ſuccos ande.iove thems 
cording to their miſe y. It comprehend> afjifioa,. and —_ 
7 1 the former being the fountain and toundaton of tte 
F latter; and rhe Jatter the ſtream and 4d maLanen of ths 
-<N former. So thar jn the compaſion of rhe heart, and inthe 
0 = of relief, couſift ts the true nature of Mercy. 
The formy we hind often ccogrh in >Ctiprure ; 48 Job 
4 6. xo] To him that u afflicted , pity ſhould or ſhiwed to his 
Foes. Put on therefore, faith the e Apolitie, Coi.3. tz. as the 
[oft of Gad , holy, and beloved, bywils 9 mercy. Winch isa 
metonmical form: of { ſpeech , often uſed 1a holy Scriptures 
{ whereby is meant pity , and compaſlion towards them rhar 
are i any mif ry, or affli&tion. 
It we conlider the nearnels of conjunRion , and commu- 
mon that one Chriſtian hath with anvtker, '2 may well 
G 2 | be 
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be convinced ef the equity of this duty. For we are all Sons, ÞÞ, 
of one Father, all members of one body : In reſpeR there j 
of there ſhould , nay there ought to be ſuch a ſympathy a, 
compaſtion in the members of the myſtical boay, I mea. Y * 
among Chriſtians, as there 1s in the members of the natural V 
body. Now we know that inthe natural body , 3/ ore mem- 
ber ſuffer , all the members ſuffer with it , as the Apoliie ex- 
preſſeth , 1 Cor7.12. 26. which place St. Auſtzz in his tenth 
TraQtate on Fohi explaining , excellently ſheweth the mu- 
tual compaſiton between the members of a natural] body, | 
Behold, ſaith hey the- foot treadeth 03 a thorn , and ſce how all 
tbe members condole it 3 The back bends 1t ſelf , the head ftoopeth, 
the tongue complaineth as if it ſelf wire prick;d , the eye ſearcheth 
z out , the hands do thei; beſt to pluck it out , yea every member 

of the body is conmpaſſionately affett: d with it. And ſurely ſuch 
2 ſympathy and compaſſion there ought to be amongſt 
Chriſtians, who are all members of one body , whereof 
Chriſt Jeſus is the head: 

II. Thy compaſſionate heart muſt have a helping hand. For 
the nature of true mercy confiſteth as well in the a@ of re- 
lief, asin the compaſkon of the heart. Thou haſt not done 
thy duty in pitying the diſtreſſed , unleſs thou hkewiſe re- 
lieve them. As that faith , which is a'one without works, 
doth not juſtiftie us : ſo that pity which js alone without 
works , doth not juſtifie our faith. In vain therefore doſt 
theu boaſt of thine inward compaſſion , unleſs thou likewite 
afioord thine outward contribution. = 

For thine encourag-ment unto this kind of Mercy, 

r. Know that oxtward works of mercy aie ſweet \meliang $4- 
crifices whirewith the Lord is w:11 pleaſed, Theſe are the ob- 
lations which he now requireth. The Altar on which this 
Sacrifice is to be offered, is th: ba'þ of the poor, Whatgrea- 
ter argument can there be to enforce this duty of Charity, 
than to conſider, it is acceptable , and pleating unto God ? 
For what inzcnous Chriſtian would not do that which 1s ac- 
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2. We are not /o much Lords of our Eftates , . as Sttwayds, 

E&) and oherefore 0ught not to app opriate all unto our ſelves , but to 
ST communicate ſome part thereo/to the poor , uato whom ſomethi'g 
'&" out of our eſtate doth belong, In which reſpeR the Spirit of 
'F - God calleth part of the rich mans ſtock , the poor mans dts 

Prov.3. 27. Withbold not good from then to whom it x duet, 

when it ts in the power of thy hand to do it. So that what 

St, Paul ſaith of himſeit , concerning the Preaching of the 

Goſpel, x Cor.9 16. Nectſſi'y is laid 1po8 me , yea wot i5 

wato me , if 1 preach not the Goſpel, The like ſhould every 

»» Chriſtian ſay of himſelf m this behalf , Neceſſity zs lard non 
m? to relieve the poor , and woe be uito me, of 1 do 't nor. 

3. All profeſſion of Relizion , without warks of Charity , ## 
but bypocritical, For this is pure Religios , and undefiled b fore 
Gol, to vifet the Fath:rlfs and Widows in thi; afftifiions , 

s 1 Jam.1, 27. thatis > The comforting and fupporting ſuch 
as are in want and mifery, doth evidence the truth of our 

| Religion. 
g. Comfid:r the benefits which follow and accompany our works 
S of Charity. For thereby we bring glory to God , adorn our 
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Chrittian Religion and profeſlion : and not only make glad 

the hearts of the poor , whom we relieve , but hkewiſe re- 

freſh our own ſouls , in that our works of Charity will evt- 

dence as the truth of our Religion , ſo likewiſe of our fairk; 

for faith without works is dead : it's not a living, but a dead 
fairh which manifeſts not its life by working 

Laſtly , It 7s a meas for eacreaſing our ſtove, Prov.z. 9,10. 

Monour the 1 6:d with thy ſurRtance , by giving bountifully ro 

the poor , So ſhall thy barges be filled with plenty , and thy 

preſſes burſt out with new Wine. And Prov.11.24. The 5s 

k that (cattereth , and vet excreaſeth, Intimating that this kind 

of ſcattering is the means of increafing , which made the 

Apoltle ſay in 2 Cor.g. 6. He that ſoweth ſparingly , [ha!! 

z Teap ſparingly, but he which ſowtith bow'tifully ſhall 1cap bountt- 

fully, And {aith our Saviour, Luk.6.38. Give, ardit ſhall 

Po 0791821 Joe, good mea'we , prefſid down , a1d ſhaken to-ethcr. 
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oo that” nothing is loſt hg giving to the paſt 3 yeait.is th 
ſureit and fateſt way of getting. Whercas a coverous kecp- 


ing back, and withholding from thc Poor , 15 4he ready 


Way to want and pov-ity, according Oo that of the Wiſe 
man, Proy. 9. 24 Tier? 15 toat watt Dhoid FM! Ethan meet, 
bat it tend.th to powoity, through Gods curic upon their eftate 
for thar hard heartednefs ro the poor yea how many have 
lot their foul, as weil as their eftare , by their over-ſay= 
ing > How can they op? to find mercy from Chriſt , wha 
nevcr ſhewed mercy to Chriſt in his menib+rs 2 

Therefore, O Young man , be per noed for he time 
ro come to be more charitable, knowing s nat {0 much 
a mercy to have wacrewith all to do —_ » as todo good 
With what we have. And Jet thy giving out be proportio- 
nable to what the T.ord hath given unto thee. They who 
are rich in this Worlds goods , atght ro be rich ” g0ud 
works ; tne greater thy receits are , t 
Ly FeeUres, 

That tzou mailt be more free , ana bounttia! in thy Che- 
rity, follow the adyice which the Apoit] * giveta to the 
COLtutcts, þ C or. 16. lg # 08 8c 1:ft ay n; the with (that 
is, the T.o;d Sn Viv 610.0 Jos (ny by ham an ſu are \ ls 
Goa rath profpcrcd bins that 1s, accoreing to the abiiity 
"Gd $0 blcfi=d him , tor him fer apart ſome- 
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more ready and t tree t to 010 735 any 200d occaltiun , have 
Ing 2 Hock by ceo for that very end and rar "my 

VI try Tf ore 7 mat 1264 baſe [70.1 or asfallly got. Tt. 
Very Grfal bo Ft things wrongtully , and no lefs to kzep 
what is wronzu! Jy y gotten ; therdfore the Law required re- 
tution of loin an jd 311= 2otten $000ds as Er04.22.1. Lev. 
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petting by fraud or oppreſſion, ought to make ſatis*a&ton, 
by reſtoring either the thing jr ſelf, or the value and worth 
pf 17, Wes 


# Q. #bat if the party bt not able to make full ſatixfation for 
\ & th: wrt he bath dove ? 

b A. If bebe not in truth able to make fuil ſatisfaCtion, yet 
"& hc muſt reſtore fo far as he is able , and his eſtate will reagh : 
"# 2nd God will accept th? will for the deed, according to 
: that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cer,S., 12. If thirc be a willing mind, 


it w accevted according to that a was hath , ad 19! accord. ng to 
that he hato uot. | 

2. He mult humbly acknow!e0g> th2 wrong he hath 
done. If ſatisſaRtion cannot be made by Relitnizon , thenit 
muſt be by Hu ilat'or, 

3. He muſt ſhew himſc)* willing to reſtore whatſoever 
he hath unjuſtly , and fraudulently gotten: and promiſe 
{ati {181on whenſnever God ſha'l enable him thereunto, 

Q. nat it the Party wyariedbe dad? 

A. Then Reſtitution o-cht to be mad: to bus Exccutas, of | 
Adminiſtrators, 0 Hiirs : and i” they canmot be found, thinte , * 
the poor, making them his Heirs ; and thereby thou wilt 
turn thy D-bt into an Aimes , and in ſhewing thy felt ut; 
do a work of mercy. 

WM hat thou do!t herein let it b> done ſpeedily. - For thou 
knoweſft not what a day may brirg for:h : thou maiſt ejcher 
bc taken from thy riches , or thy riches may be taken from 
thee, and thou ther.by be altogether difinab!ed to reſtore 
according to thy purpoſe. DE | 

Though for the preſent thou maiſt pleaſe thy ſe]f with 
thine 11!-gorten goods ;' yet 1f ever thy Conſcience be en- 
Iightened and made ſ-n{ible of the evii of fin, *tnou wilt -Þ 
hnd no quiet thercin , ri!] thou haſt made reſtitution, * St- Þ 
reca tells us of a Philoſopher at Athens , who having -boughi: 
a yair of Shoocs upon truſt, andafterwards hearing that 
the Shon-maker was dead , flattered himſelf, for a while, 2 
win a conceit thax the money duc for ths Shoves was his 
own, 


. | 


f 
| 
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own and that he ſhou!d never be called upon for the ſame; 
But his Conſcience being afterwards awakened , he was fo 
terrificd with the thought of his injuſtice , that as one af- 
frighted , he ran with all ſp:cd to the mans ſhop , and find- 
'3ng the door ſhur , he flung the money in at the Window, 
ſaying , Thou. h th: good nan Je dead , yit the ovey is due fron 
me. If an Heath:n made ſuch Conſcience of reſtoring what 
was anothers , and not his.own ; How much mcre ſhoulaf 
thou, who art a Chriſtian, make Conſcience of reſtoring 

- whatſoever thou haſt ſtoln , or frandulenty gotten from 
another. and doth not properly belong unto thee > F 

Obj. Happily thou wilt ſay , I am wiſlirg ro make reſti- 
tution , but unwilling to have the thing known , becauſe 
_—_— my credit and reputation will be exceedingly blaſt- 
ed. 

A. For the preſervation of thy Reputation thou mailt make 
ehoice of ſom? howſt , faithful friend , who will deliver the © 
monty or ; 6045s, and conceal thy aame. 

Be ſ:re reſtitution be made one way or other , of thine ': 
-Ili-gotren gaods. 

1. Becauſe otherwiſe they will prove a moth to conſume 
the rcſt of thine care. | 

32. I: is the only way and means whereby thou canſt mak? 
recompence and ſati:faftion for the wrong thou haſt done 
unto thy Neighbour, = . 

Haſt thou therefore, O Young man, in the time of thine 
Apprenticeſhip been unfaithful ro thy Maſter , and flojn 
any thing from him or any other ? as rhou expecteſt to find 
mercy from Gcd, and to obtain the pardon of thy fin, 
reſolve forthwith to reſtore the ſame ; otherwiſe it will prove 

not. only a moth in thine eſtate , but the ruine of thy ſoul. 8 
If thou part not ſpeedily with thine 1]] gotten goods , thy y, 
foul is I:ke fo go for them. And what will it profit thee to | 
fave thy gnods, and (oft thy ſoul? \ 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Sheweth the neceſſity of performing Relative Dutics. 


VI.W I Av ſpecial regard to the du'tes thou ew'ft to thy 

r.lat'ons , wherein confoſteth a great part of a Chri= 

ſtizxs work, 1f God hath biefſed thee with a 
family , ler thy care be that God may be honoured there- 
in, by a conſtant , conſcionible performance of holy and 
re}jgi0us duties. Relative dati's do more demonſtrate p1CtY, 
and true Godlineſs, than Gearral datics. The work of Grace 
in m:ns converſations doth 5ppear much in the duties of 
their relations. If therctorce thou profeſs Godlineſs, mani= 
feſt the truth and power ut it in performing the duties of 
t1y relations, 

i hatſvever men may talk of Godlineſs , except it ap= 
pear in a conſcionable diſcharge of the duties of their rela- 
tions , ali their talk, and profeſſion of Religion 1s to no 
purpoſe. Except a Servant be diligent and faithful to his 
Maſter , a Chi'd dutiful to his Parent , a Wife loving, and 
obedient to her Husband , all their profeſſion of Religian 
| 15 in vain. So unleſs Maſters, Parents , and Husbands be 3 
C careful and conſcionable in the diſcharge of the duties of * 

their reJations, a'l their talk of Godlinefs 1s to no purpoſe. ? 

Therefore , O Young man , have ſpecial regard to thy 
yelatzve duties © if thou be not good therein, thou art nor 
good ar all , what ſhew of goodnels ſoever rhou makeſt. A 
good man , but a careleſs matter , carele{s of the ſouls of 
his Servants! A good man, but an harſh, unkind husband, 
Jy, theſ: cannot well land together. Men are really what they 
are relatively : except thou art relatively good , thou art 4 
| not really good. Be therefore exaftly conſcionable in the 1 


dutics of thy relations If thou beet a Maſter , a Goyer- 
nour of a Family, be juft and mercitul to thy ſeryants, care- 
_ 


QF: 
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ful for the ſaying ot th. r ſouls. If thoa beeſt 2r Husband, 
bc kind , and 'oving io-1ny Wile, ict ali h y commands be 
m love, then \1}] they be mare cneertally obexcd. [t thou 
beeſt a. Father be carciul in he education of thy Children, 
bring1:'7 the 11 UÞ in te MIrturc and admonition of t ne 
Lord : as God hath made them thy Ch: doen by natural 
generation , do thou endeavour to mae them his Children 


by a reiſgtous ediication, Kno'y that relatiye dulies and 
races.dy very much gra reliy on 
ID. Wnatare thale be. ecia rc.ative 4 uties witli h are 1n- 


cumbent L201 Maſters anc G: IV<t+ QUTIS of Families in re- 
ference to thul - im (er 071 ctiarg > 

A. 1. 1. t yow hauſes ve daily; or; if ta by a Mo ts” md Fe 
venting Sacilft t of Prayjr and 14/6 unto God, Bock wi! ch 
were appointed under the Law, F-04129 3 535 and this 
ſhadowed what was to be perfc wb Ys nder the Go fre), 
God ren:ws his mercics to you ev ry Morning . and pro- 
tet z0t 2 CVEery nn: ent from m4: fro d Ry n2Oors Wa "ereurrn you 
are ſub 5c a:1l can YOu bc {9 ungrateh 1] and nn | 
of him , who is every inomerit ſo mc dh of you 4 as 1! rg 
offer up unto him a Morning and an \E verang DAcritice 2 

It 5» obſ-:ya je that => daaf'y Famiites , and Praccl ff 
Fail: arc } OFR d togethur fer. lo. 25. Patro * thy Gary 
apor the Fathin whok ow tn eat , and 1097 the fambres that 
cal 07 07 BY TAME Imply: ii , thar tho". > Fam ley d flex 
Ittie from 1H aihuns, in which P; ayers ares not daj'? 7 oft. 'x- 
ed uu! zo SG [ ern buin. G thn whatfocyer occako N 
the onmittrg cHumcr of Morning , or Evening Prayer, For 
-what but ſs can be of groatc importance, than the ſcry- 
ing of Go ; Upon W noſe bleTing depends the good and 1]] 
ſucceſs of al 1 our affairs? How can that Matter expcct a 
blefiing from God upon his caily jabours , who omirs et- 
tact Morning or Evening Prayer 2 For as God j« the forn- 
Xain of all b'cjiing , to Prayer js the Means he hath ſan&ifi-. 
<> fer the obtaining of it, 

Say not'thou "art willing to Pray with thy Family , but 
| knoweR 


nd, 
bs 


| — 
g knoweft not how ro expreſs thy ſelf in apt words. 7: 


»-thercby tou wilt be enabled to pray with thy family. Rae 


. /, - C Na _ . NL 
in Gcds word denounced againſt thoſe firs , they may for; 


1 
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As frequent uſe in other things maketh men perte@ there 
in: ſo accuſtome thy ſelf to pray alone im thy Cloſer , and 


ther than thou ſhou'dſt altogether forbear praying in and 
with thy Family, out of a concert of thine 1yability there 
mnt , I would adi ie thee tor 2 while to red a Prayer OUE 
of a Bok, 1] thou haft a confidence to Pray mn thy Family 
without one 
2. It the word of God b: frequertly read in yow Famuitsg 
C 


£ 


which 1s not only the foundation of faiti: , and the well= 


ſpring of ſaving w;ſcom , but allo the ground of Godlineſs, 
and the aude Of practicc A able to make y0.1 wif: wrt 0 (alvatt- 
07, 2 Tim.3. 175. Certainly did you ſeriouſly con'ider the 
bercfic rhat might redound to your ſervants by a frequent! 
hearing the word read, You would not but be more frequent: 
therein. Arc any of them addifred ro drunkenneſs, lying! 
cr ſwearing > who Kows bir upon kearing the rhreatnings 
the rime to come abhor and 2void the ſame 2 Or ar* any 3 
of thy ſcrvants unprofitable , no difovecient unto thee I 7 
who knows but npen hearing the dutics of ſorvarts road out 
ofthe word of God , where they are commended to bs obey 
dient to their Mofters in all thicgs, and to ferv: them ao! with XI 
rye-Fervice ys as men-pieaſers , but as the (Muarts 07 CorÞi Wiih 2 


4 


: | " 229 q : ? C Po PR a 7 p NE 
obedient and profitab!s urto the: ! 50 that, me thinks , for: 
» . i ' ? . 
thine own good as well as theirs , thou ſhoutdlt cauſethe; 
C- : 


, nl i = A . YA » awe 
word to be frequent iy read in thy Fanily. 
E a : s = "INT" A - : - ak -b4 fo A ©; * ; 
2, Set {ome lame avdrt 1 cuory with 10 Carernite F050 HAGEN? 
PE os BG IG ines #hs ob Do netfee 26 its hon: 4 
TY COATES CenRortng tnom toc nit Pro arifies 6 Kergon 5 tant 
. C p ; t 4 . Ro - ay 


which there 15 no b=rrecr meats to ke:zp them from tie er? $ 
ph 


rours of the times. Iſhc be worſe than an Intidel who pro 
vides not fer the bodics of thoſe in his family , what thewY 
15 he who takes no care of the + ſovis , regieCing to inttru8t E 
them in the Principlcs of the Orac'ics of God? | 0 

If; 
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- Ifthou be a Maſter of 2 Family know that God hath com- 
mitted to thy care the ſ-uls of all under thy charge ; and by 
no: inftruf;-g them in the Dodtrines of Godlinefs , thou 
mailt be guilty of their everlaſting damnation, And will 
not rhe tear of ſoul-murther ſtartle and awaken thee to the 
performance of thy duty 2 I know Maſters are apt to rep!y, 
that this 1; the Miniters work , who hath properly £4149 azt- 
marim , the charge of fou's committ:d to him z and thar if 
he do not warn a/] under his charye of their fin and miſcry, 
their blood wil! be require: at h's hands. But let all Go- 
vernours of Famiites know , that they likewiſe have the 
charge of the ſouls of their Children and Seryants commir- 
ted unto them ; and if any of them periſh t!:rough the neg= 

Je& of their duty , their bio» will be required at thr 
hands. Oh that all Parents and Maitizrs of Families would 
be more fait];fai to that trut? which Gud hath committed 

- tothem , and hence forward refolve to ſer upon theſe du» 

tics, and not to neglc& them any longer. 

4 4. Be carc/ul that th'y (if and 'amily kerp the Lords Day boly, 

- asby reſting {rom ali the works ot thine ordinary cai.ing ; 

E fo by a conſci-nabie performing thoſe holy and te igivus 

duties the Lord r.quireth on hy day, This God enjuyn- 

 eth every Maſter of a Fami'y in the fowth Commananment, 

* Thos, thy Son, ard tvy Pachter , thy Man-ſervant, and thy 

= Maid-ſeruvart, aid a't witnii thy Gates ſhall keep that day ho!y. 

E-.- Look thit as many of thy Family, as can poſlibly be 

ſpared , go with thee to the puvlick Ordinances. And ler 

* it be thy care , ti1at the time before, atrcr, and between the 

b  publick Ordinanc+s , be not ſpent .eicher idly at home jn 

” vain and world:y Ciicourſes, or 1n waiking abroad , or in 

necdicls viſt ing of friends , and neighbours ; bur in pray- 

| ing , repeating of Scrmans, reading ſome part of the Sctip- 
| ture, and of ntherg 0d bovks , Catechiling thy Family, 

E fing ne of Palnes, and in holy Conferences. Thus you 

E wil not on'y keep the Sabbath day , as a day of reſt, bur 

þ likewiſe ſanQtfie that reſt. 


For 


OI 


For thine encouragement hereunto , know and confider 
that thy Godlizef8 deperd's mnch upon thy ſaxftifyins the Sabbath= 
day, As thou art firi& or looſe in the obſervarion of that 
day, and the dutiesthereof , ſodath thy Godlinels increaſe, 
and decreaſe. 

V. As a means and help for the conftaat perferming theſe Fg» 
mily duties , have fpccial care of the choice of thy Toke-fellow, 
that thou marry a vertuous woman , 03 who 15 related to Ebrift, 
at leaſt ove that liketh and approveth the beſt things. It thy 
Wife be not a prometer of Godlineſs w-the Family , ſhe 
will be a hinderer thercof, The Scripture in ſetting torth 
the wickedn: 5 of 7:horam , renders this as the reaſon there= 


of , that he had the daughter of Abah to wife, 2 Chron.21. 6 = 
Therefore , O Young man, in ſceking after a Wife, it will 7 


be thy wiidom, : 


1. To look more after v. httoufuefs than after r1ch's 5 to enquire 


nave after her piety , tha? after ber Portion : to know rather with - 


what Relizzon ſhe is encnid , than with what ſtate fh2 is en= 


dowed. Alas what is the richeſt portion , the mioft exqui= {þ 
ſice beauty, andthe rareſt parts , in compariſon of a mind 


enob!led with Grace an Vertue > 


A Wiſe, as well as an Huiband is the greateſt outward 
comfort Or croſc in the World : Yo thar to Err once in the ; 


choice of a Wife, is in a marner to be undone for ever. 
Therefore , O Young man , be ſur? thou ſcek unto God by 
Prayer for his dire&ton and aflitance in this great work, 
upon which much of thy future happineſs , or miſery doth 
depend. 


2. Next to Piity , P udence and diſcretio 15 to be looked at © 


in a Wife, For wiſdom excids [olly as mh as light :x6c:eds 
darkns , Eccleſ.2. 13. An! inteed what is brau'y without 
diſcrition , but as a Fewtl of gold in a Swin's ſ401t, Prov. 
1.22. And Solomo? by way of c:mmendation ferteth forth 
a prudent Wife to be a ſpecial gift , and principal blefling 
Fas God , ſuch asexceilcrh all other remporal bleſlings what- 
vever. 
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3. Mariags aft 0 requares jom? external amiavlenft , that 
be be a pleaſing perſon , in vhom thou malt de(ipht, Thouh 
(as the Wiſeman ſpeaketh, Prov 31.30.) favor be deceitful, 
and beauty va'n ; becauſe they are ſubje& many wayes :o de- 
cay , and yan! th aivay ; yer favonr and deauty may ſerve 
for the rooting, and ſetling of afſ&tion at the hrſt, 

4 In rigard that naribage 1s the foundation of a Family azd 
Poſtertty , : Portion is 30t to v! corteme a, tho: wh not chi ly 
to be deſired. Therzfor in ſeckirg x Wife , let not wea't! 
and riches be chicfly in thine ye , as If thou weit going 
about a purciate 2 3 and wert to Wed no: the Woman , but 
her Wealth : ett [ook more to her z3w3a'd goodneſs , than 
ew ber Worlay 2094's. 

Laſtly J Fc or a Concluſion of the \ whole » T1 tht carcſ:ll oh - 
for vation of al! tucſe aireftions , Grve alli ire 'c2 to mak thy C a 
ling and Eleffion ſure [t will R6f Jice me to prets thee 
do ſomething, that fo t! 1012 maiſt Rave HOPE 3 . Calpe Fo 
ſwade thee to thy whole duty , par Qt 10 thou mailt have al- 
farance that :t ſha!!! De we * with the 
God only Maw 2x6] w ah: £3 tel; Wilt Crotics a" 

MEET Nh in thy very entrance, rat may i "m ; 
hopes? > And if thou hail nzyer (© fair and WM A es. 
ming , yet who knu:ys what may ! | be >: thy lot betore nd of 
thy. day : - why now \ would! \ coOU & et above C2 afualrics 
and crofes ) and x* once be a conguerer of a!l the Wor'd » 


F F Would! tho! '1 have 'Y i quier 211-1 C OnrentMment Out of | 4 4 Fn 


reach of winds and Qorms > and bz ale _ ve cacertaily 
mevery condition ? m bs H-aven {ure and 13 done. Thou 
maift then hoyſe up thy Sails , commuir thy je fro the W ind 
and Seas , make on th ay Voyage , and never b2 appall'd at 
the Rorms on the way : whielt thou paſt t1us allurance thow 
fhal: come ſafe to Harbour , and not an liair of thy head 
periſh, 

Thus have you , dear yourks , the defires and _— 

p q 
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BE... 


of my ſoul after your happineſs here and blefledneſs hee 
after , expreſſed in fome uſefu} cireions ſujrable to yur 
preſent ſtate and condition , ſhewing y..u how to deport ind 
carry yur ſelves both in your general , and particular <1} 
irg lo. that you may pleaſe God in all things here , ard 
I:ve with him in cveriaſting bleflednefs. Now my hearty 
requeſt to you is , that you will not euntent your felyes wieh 
a bare reading of them , but reſolve , with the afliſtance of 
Gods grace , to ent? upon thercal praQtt ce of them, Ant 
oh char the Lord , who alone tcach<th to profit, would 
pleaſe ſo to ſet them home upon Four hearts , chat iy: may. 
tend to your {piritual good here, and eternal ſalvation 
hereafter 
O Young men you are now flowers in = bloom , you 
are thoſe firſt- friits which ſhould be cofiered ro the Lord 
Oh that now you would conſcrate your ſelves unto God; 


E: 
L. 
and his Service: oh that while you are Young , you would 
with I aac give you {olyes to Pray: 2x and Meditation 2 and 


with Samnil ſerve the Lnrd from your youths ; : and with 0: 
vaciah fear the Lord fium | your youths : and with youn 
Jo/tah , do that which js rigar in the (ighr of the Lord : O 
that you would ſet theſe _ itves as Copies for your imt 
tation » giving Up your lelves 1nt ey 5 and unforgnedly 
the Lord in a truly gracious lite, 

O Yourg men, you are now 1n youx -preparations 
Eternity , and therefore had need to be wery watchful ov 
your ſelves ,. ts. /ce that Jou walk cir cump?tly , not as fook 
but as wile, rediuming the _ berauſe the dayes are @wh 
Epheſ.5. 15. Little do you confider how much dependet| 
upon t this moment of time , which God for rhe-prefent1 
Pleaſzd to vouchſatfe unto you , even no leſs than the whole 
weight of Eternity. __ yeur well , or ill-improving'of 
your t1me , and taients 


ſafer your Lufts , or wicked companions to Steal away this | 
Jean 


ry 


Fg 


erg, depends your everlaſting con-'# 
ditton , that eſtate which is to be for ever andever. © Ol? 
whar folly , and madneſs then muſt it necds be in yow', t@& 7 
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 -  Jezelyyour precious time, which 1s more worth than all the 
. - Wrrid/ Oh thar for the furure you would ſo live every day, 
| as thoſethac live for Eternity. Ir 18 ſadly evident that roo 
too many lofing their firſt and tender years , in conclufion _ 
Joſe their ſouls allo, 

'- © Dear Youths, Behold the armes of free grace are yet 
} opento<mbrace you , if now you will abandon your youth- 
| -Lul Luſts , and cordially turn unto God , who is willing to 
” forgive, yea willing to forget all former miſcarriages, upon 
* the reforming your lives; Tux ye, tura ye thirfore from yoar 
| evil waycs, for why will ye dye ? Ezek 33 11. 

In this ſmal! Treatiſe, I have ſet before you life and death, 
Heaven and Heil, happincſs and miſery. Know affured!y 
# that as you chooſz now, lo ſhall you ſpeed hereafcer. Oh then .. 
& for the Lord Chriſt's ſake,and for the fake of your poor ſouls, 

F - chooſe that good part which ſhall never be raken from you : 

'- walk in the path which leadeth to life , and happineſs, that 
ou may not periſh, and be tormented with the Devils in * 
ell-fre to all Eternity. 

” _ And now my friend , I bid thee farewe!l]. Take theſe 

words along with thee, let them ever be b-fore thine eyes, 

-- and upon thine heart, and then go on thy way. Good coun- 

& ſel be with thee, tharchou maiſt guide thine aftairs wth 
& giſcretion: ard good ſuccels be upon thee , that thou maiſt 
= eat the fruit of thy good doirgs. I wiſh tft that thy ſoul 
) gay proſper; and then [alſo wiſh that thy body may proſper, 

; ual thy ſamily may proſpcr , and ihy eſtate may proſper, 

_ asthy ſoul profpereth. 

 -.-The Lord be with thee, in all thar thou ſetreſt thine hand 

 wunto. The Almighty bleſs rice; Jer bis blefTing b- upon thy 
 Jabours , let his blefling be up-a al! thy ſubſtance : let him 
help thee in thy work , and increaſe thy ſtore © let his Sun 
ſhine upon thy Tabernacle , and ict the light of his Counte- 
nance make glad thine heart : Jet him guide thee with his 
eye, hold thee in his hands, carry thee in his boſame, till he 
7 bath lodged thec ſafe in the everlaſling Reſt, Ame. 
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